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CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA 
Riverside EpiCenter 

135 Riverside Pkwy, Austell, GA 30168 
November 12, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

 

The Honorable Michael Owens, Mayor   
The Honorable Ron Davis, District 1 Councilmember   

The Honorable Dami Oladapo, District 2 Councilmember 
The Honorable Keisha Jeffcoat, Mayor Pro Tem/District 3 Councilmember 

The Honorable Patricia Auch, District 4 Councilmember 
The Honorable TJ Ferguson, District 5 Councilmember 

The Honorable Debora Herndon, District 6 Councilmember 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  
1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. INVOCATION 

4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 a. REZ2025-004 - 6851 Queen Mill Rd (Tax Parcel 1804050240) Applicant is seeking to 

rezone 4.0 acres from R-20 to R-15 for the development of seven (7) single-family 
detached homes - Community Development Director Michael Hughes  
 
Deferred by the Planning Commission on October 9, 2025 to their November 6, 2025 
hearing. This item was deferred by the Mayor and Council to their November 12, 2025 
Public Hearing. The item will be deferred again until December 10, 2025 meeting.  

7. PRESENTATIONS/ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS/PROCLAMATIONS 
 a. Comments and Updates Regarding the Impact of the Federal Government Shutdown - 

Mayor Owens 
 b. Financial Reports - 1st Quarter Financials FY 2026 - Finance Director Karen Ellis 

8. APPOINTMENTS 

9. MAYOR'S RECOGNITION OF OUTGOING COUNCIL/PUBLIC COMMENTS - 2 
minutes per speaker - no more than 30 minutes for all speakers. Anyone wishing to make a public 
comment should complete and submit the public comment card to the City Clerk prior to the start 
of the meeting. 

10. CONSENT AGENDA 
 a. Consideration and Approval of a Resolution Adopting the City of Mableton 2026 City 

Holiday Calendar  
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 b. Ratification of Council member approved elevations - Sawmill Creek located near 
Maxham Road, PIN 18008700190. 

 c. Approval of October 22, 2025 Work Session Minutes  
 d. Approval of October 22, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 e. Approval to allow the Mayor to sign the stormwater maintenance agreement for the 

6470 Mableton Parkway. Property is located in Land Lot 297, 18th District, Cobb 
County. PIN 18029700400 

 f. Ratification of Council member approved site plan and landscaping plan - Gas Station 
Expansion located at 124 Six Flags Pkwy, PIN 18060300020. 

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

12. NEW BUSINESS 
 a. Consideration and Approval of an Agreement with Georgia Municipal Association and 

the City of Mableton  for collection of unpaid, escaped and delinquent privilege or 
occupational license taxes and fees from firms or associations transacting insurance 
business in the City 

 b. Consideration and Approval of Resolution of the City of Mableton Requesting and 
Authorizing the City's Local Legislative Delegation to Introduce Legislation at the 
Regular 2026 Session of the Georgia General Assembly Authorizing a Referendum 
Election for the City's Exercise of Redevelopment and other Powers and for Other 
Lawful Purposes - Economic Development Director Artie Jones 

 c. Second Read - Consideration and Approval of An Ordinance Setting the FY 2026 
Regular Meeting Schedule - City Clerk Susan Hiott 

 d. Second Read - Consideration and Approval of An Ordinance Updating Chapter 14, 
Animal Control, of the City of Mableton Code of Ordinances and for Other Lawful 
Purposes - City Attorney Emilia Walker-Ashby 

 e. Consideration and Approval for Mayor to negotiate and execute in substantial form 
the Addendum and Professional Services Agreement with Retail Strategies for RFP 
25-03 - Economic Development Director Artie Jones 

13. OTHER BUSINESS/DISCUSSION 

14. CITY MANAGER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 

15. CITY ATTORNEY/CITY CLERK/STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 

16. MAYOR AND COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 

17. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF NEEDED) FOR LITIGATION (O.C.G.A. 50-14-
3(B)(1)(A)REAL ESTATE(O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(1)) PERSONNEL ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 
(B)(2)) AND MISC. EXEMPTIONS ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(4)&(5)) 

18. ADJOURNMENT 
  

Persons with special needs relating to handicapped accessibility, disability, or foreign language may contact the 
City Clerk at (404) 927-9502 or  susan.hiott@mableton.gov at least three days prior to the meeting. The clerk 
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can be located at the City of Mableton Administrative Offices, 1245 Veterans Memorial Highway, Mableton, 
Georgia 30126 during regular office hours. 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: REZ2025-004 - 6851 Queen Mill Rd (Tax Parcel 
1804050240) Applicant is seeking to rezone 4.0 acres from R-20 to R-15 for the development of 
seven (7) single-family detached homes - Community Development Director Michael Hughes  
 
Deferred by the Planning Commission on October 9, 2025 to their November 6, 2025 hearing. 
This item was deferred by the Mayor and Council to their November 12, 2025 Public Hearing. 
The item will be deferred again until December 10, 2025 meeting.  
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:  None 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Comments and Updates Regarding the Impact of the Federal 
Government Shutdown - Mayor Owens 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: See Resolution attached. 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:  None 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Financial Reports - 1st Quarter Financials FY 2026 - Finance 
Director Karen Ellis 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: Financial Reports - 1st Quarter Financials FY 2026 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:  none 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Council Presentation FY2026 QTR 1 
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CITY OF MABLETON

November 12, 2025

FY 2026 FINANCIAL REVIEW

Quarter 1:  July-September 2025

Prepared by the Finance Department
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CITY OF MABLETON
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CITY OF MABLETON
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General Fund
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CITY OF MABLETON

Revenues through 9/30/2025
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CITY OF MABLETONExpenditures through 
9/30/2025
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Tree Fund
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CITY OF MABLETON

Revenues & Expenditures
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Six Flags Special District Fund
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CITY OF MABLETON

Revenues & Expenditures
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Hotel/Motel Tax Fund
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CITY OF MABLETON

Revenues & Expenditures
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Capital Projects Fund
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CITY OF MABLETON

Revenues & Expenditures
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Urban Redevelopment Agency Fund
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CITY OF MABLETON

