
 

March 9, 2026 City Council Work Session Agenda Pg 1 

 

CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA 
1245 Veterans Memorial Hwy Suite 20, Mableton, 

GA 30126 
March 9, 2026 at 6:30 PM 

 

The Honorable Michael Owens, Mayor   
The Honorable Ron Davis, Mayor Pro Tem, District 1 Councilmember   

The Honorable Michael McNeely, District 2 Councilmember 
The Honorable Keisha Jeffcoat, District 3 Councilmember 

The Honorable Cassandra Brown, District 4 Councilmember 
The Honorable TJ Ferguson, District 5 Councilmember 

The Honorable Debora Herndon, District 6 Councilmember 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA  
1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. INVOCATION 

4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

5. AGENDA ITEMS AND DISCUSSION 
 a. REZ-2026-001- 0 Lynne Circle (18015600490) Request to rezone from R-20 (Single 

Family Detached) to RD (Residential Duplex) for duplex development - Community 
Development Director Michael Hughes 

 b. First Read - An Ordinance placing a moratorium on detention facilities - City 
Attorney Emilia Walker-Ashby 

 c. New Website Overview - Communications Director Gregory Woods  

6. PRE REGULAR MEETING AGENDA REVIEW  

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF NEEDED) FOR LITIGATION (O.C.G.A. 50-14-
3(B)(1)(A)REAL ESTATE(O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(1)) PERSONNEL ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 
(B)(2)) AND MISC. EXEMPTIONS ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(4)&(5)) 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
  

Persons with special needs relating to handicapped accessibility, disability, or foreign language may contact the 
City Clerk at (404) 927-9502 or  susan.hiott@mableton.gov at least three days prior to the meeting. The clerk 
can be located at the City of Mableton Administrative Offices, 1245 Veterans Memorial Highway, Mableton, 
Georgia 30126 during regular office hours. 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: March 9, 2026 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: REZ-2026-001- 0 Lynne Circle (18015600490) Request to 
rezone from R-20 (Single Family Detached) to RD (Residential Duplex) for duplex development 
- Community Development Director Michael Hughes 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. 0 Lynne Cir - REZ2026-001 
2. Copy of FRONT LYNNE CIR drawing 
3. Lynne cir drawing (1) 
4. PT-00009-0215 
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PROPOSED LYNNE CIRCLE, MABLETON GA
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: March 9, 2026 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: First Read - An Ordinance placing a moratorium on detention 
facilities - City Attorney Emilia Walker-Ashby 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Detention Center Moratorium Rev. 3.8.26 
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STATE OF GEORGIA       ORD 
COBB COUNTY 
CITY OF MABLETON 
 
AN ORDINANCE IMPLEMENTING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM WITHIN THE 
CITY OF MABLETON ON THE CHANGE OF USE, ESTABLISHMENT, EXPANSION 
OR DEVELOPMENT OF IMMIGRATION DETENTION CENTERS AND FOR OTHER 

LAWFUL PURPOSES  

WHEREAS, the City of Mableton (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized and 
existing under the laws of the State of Georgia;  

 

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City of Mableton, Georgia, are 
the Mayor and Council (“City Council”) thereof; 

 
WHEREAS, one of the City Council’s overarching goals is to build and maintain a 

community where residents with varied backgrounds, traditions, languages and countries of origin 
feel connected and committed to each other, their neighborhoods, their community groups and 
organizations, and to the City as a whole;  

 
WHEREAS, the City is in process of assessing and updating its land use, zoning code and 

comprehensive plan (“comprehensive planning”) to guide growth thoughtfully, strengthen 
community identity and ensure that development aligns and progresses with the vision residents 
have for the City;  

 
WHEREAS, the City’s on-going comprehensive planning includes careful focus on land 

use, economic and market studies and building a roadmap that will guide the City’s growth, 
development and sustainability over the coming decades;  

 
WHEREAS, the Council finds that immigration detention centers have been documented 

to have wide-ranging, severe, and long-lasting negative impacts on communities, families and 
local economies; 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the harmful impacts of immigration detention 

centers include significant economic strain and damage, and can overwhelm local, rural, or small-
town infrastructure, particularly water and sewage systems. For example, in Los Angeles, 
California, immigration detention facility related activities are alleged to have resulted in an 
approximate $840 million loss in economic output; 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the negative impacts of immigration detention 

facilities may range from the erosion of public trust in public institutions, to severe, and sometimes 
fatal, health crises for detainees;  

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the negative impacts of immigration detention 

facilities may create a climate of fear and distrust of authorities, reducing participation in religious, 
social and economic activities; 
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WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the existence and/or allowance of immigration 

detention facilities within the City may be incompatible with the City’s needs, vision, 
comprehensive planning goals and overall public welfare; 

 
WHEREAS, the courts have recognized Georgia local governments' inherent ability to 

impose moratoriums when acting on behalf of the public welfare; 
 
WHEREAS, the concept of public welfare is broad and inclusive, the values it represents 

are spiritual as well as physical, aesthetic and monetary; and that it is within the City’s power "to 
determine that a community should be beautiful as well as healthy, spacious as well as clean, well 
balanced as well as carefully patrolled;" Berman v. Parker, 348 U.S. 26 (1954); Kelo v. City of 
New London, 545 U.S. 469 (2005); and 