Revenues & Expenditures
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 - Serving the citizens of Mableton through integrity, accountability, and 
sound financial management
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Consideration and Approval of a Resolution Adopting the 
City of Mableton 2026 City Holiday Calendar  
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: Each year, the City of Mableton adopts an official holiday 
calendar to ensure consistency across departments and to support employee planning and 
operational scheduling. The proposed 2026 Holiday Calendar designates official paid holidays 
for City employees reflects the City’s commitment to recognizing nationally significant 
observances while maintaining flexibility to meet municipal operational needs. 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Consideration for approval of the proposed 2026 Holiday Calendar 
for the City of Mableton. Approval will establish the official paid holidays for City employees 
for the 2026 calendar year and ensure consistency in scheduling across all departments. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. RES2025-10- Holiday Schedule (1) 
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STATE OF GEORGIA  
COUNTY OF COBB 
CITY OF MABLETON  RES 2025-10-XX 
 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A CITY HOLIDAY SCHEDULE FOR 2026 AND FOR 
OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES 

 WHEREAS, the City of Mableton ("City") is a municipal corporation duly organized and 
existing under the laws of the State of Georgia; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City is the Mayor and Council 
 ("City Council") thereof; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council through this Resolution desires to establish a City Holiday 
Schedule for year 2026 whereby employees are paid, and offices are closed; and 

    
 WHEREAS, the City of Mableton will be hiring additional employees, and setting up the 
holidays and other benefits within its payroll systems and needs the governing body’s approved 
holiday schedule for 2026; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Resolution is enacted to safeguard and promote the public health, safety, 

and general welfare of the City. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing authority of the City of 
Mableton, Georgia, as follows: 

 
Section 1. The City's 2026 Holiday Schedule is hereby established and adopted in which City 
Offices will be closed: 
 
New Years Day   Thursday, January 1st   
Martin Luther King Jr. Day   Monday, January 19th    
Presidents Day    Monday, February 16th 
Memorial Day    Monday, May 25th 
Juneteenth    Friday, June 19th 
Independence Day   Friday, July 3rd** 
Labor Day    Monday, September 7th 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day  Monday, October 12th 
Veterans Day    Wednesday, November 11th 
Thanksgiving    Thursday, November 26th 
Day after Thanksgiving  Friday, November 27th 
Christmas Eve    Thursday, December 24th 
Christmas Day    Friday, December 25th  
 
 

 Additionally, one (1) Floating Holiday per year is available for employees. Floating holidays 
  are not carried over from year to year or eligible for payout if unused. They refresh every  
 January 1st and for employees who start at any point during the year, their floating holidays  
 will be  prorated based on start date.  
 

 If a holiday falls on a Saturday, the preceding Friday will be treated as a holiday for pay and 
leave purposes. If a holiday falls on a Sunday, the following Monday will be treated as a 
holiday for pay and leave purposes. 

 
Section 2. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that: 
(a) All sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Resolution are or were, 

upon their enactment, believed by the City Council to be fully valid, enforceable and 
constitutional. 
 

 (b) To the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Resolution is severable from every other section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution. No section, paragraph, sentence, clause Page 25 of 225



 
STATE OF GEORGIA  
COUNTY OF COBB 
CITY OF MABLETON  RES 2025-10-XX 
 

or phrase of this Resolution is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution. 
 

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Resolution 
 shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise 

unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, 
 it is the express intent of the City Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or 

unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, 
unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, 
sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Resolution. 
 

 
Section 3. The City Attorney and the City Clerk are authorized to make non-substantive 
editing and renumbering revisions to this Resolution for proofing and renumbering purposes.  
 

 Section 4.  The effective date of this Resolution shall be the date of adoption, unless 
  provided otherwise by the City Charter, state and/or federal law.  
 

 
 
BE IT SO RESOLVED, this _____ day of __________________, 2025. 

 
ATTEST:                                                                       CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA: 

 
_____________________________                                           ___________________________ 

                                   
Susan D. Hiott, City Clerk                                                      Michael Owens, Mayor 

 
 
 
APPROVAL AS TO FORM: 

  
______________________________________                                                   
Emilia Walker-Ashby, City Attorney  
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Ratification of Council member approved elevations - 
Sawmill Creek located near Maxham Road, PIN 18008700190. 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: Section 2.03 of the zoning ordinance outlines procedures for 
modifications to site plans or zoning conditions applied to any rezoning, temporary land use 
permits, special land use permit, or other zoning agenda item. Additionally, this code states the 
following: 
 
Any rezoning, temporary land use permit, or other zoning agenda item approved by the Cobb 
County Board of Commissioners before the adoption of the MZC that requires the district 
commissioner approve a site plan, landscape plan, architecture or other item as a condition of 
zoning and no such approval was made as of the adoption of the MZC, shall require approval by 
the Council Member in whose district the property is located. Upon that Council Member’s 
approval, the item shall be ratified by being placed on the consent agenda for the next regularly 
scheduled Council meeting.  Site plans, landscape plans, architecture or other items previously 
approved by the district commissioner may only be amended by the Mayor and Council at any 
regularly scheduled meeting or hearing following the approval of the Council Member in whose 
district the property is located.    
 
The attached plans were approved by Councilman Ferguson on 11/3/2025. 
 
. 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Sawmill Creek Elevations  
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Sawmill Creek
Residential 
Subdivision 
Elevations
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Project Overview

• Subdivision Name: Sawmill Creek 
• Developer: Kerley Family Homes 
• Location: Near - Maxham Rd 
• (Tax Parcel 18008700190) 
• Number of Lots/Units: 59 units
• Zoning: RA-5 ( Single family Residential District 

7,000 square foot lot size) Z-65 of 2022.
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Location
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Site Plan
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Architectural Styles Presented with Zoning

Staff notes, because of 
the lot width and 

setback approved, only 
the smaller width 
house fits on the 

approved lots.  
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Approved Stipulations
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Stipulations - Continued
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Proposed 
Residential 
Elevations
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Seaside Master Plan 
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Seaside Master Plan 
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Manor Master Plan 
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Manor Master Plan 
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Honeybee Master Plan 
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Honeybee Master Plan 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Approval of October 22, 2025 Work Session Minutes  
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. October 22, 2025 Work Session Minutes 
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CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA 
Riverside EpiCenter 

135 Riverside Pkwy, Austell, GA 30168 
October 22, 2025 at 5:15 PM 

 

The Honorable Michael Owens, Mayor   
The Honorable Ron Davis, District 1 Councilmember   

The Honorable Dami Oladapo, District 2 Councilmember 
The Honorable Keisha Jeffcoat, Mayor Pro Tem/District 3 Councilmember 

The Honorable Patricia Auch, District 4 Councilmember 
The Honorable TJ Ferguson, District 5 Councilmember 

The Honorable Debora Herndon, District 6 Councilmember 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES  
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat called the meeting to order at 5:19 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
City Clerk Susan Hiott conducted the roll call.  Mayor Owens and Councilmember 
Ferguson were absent.  Quorum was present. 

 

3. AGENDA ITEMS AND DISCUSSION 

4. PRE REGULAR MEETING AGENDA REVIEW  
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat led in a brief overview of the upcoming pre meeting agenda.  
 

 

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None. 

 

6. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF NEEDED) FOR LITIGATION (O.C.G.A. 50-14-
3(B)(1)(A)REAL ESTATE(O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(1)) PERSONNEL ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 
(B)(2)) AND MISC. EXEMPTIONS ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(4)&(5)) 
None. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made to adjourn the meeting by Councilmember Oladapo and seconded by 
Councilmember Davis.  The motion carried 5-0.   

 
  

    
     
Dr. Michael Owens, Mayor  Susan Hiott, City Clerk 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Approval of October 22, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. October 22, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes  
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CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA 
Riverside EpiCenter 

135 Riverside Pkwy, Austell, GA 30168 
October 22, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

 

The Honorable Michael Owens, Mayor   
The Honorable Ron Davis, District 1 Councilmember   

The Honorable Dami Oladapo, District 2 Councilmember 
The Honorable Keisha Jeffcoat, Mayor Pro Tem/District 3 Councilmember 

The Honorable Patricia Auch, District 4 Councilmember 
The Honorable TJ Ferguson, District 5 Councilmember 

The Honorable Debora Herndon, District 6 Councilmember 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat called the meeting to order at 6:33pm 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
City Clerk Hiott conducted the roll call.  Mayor Owens and Councilmember Ferguson were 
absent.  Quorum was present. 

 

3. INVOCATION 
The invocation as led by Councilmember Davis. 

 

4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Led by City Manager Tanks.  

 

5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion made by Councilmember Herndon, and seconded by Councilmember Auch to 
approve the agenda.  The motion passed 5-0.  

 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 a. OZI-2025-007 - Applicant request to amend Cobb County zoning stipulations Z-

50 of 2022 for site plan approval, architectural design approval, and approval of a 
convenience store with fuel sales as a use for outparcel - Community 
Development Director Michael Hughes 
 
Open Public Hearing  
Applicant and In Favor for the Application — 10 minutes  
Against the Application — 10 minutes  
Close Public Hearing   

Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat announced the item.  She reported that the applicant is requesting 
a formal amendment to the zoning stipulations established under Cobb County Zoning Case 
Z-50 of 2002 regarding the approved site plan, architectural design and approval of use. 
The 1.8 acre property is in District 6 and was part of larger rezoning project for the BJ 
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Wholesale Club.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat recognized Community Development Director Michael 
Hughes.  He mentioned the following item under Item b - REZ2025-004, 681 Queen Mill 
Road, has been deferred by the Planning Commission to November 6th meeting.  If anyone 
is in the audience for that hearing, it will not be heard until November 6th.  
 
Mr. Hughes recognized Planning and Zoning Manager, Chris Wheeler who provided 
information about the application. The applicant, East West Fuel, LLC c/o Sams, Larkin 
and Huff requests to amend the stipulations of rezoning case Z-50 of 2002 to approve site 
plan, architectural design approval and approval of a convenience store with fuel sales. A 
PowerPoint presentation was shown. The presentation is available in the record.    
 
Highlights of the presentation: 

• An area photo of the subject property was shown.  
• The property has frontage along the East West Connector and is underdeveloped. 
• The site is in front of the Cobb County Police Training Center.  
• The proposed site plan was shown.  It shows a convenience store (4500 sq. ft.) with 

a gas canopy (6832 sq. ft) 
• Architectural renderings were shown with a brick facade and stucco on the rear. 
• Stipulations were shown. Staff has reviewed and agrees the request is consistent 

with surrounding use and zoning classification. 
• Staff recommends approval.  

 
Stipulations shown by Mr. Wheeler:  
•No fast food restaurants or restaurants with drive-in windows on the out parcels. 
•The City Council are to have final approval of architectural design and uses for the out 
parcels. 
•Letter of agreeable stipulations from Mr. Garvis Sams dated June 21, 2002 (attached and 
made a part of the JULY 16, 2002 BOC Zoning Minutes.  
•Owner/developer/applicant to contribute all costs associated with installation of 
signalization. 
•Access/egress point located at parcel number 1 is limited to "right out" only. 
•Water and Sewer Division comments and recommendations. 
•Stormwater Management Division comments and recommendations. 
•Cobb DOT comments and recommendations. 
•Elevations shall be generally consistent with the front/side elevations dated September 
18th 2025 subject to staff review and approval with compliance with code requirements. 
The rear of the structure shall be revised from the rendering provided to include additional 
architectural features subject to staff review. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat opened the public hearing and recognized the attorney, Parks Huff 
of law firm Parks Larkin who represented the applicant, East West Fuel, LLC.  Mr. Huff 
explained how the property was zoned 23 years ago as a BJ Shopping Center.  The parcel 
has been undeveloped and underutilized.  The parcel has a police training facility now 
instead of the BJ Shopping Center.  The applicant proposes a fuel supply convenience 
store.  The site has been underdeveloped for 23 years. There is no gas station on the right-
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hand side of the road along the East West Connector going South.  There is a need for a 
good safe fuel station on the right-hand side.  The Police training facility located behind the 
station provides safety, but the facility also brings a lot of activity for gas, coffee, and other 
items.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat asked for public comment from anyone in favor.  There was none. 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat asked for public comment from anyone who was against the 
application.  There was none. Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat closed the public hearing.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat asked if there were any questions or comments.  Councilmember 
Herndon asked about the hours of operation.  Mr. Parks replied from 6 am to midnight, but 
it may not be consistent seven days a week.  There will be traditional hours.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat asked what type of gas station it would be.  Mr. Parks stated he 
did not know at this time, but noted there would be significant food items also.   
 