 
WHEREAS, public welfare includes the valid public objectives of aesthetics, conservation 

of the value of existing lands and buildings within the City, preserving neighborhood 
characteristics, enhancing and protecting the economic well-being of the community, facilitating 
adequate provision of public services, and preservation City resources; 

 
WHEREAS, the City desires though the adoption of this Ordinance (also referred to herein 

as “moratorium”), to impose an immediate and temporary moratorium on immigration detention 
centers within the City;  

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds this Ordinance and moratorium to be necessary in 

order to allow sufficient time to study and evaluate the impact and compatibility of immigration 
detention centers with relation to City’s needs, vision and comprehensive planning goals, and the 
impact of immigration detention centers in relation to overall public welfare; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds this Ordinance and moratorium to be necessary while 

its comprehensive planning and land use assessments are underway, in order to prevent potential 
harm to the public health, safety, welfare and peace; and make the City a place where people want 
to live, work and thrive for years to come. 
 
 IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the governing authority of the City of Mableton, as 
follows:  

 
Section 1. Imposition of Moratorium.   

A. Definitions. 
 

1. 'Detainee' means a person who is held in an immigration detention center pending 
immigration proceedings or removal from the United States under the authority of the 
United States Federal Government, including the United States Department of Homeland 
Security and United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement. 
 

2. ‘Immigration detention center' means any facility located in this state that holds detainees, 
including private facilities contracted by the federal government to hold such detainees. 
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B. Imposition. There is hereby imposed a temporary moratorium prohibiting the establishment, 

location, operation, permitting, development, expansion, and/or licensing of an immigration 
detention center within the City.  As such, there is hereby a temporary suspension on the City’s 
acceptance and/or processing of any request, petition and/or application for rezoning, 
licensing, zoning changes, permits, authorizations, plan reviews, development plans, land use 
permits, construction permits, and/or building permits for and/or involving any immigration 
detention center. Any approvals, authorizations, licenses and/or permits for immigration 
detention facilities issued and/or made during this moratorium Any approvals, authorizations, 
licenses and/or permits for an immigration detention center issued and/or made during this 
moratorium are null and void and without legal force or effect to the extent they are: 1) 
prohibited by or in conflict with this Ordinance, 2) made as a result of error, or 3) made by use 
of vague or deceptive descriptions.  

 
C. Duration. Unless otherwise amended by the City Council, the duration of this moratorium shall 

be up to and through December, 31 2028, to afford the City adequate time to complete and 
adopt comprehensive planning, zoning and land use related ordinances, policies and/or 
regulations. 

 

 
 

    ********************** 
Section 2. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that:  
(a) All sections, paragraphs, and sentences of this Ordinance are or were upon enactment 

believed by the City Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 
(b) To the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, 

clause or phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  No section, paragraph, sentence, clause 
or phrase of this Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance. 

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance 
shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise 
unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, 
it is the express intent of the City Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or 
unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, 
unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, 
sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Ordinance. 

 

Section 3.  The City Attorney and the City Clerk are authorized to make non-substantive 
editing and renumbering revisions to this Ordinance for proofing and renumbering purposes. 

 
Section 4.   The City Council adopts as its preliminary findings all recitals and finding 

referenced in this Ordinance, as well as additional findings of the City as its on-going land use, 
zonng and comprehensive planning updates are underway. 
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Section 5.  This Ordinance shall go into effect immediately upon its adoption, unless 
required otherwise by the City Charter, state and/or federal law. As of the time of adoption, 
any acceptance of an application and/or approval by any City employee and/or agent which is 
contrary to this Ordinance will be deemed in error, null and void and of no effect whatsoever. 

 
BE IT SO ORDAINED, this ____ day of __________________, 2026. 
 

 

ATTEST:                                                                   CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA: 
 
_____________________________                         ______________________________                                          
Susan Hiott, City Clerk                                             Dr. Michael Owens, Mayor 
 

APPROVAL AS TO FORM: 
 
_____________________________                                             
Emilia Walker-Ashby, Interim City Attorney                  
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: March 9, 2026 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: New Website Overview - Communications Director Gregory 
Woods  
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY:  

The City of Mableton’s new website is currently in beta as the Communications Department 
prepares for the official launch scheduled for March 24. As we approach this milestone, staff 
would like to provide the Mayor and City Council with an opportunity to view the site and 
participate in a brief walkthrough and demonstration of its features and functionality. 

A link to the beta version of the website is included in the attachment. To access it, please 
click “New Website.” 

Please note that the website remains in beta. While the site is largely complete and reflects the 
overall structure and design of the final product, some content and features are still being 
finalized prior to launch. 

This walkthrough is intended to provide Council with an early preview of the platform and allow 
staff to address any questions before the public launch. 

 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. New Website Presentation 
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NEW WEBSITE
P R E S E N T E D  B Y :  G R E G O R Y  W O O D S

D I R E C T O R  O F  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS
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