Motion made by Councilmember Herndon to approve OZI 2025-07 amending Cobb 
County Zoning Stipulations Z-50 of 2022 for site approval, architectural design approval, 
and approval of a convenience store with fuel sales as a use for the outparcel. 
Councilmember Auch seconded the motion and affirmed the motion included the approval 
of the stipulations.  The motion passed 5-0.  

 
 b. REZ2025-004 - 6851 Queen Mill Rd (Tax Parcel 1804050240) Applicant is seeking 

to rezone 4.0 acres from R-20 to R-15 for the development of seven (7) single-
family detached homes - Community Development Director Michael Hughes  
 
Deferred by the Planning Commission on October 9, 2025 to their November 6, 
2025 hearing. This item will be deferred by the Mayor and Council to their 
November 12, 2025 Public Hearing. 

Item is deferred until November 12th, 2025. 
 

7. PRESENTATIONS/ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS/PROCLAMATIONS 
 a. Presentation of the Wellness Grant Check from Georgia Municipal Association 

(GMA) 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat announced the item.  She provided explanation about the City 
receiving a $2,000 grant through the GMEBS Life & Health Insurance Fund’s Health Wellness 
Program. She recognized Human Resources Director Jeanne Pope who came forward to 
speak about the grant.  Ms. Pope recognized Human Resources Specialist Rochelle Blalock 
who submitted the application to GMEBS for the grant. Ms. Blalock spoke about her 
passion and niche for the health and welfare of the city employees. The audience applauded 
for Ms. Blalock. Photos were taken with Human Resources Director Jeanne Pope, City 
Manager Tanks, GMA representative, Human Resources Manager Candice Fields and 
Human Resources Specialist Rochelle Blalock. Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat expressed 
appreciation on behalf of Mayor and Council to Georgia Municipal Association for the 
award and Human Resources staff for applying for the grant. 

 
 b. Report on City Limit Signage - Sustainability, Waste & Beautification Director 

Emily Groth 
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Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat announced the item and recognized Sustainability, Waste and 
Beautification Director Emily Groth who provided a report on the City Limit Signage 
installation. A PowerPoint presentation was shown and is available in the record. 
 
The presentation addressed that, in partnership with Cobb County DOT, 30 city limit signs 
were installed.  A list of the detailed locations was shown. Communications and other City 
departments may consider a future place-making and branding initiative.  Custom signage 
could include the city logo and unique colors. The Mableton City Limit sign was shown.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat commented about how exciting it was to have the signs installed. 
The signs instill a sense of pride and make the City more visible. 
 

 

8. APPOINTMENTS 
None. 

 

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS - 2 minutes per speaker - no more than 30 minutes for all 
speakers. Anyone wishing to make a public comment should complete and submit the 
public comment card to the City Clerk prior to the start of the meeting. 
City Clerk Hiott reviewed the decorum rules for public comment. 
 
Those who spoke were:  

• Ricardo Lozier, President of Vinings Plantation Association, asked who was 
responsible for detention ponds in his subdivision. The detention ponds are working 
but they are eyesores.  He asked someone to contact him.   

• Monica Delancy who resided in the Riverside Community for eighteen years, spoke 
about organizations she had received awards from over the 21 years and her thriving 
success of her actions. She referenced a post by a City council member and 
responded to the post.   

• Brianne Perkins, resident of Mableton and Pebblebrook graduate, spoke about the 
Civility Resolution passed by the Mableton Council on September 24, 2025.  She 
referenced a comment by a council member referring to a constituent as a pig and 
noted it undermines the Civility measure. She continued to speak about leadership 
as an example, and treating residents with respect and dignity.      

• Denny Wilson commented about being taken back last week when told that the 
citizens were paying more for their water bill than any municipality in Cobb 
County.  She addressed the reading of the meters by the County. Each time she 
complained, the water bill was dropped back to $19.  She asked why Mableton 
residents were being punished with high water bills.   

• Donte Philpot expressed concern about leaders' rude and distasteful behavior during 
the campaign season.    

• Pieter Fridrich expressed his concern about the Georgia State Senate Bill SB375.      
• Sam Culbreth, Chairman of Austell Community Task Force, spoke about the Task 

Force's hosting of the recent candidate forum.  He thanked everyone who 
attended.  He encouraged everyone to get out and vote.   

• Leroy Tre Hutchins, Post 3 Cobb County School Board Member, provided an 
update on the South Cobb Schools. He addressed the City adopting the Resolution 
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of Civility and asked that everyone practice civility and decency.    

 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat explained that as the governing body, they can't comment directly, 
but please know that the Council hears the comments and values the input seriously.  She 
thanked everyone for their public comments. 

 

10. CONSENT AGENDA 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat announced each of the items on the Consent Agenda.   
 
Motion made by Councilmember Davis and seconded by Councilmember Oladapo to 
approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
 a. Approval to negotiate, execute in substantial format all stormwater maintenance 

agreement relating to Elan West/Brookwood Mixed Use located in Land Lots 922 
and 923, 19th District Stormwater Maintenance Agreement 

 b. Approval to negotiate, execute in substantial format all stormwater maintenance 
agreement relating to Seven Brew located in Land Lots 790 and 839, 19th District 
Stormwater Maintenance Agreement 

 c. Approval to negotiate, execute in substantial format all stormwater maintenance 
agreement relating to Sawmill Creek located in Land Lots 087, 088 and 145, 18th 
District Stormwater Maintenance Agreement 

 d. Approval of October 6, 2025 Work Session Minutes 
 e. Approval of October 8, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None. 

 

12. NEW BUSINESS 
 a. Consideration and Approval of IT Policies - IT Director Frantz Francois 

Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat announced the item and provided background. The IT policies will 
be incorporated into the Employee Hand Book.  She named the polices. The policies are 
located within the agenda packet:   
1. Generative AI Acceptable Use Policy 
2. Confidentiality and Acceptable Use Policy 
3. Information Technology and Cybersecurity Policy - Employee Handbook Version 
4. Social Media Policy – Employee Handbook Version 
 
Motion made by Councilmember Oladapo and seconded by Councilmember Herndon to 
approve IT Policies (to be included in Employee Handbook).  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
 b. Consideration and Approval of Resolution Adopting the City of Mableton 

Employee Handbook and Policies - Human Resources Director Jeanne Pope 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat announced the item and provided background.  The handbook is 
located within the agenda packet. The handbook was addressed at a previous October 6, 
2025 work session.  She recognized Human Resources Director, Jeanne Pope.  Ms. Pope 
noted one notable change in the Employee Handbook is that the Paid Time Office (PTO) 
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rollover amount is 480 instead of 320 and made notable change.   
 
Per Council Member Auch's question, Ms. Pope reiterated the PTO roll over accrual 
amount is now 480 hours instead of 320 hours.  
 
Motion made by Councilmember Davis and seconded by Councilmember Herndon to 
approve Resolution Adopting the City of Mableton Employee Handbook and Policies.  The 
motion passed 5-0. 

 
 c. Consideration and Approval of a Resolution Adopting a City of Mableton Fleet 

Management Policy and for Other Lawful Purposes — Finance Director Karen 
Ellis 

Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat announced the item and provided background. The policy was 
previously presented by Finance Director Ellis at the October 6, 2025 work session.  The 
City currently has six electric vehicles and five electric trucks. The policy focuses on six 
different areas: Reducing Emissions, Optimizing Efficiency, Sustainable Procurement, 
Accountability and Compliance, Innovation and Adaptability, and Community Impact.  The 
City is committed to securing an energy-efficient fleet. The plan applies to all motorized 
and non-motorized vehicles that are owned by the City.  
 
Motion made by Councilmember Herndon and seconded by Councilmember Auch to 
approve a Resolution Adopting a City of Mableton Fleet Management Policy and for Other 
Lawful Purposes.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
 d. Consideration and Approval of Recommendation for New Website Provider Civic 

Plus for Implementation, Content Management and Development, Hosting, 
Training and other Services - Communications Director Gregory Woods and IT 
Director Frantz Francois 

Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat announced the item and provided background.  She expressed how 
she thought the item was long overdue. She reported the City had been discussing the 
transitioning of the website from GoDaddy for some time awaiting the hiring of an IT and 
Communications Director.  She expressed her excitement to have the new website as a 
major step forward for the City, paramount for rebranding and building a professional 
presence online.  She recognized Communications Director Gregory Woods and IT 
Director Frantz Francois who provided additional information about the recommendation 
for a new website. There was a PowerPoint presentation. It is available in the record.   
 
Mr. Woods addressed how the City currently uses GoDaddy, which was good for getting 
the City off the ground and communicating with residents.  The City has now expanded 
with new departments and staff, so the City is at the point of needing a website that is 
scalable, stable, easy-to-use for all employees, with content management software 
specifically built for local government.    
 
Mr. Woods addressed how the original committee researched website vendors and 
recommended Civic Plus. At the time of the initial recommendation for CivicPlus, the 
decision was to wait for the hiring of the Communications and IT directors. He and IT 
Director Frantz Francois still recommended CivicPlus.  He continued to explain how 
GoDaddy was not built for the government.  GoDaddy has no ADA compliance tools, no 
news/events functionality, no intranet for staff, and no internal document repository.  Also, 
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any website updates bottleneck in Communications.  Staff must build everything in-house.  
 
Mr. Woods addressed the features of the CivicPlus platform. CivicPlus is ADA 
compliant.  He spoke about the Georgia law requirements for compliance by April 
2026.  CivicPlus has resident engagement.  All three of the City Clerk's Office platforms, 
Civic Plus, Municode, and Laserfiche integrate with CivicPlus.  CivicPlus will offer real-
time push alerts to residents. CivicPlus can grow with the City, adding various capabilities 
as the City grows. Civic Plus will allow an intranet capability and provides transparency 
and workflows.  He noted other cities that use CivicPlus including Savannah, Peachtree 
City, Douglas, South Fulton, Milton, and others.  Mr. Woods recapped that CivicPlus is 
purpose-built for cities, ADA compliant, provides transparency, news and events modules, 
and contains multi-department workflows.  
 
IT Director Frantz Francois explained how Civic Plus met his security requirements to 
make sure all information was secure. He recommended Civic Plus.   
 
Mr. Woods addressed the costs and phases.  To get started with Civic Plus, the cost would 
be just under $17,000 and just under $10,000 a year to maintain.  There will be three 
phases.  Phase 1 is the CivicPlus Basic Plan including workflow features. Phase 2 is to 
implement a City brand and seal process and values, and the third phase is to create a 
specialized design of the website specifically for the City of Mableton.   
 
Questions and discussion followed.  

• Councilmember Oladapo asked about the timing of the phases once approved.  Mr. 
Woods stated it would be the first quarter of 2026.  However, they were still 
working on Phase II (branding and logo), which will require more conversations 
with the Finance Director and City Manager. The RFP has been written.  

• Councilmember Oladapo asked if there would be a downtown and Mr. Woods 
replied no.   

• Councilmember Herndon asked who he was working with CivicPlus regarding the 
website.  Mr. Woods replied IT Director Frantz Francois and City Clerk HIott.  He 
reiterated the first phase was the functionality of the website and the third phase was 
focused on the design after going through a branding process.  

• Councilmember Oladapo affirmed the first phase is moving data from the current 
database to the new platform.  

• Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat asked if the 17,000 base cost was based on the requirement 
submitted and if there could be add-ons to increase the cost.  Mr. Woods stated 
there could be add-ons to increase the cost.     

• Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat asked if the implementation process could take up to six 
months per the packet information, and Mr. Woods stated the six months would be 
for cities that had been around a long time with a lot of content. Mableton's process 
would be more expeditious.  

 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat asked if there were any other questions.  There was none.   
 
Motion made by Councilmember Oladapo and seconded by Councilmember Herndon to 
approve the new website provider, Civic Plus, for implementation, content management 
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and development, hosting, training and other services.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
 e. Consideration and Approval of a Resolution Updating the City of Mableton 

Special Regulatory Fee Schedule to Include Alcohol Server Permit and Special 
Regulatory Work Permit Identification Card Fees - Business License Supervisor 
Lamaya Edmonds 

Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat announced the item and explained that the fee schedule was 
already adopted. The resolution was adding a $10 fee for an alcohol server permit and 
Special Regulatory Work Permit Identification Card fees.  Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat 
recognized Business License Supervisor Lamaya Edmonds who provided additional 
information. She asked if there were any questions and there was none.    
 
Motion made by Councilmember Ron Davis and seconded by Councilmember Auch to 
approve the Resolution upgrading the City of Mableton Special Regulatory Fee Schedule to 
include Alcohol Server Permit and Special Regulatory Work Permit Identification Card 
Fees.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
 f. First Read - An Ordinance Creating Chapter 15, Historic Preservation, of the 

City Code of Ordinances and for Other Lawful Purposes - Deputy Community 
Development Director Tina Garver 

Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat announced the item and recognized Deputy Community 
Development Director Tina Garver who provided a PowerPoint presentation.  She stated 
this is a First Read. The presentation is available in the record. 
 
Community Development Director Tina Garver addressed: 

• The purpose is to establish a uniform procedure for use in providing for the 
protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of places, districts, sites, buildings, 
structures and works of art having a special historical, cultural or aesthetic interest 
or value, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 

•  The ordinance creates the Historic Preservation Commission consisting of seven 
members appointed by each council member. 

• The ordinance outlines the roles and duties of the Historic Preservation 
Commission. She named several highlights. 

• The ordinance addresses the establishment of districts.  The ordinance lays out the 
framework.  Districts and landmarks will be addressed in the future. 

• An historic district is a geographically definable area which contains buildings, 
structures, sites, works of art, or a combination thereof, which:  

1. Have a special character or special historic or aesthetic value or interest;  
2. Represent one or more periods or styles of architecture typical of one or 

more eras in the history of the city, county, state or region;  
3. Cause such area, by reason of such factors, to constitute a visibly perceptible 

section of the city or county.  
• Evaluation of properties.  Individual properties within historic districts shall be 

classified as: 

1. Historic, being more than 50 years old;  
2. Non-historic, being less than 50 years old, yet possessing architectural character;  
3. Intrustions, being structures less than 50 years old which do not contribute to the 
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historical character of the district.  

 
Ms. Garver continued to address the ordinance regarding landmarks, the process and 
requirements for designation of historic districts and landmarks, certificate of 
appropriateness, and demolition or relocation permits. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat stated the ordinance was a first read.  She asked if there was any 
other discussion.  There was none.  She asked about letting her know about the Council's 
appointments for the Historic Commission.  Ms. Garver stated that would be the next step 
following the adoption of the ordinance.   

 

13. OTHER BUSINESS/DISCUSSION 
None. 

 

14. CITY MANAGER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 
 
City Manager comments were as follows: 
- Thanked the City's directors for the policies coming forward 
- Thanked Director Groth for her efforts in helping the City to establish the City's boundary 
signs 
- Thanked the City Attorney for her hard work and noted that the City recently closed on 22 
acres off the Silver Comet Trail, and a hair salon that will be repurposed for City use. 
 

 
 a. City Manager Report 

15. CITY ATTORNEY/CITY CLERK/STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 
No comments.  

 

16. MAYOR AND COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 
 
Councilmember Davis recognized Breast Cancer Awareness Month. He invited everyone to 
Grace City Church this weekend for a breast cancer awareness event hosted by his wife, 
who has fought a successful battle with breast cancer twice. He asked for continued prayers 
for the community, city, and nation, especially during this time of social and political 
discord. 
 
Councilmember Oladapo thanked everyone for coming and wished them safe travel back 
home. 
 
Councilmember Auch thanked staff for securing the health and wellness grant from GMA 
and recognized Director Groth for her work on the City boundary signs. She highlighted 
recent community events she attended. She shared details of upcoming events—including 
the 25th Silver Comet Half and Full Marathons, noting that volunteers are needed—and 
encouraged participation. Finally, she thanked everyone for attending. 
 
Councilmember Herndon thanked attendees in person and online. She acknowledged the 
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progress Mableton has made through the combined efforts of both staff and the Council. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffcoat took a moment to acknowledge Tammy Davis, expressing her 
heartfelt condolences to the family and asking everyone to keep them in their thoughts and 
prayers during this difficult time. She emphasized that help and resources are available for 
anyone experiencing domestic violence and urged those in need to reach out for support. 
She celebrated the City's recent land acquisition. She highlighted two upcoming ribbon 
cuttings for new businesses in Mableton, including a new Chick-fil-A opening in her 
district. She highlighted key upcoming election dates. She encouraged local youth to get 
involved with the Cobb County Youth Commission. She highlighted upcoming fall 
community events and shared the dates of the next Council meetings. 
 

 
 a. Mayor Pro Tem Report 

17. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF NEEDED) FOR LITIGATION (O.C.G.A. 50-14-
3(B)(1)(A)REAL ESTATE(O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(1)) PERSONNEL ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 
(B)(2)) AND MISC. EXEMPTIONS ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(4)&(5)) 
None. 

 

18. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made to adjourn by Councilmember Oladapo and seconded by Councilmember 
Herndon.  The motion passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:08pm. 

 
  

    
     
Dr. Michael Owens, Mayor  Susan Hiott, City Clerk 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Approval to allow the Mayor to sign the stormwater 
maintenance agreement for the 6470 Mableton Parkway. Property is located in Land Lot 297, 
18th District, Cobb County. PIN 18029700400 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Maintenance Agreement Mableton Parkway Commercial-10-30-2025-Signed 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Ratification of Council member approved site plan and 
landscaping plan - Gas Station Expansion located at 124 Six Flags Pkwy, PIN 18060300020. 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: Section 2.03 of the zoning ordinance outlines procedures for 
modifications to site plans or zoning conditions applied to any rezoning, temporary land use 
permits, special land use permit, or other zoning agenda item. Additionally, this code states the 
following: 
 
Any rezoning, temporary land use permit, or other zoning agenda item approved by the Cobb 
County Board of Commissioners before the adoption of the MZC that requires the district 
commissioner approve a site plan, landscape plan, architecture or other item as a condition of 
zoning and no such approval was made as of the adoption of the MZC, shall require approval by 
the Council Member in whose district the property is located. Upon that Council Member’s 
approval, the item shall be ratified by being placed on the consent agenda for the next regularly 
scheduled Council meeting.  Site plans, landscape plans, architecture or other items previously 
approved by the district commissioner may only be amended by the Mayor and Council at any 
regularly scheduled meeting or hearing following the approval of the Council Member in whose 
district the property is located.    
 
The attached plans were conditionally approved by Councilwoman Oladapo on _____. 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. 124 Six Flags Site Plan 
2. 124 Six Flags Pkwy Landscaping Plan 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Consideration and Approval of an Agreement with Georgia 
Municipal Association and the City of Mableton  for collection of unpaid, escaped and 
delinquent privilege or occupational license taxes and fees from firms or associations transacting 
insurance business in the City 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Mableton-GMA DBL Agreement 
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A G R E E M E N T 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY OF   COBB 

This Agreement made and entered into the day of  , 20  between the 

GEORGIA MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION Inc. (“GMA”) and the CITY OF MABLETON, Georgia (the “City”). 

WITNESSETH: That for the promises and consideration hereinafter set forth, GMA and the City agree that: 

1. GMA is authorized to, and will make the necessary investigations or take such action as may be required
in its judgment to collect unpaid, escaped and delinquent privilege or occupational license taxes and fees
(“Taxes”) from corporations, firms or associations transacting insurance business in the City, under the
requirements of the ordinance of said City, and Georgia law.

2. The City shall not incur any expense or liability in connection with such investigation and collection except
as hereinafter set forth.

3. GMA, at its expense, will write all necessary letters and assume all other expenses incurred in the
collection of the Taxes, including legal expenses. GMA is hereby authorized if it deems necessary, but
not obligated, to employ at its expense legal counsel and other persons. The City agrees to cooperate
with GMA in such action as may be reasonably required to collect the Taxes.

4. In order to defray the cost of the investigation, legal expenses and collection of the Taxes, GMA shall be
entitled to 50% of all amounts of such delinquent and escaped Taxes recovered and the remaining 50%
shall be remitted periodically to the City accompanied by itemized statements. In the event that Taxes
collected through the efforts of GMA are paid directly to the City, GMA shall receive credit in accord with
this formula. GMA shall receive no compensation for Taxes collected in subsequent years on payments
received from billings by the City to companies from which GMA has collected under this Agreement.

5. During the term of this Agreement, the City shall notify GMA of any payments or compromise settlements
received by the City of such delinquent Taxes due from insurance corporations, firms or associations,
and forward any correspondence received in connection with such delinquent Taxes to GMA for further
investigation and handling; and shall otherwise provide such information as may be reasonably
necessary for the collection efforts and requested by GMA.

6. This Agreement shall remain in full force and effect until terminated by either party upon giving at least
ninety (90) day notice in writing to the other party.

7. Georgia Security and Immigration Compliance Act

Contractor agrees that, in the event Contractor employs or contracts with any subcontractor(s) in
connection with the covered contract, Contractor will secure from the subcontractor(s) such
subcontractor(s’) indication of the employee-number category applicable to the subcontractor.

Contractor attests compliance with the requirements of O.C.G.A. §13-10-91 and Rule 300-10-1-.02 by the
execution of the contractor affidavit attached as Exhibit A as shown in Rule 300-10-1-.07, or a substantially
similar contractor affidavit, which document is attached to and made a part of the contract.
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Contractor agrees that, in the event Contractor employs or contracts with any subcontractor(s) in 
connection with the covered contract, Contractor will secure from such subcontractor(s) attestation of the 
subcontractor’s compliance with O.C.G.A. 13-10-91 and Rule 300-10-1-.02 by the subcontractor’s 
execution of the subcontractor affidavit shown in Rule 300-10-1-.08 or a substantially similar 
subcontractor affidavit, and maintain records of such attestation for inspection by the City at any time. 
Such subcontractor affidavit shall be made a part of the contractor/subcontractor agreement. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by their duly authorized 
officers and their seals affixed the day and year first above written. 

 
 
 
GEORGIA MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION, Inc. CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA 

 
 
By:   By:    

NAME:   Larry H. Hanson    NAME:          

TITLE:   CEO and Executive Director   TITLE:           

 

Page 90 of 225



Page 91 of 225



 
AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: Economic Development Department 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Consideration and Approval of Resolution of the City of 
Mableton Requesting and Authorizing the City's Local Legislative Delegation to Introduce 
Legislation at the Regular 2026 Session of the Georgia General Assembly Authorizing a 
Referendum Election for the City's Exercise of Redevelopment and other Powers and for Other 
Lawful Purposes - Economic Development Director Artie Jones 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: Georgia Redevelopment Powers Law – Steps and Timeline 
  
1. City Council Workshop Discussion 

• Purpose: Provide an overview of the Redevelopment Powers Law (O.C.G.A. § 36-44) 
and its benefits, such as enabling tax allocation districts (TADs) and other redevelopment 
tools. 

• Timing: October 6, 2025 (planned workshop). 
• Outcome: Informal consensus on whether to pursue adoption. 

2. Adoption of Resolution Requesting Local Legislation 

• Action: City Council passes a formal resolution authorizing the request for local 
legislation to grant redevelopment powers. 

• Responsible Party: Mayor and City Council. 
• Timing: Regular session following the workshop (ideally by late October 2025). 
• Details: 

o The resolution must specify the City’s intent to seek the General Assembly’s 
approval. 

o Draft resolution prepared by the City Attorney’s office. 
o This resolution is transmitted to the local legislative delegation. 

3. Submission to Georgia General Assembly 

• Action: Local delegation sponsors the bill during the 2026 Legislative Session (January–
March 2026). 

• Notes: 
o The bill is local legislation and must pass both chambers. 
o Once passed, it is signed by the Governor. 
o Timeline: Passage typically occurs within the same session if submitted early. 

4. Scheduling and Conducting the Local Referendum 
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• Action: Upon enactment of the local law, the City Council must call for a referendum. 
• Requirements: 

o Must comply with Georgia election law deadlines (O.C.G.A. § 21-2). 
o Coordinate with the County Board of Elections to select a date. 
o Provide appropriate public notices and ballot language. 

• Timing: 
o Earliest practical date: General or Special Election in late 2026 (e.g., November 

2026 General Election). 
o Allow 90–120 days for notice, ballot preparation, and voter education. 

5. Post-Referendum Implementation 

• If Approved by Voters: 
o City Council may adopt ordinances establishing Redevelopment Areas and Tax 

Allocation Districts (TADs). 
o Prepare Redevelopment Plans in compliance with statutory requirements. 
o Begin negotiations with taxing jurisdictions for participation in TADs. 
o Prepare for issuance of TAD bonds or other financing mechanisms. 

• If Rejected: 
o The process ends unless reintroduced in a future election cycle. 

6. Approximate Timeline 
Step Target Date 
Workshop & Initial Discussion October 6, 2025 
Resolution Adoption Late October–November 2025 
Submission to General Assembly January–March 2026 
Enactment of Local Law By April 2026 
Call for Referendum Mid–2026 
Referendum Vote November 2026 (General) 
Adoption of Redevelopment Plans Early 2027 
First TAD Financing/Projects Late 2027–2028 
7. Key Legal Considerations 

• Compliance with O.C.G.A. § 36-44: Ensure all redevelopment areas and plans meet 
statutory definitions and procedural requirements. 

• Public Transparency: Provide ample public information and outreach regarding TAD 
impacts on schools and other taxing bodies. 

• Bond Validation: Any TAD bond issuance requires judicial validation proceedings in 
superior court. 

• Coordination with Taxing Jurisdictions: Agreements with the County and School 
District may be necessary for full participation. 

 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   

There is no financial impact associated with the current actions being undertaken by the City of 
Mableton’s Economic Development Office regarding the exploration of redevelopment powers. 

Should the Georgia General Assembly authorize the City of Mableton to call for a local 
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referendum in November 2026, and if the referendum is approved by the voters, the City would 
then incur financial costs associated with the development of a formal Redevelopment Plan. 
This plan would outline the proposed Tax Allocation District (TAD) boundaries, financial 
projections, and implementation strategy required to activate the City’s redevelopment powers 
under Georgia’s Redevelopment Powers Law. 

At this stage, all efforts are preliminary and carry no fiscal impact to the City’s budget. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the City Council authorize the Mayor to 
execute a resolution for the general assembly to introduce legislation at the 2026 regular session 
of the general assembly to allow the City of Mableton through referendum the exercise of 
redevelopment and other powers and for lawful purposes. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Resolution for Redevelopment Referendum Rev. 9.26.25 
2. History of Tax Allocation Districts Chronology 
3. Georgia Redevelopment Powers Law Steps 
4. Tax_Allocation_Districts_TADs Introductory Slide Show 
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STATE OF GEORGIA       RES 
COBB COUNTY 
CITY OF MABLETON 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA, REQUESTING AND 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY’S LOCAL LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION TO 
INTRODUCE LEGISLATION AT THE REGULAR 2026 SESSION OF THE GEORGIA 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY AUTHORIZING A REFERENDUM ELECTION FOR THE 
CITY’S EXERCISE OF REDEVELOPMENT AND OTHER POWERS AND FOR 

OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Mableton (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized 
and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia;  

 
WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City is the Mayor and Council 

(“City Council”) thereof; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Charter Section 2.16(b) authorizes the City “to adopt and provide 

for the execution of such ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations, not inconsistent with this 
charter and the Constitution and the laws of the State of Georgia, which it shall deem necessary, 
expedient, or helpful for the peace, good order, protection of life and property, health, welfare, 
sanitation, comfort, convenience, prosperity, or well-being of the inhabitants of the City of 
Mableton;” 

 
WHEREAS, Article IX, Section II, Paragraph VII(b) of the Georgia Constitution 

authorizes the General Assembly by local law, to grant to the City all redevelopment and other 
powers under Chapter 44 of Title 36 of the O.C.G.A., the "Redevelopment Powers Law," as 
amended, to undertake and carry out community redevelopment, to create tax allocation districts, 
to issue tax allocation bonds, and to incur other obligations and to exercise redevelopment powers 
as fully as the "Redevelopment Powers Law" may now or hereafter permit and not to limit any 
redevelopment powers permitted under the Redevelopment Powers Law; 

 
WHEREAS, the Georgia Constitution further provides that no local law of the General 

Assembly granting the City all redevelopment and other powers under the "Redevelopment Powers 
Law" shall become effective unless approved in a referendum by a majority of the qualified voters 
voting thereon in the City;  
 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to convey its desire to have local legislation granting the City 
all redevelopment and other powers under the "Redevelopment Powers Law" and calling for a 
referendum election submitting this local legislation to the electors of the City for approval or 
rejection; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds this Resolution to be in the best interests of the health, 

safety and welfare of the City.  
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 IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the governing authority of the City of Mableton, as 
follows:  

Section 1.   
 

a. Request to Mableton Local Legislative Delegation:  The City of Mableton, Georgia, 
respectfully requests that the City’s Local Legislative Delegation introduce legislation at 
the 2026 regular session of the Georgia General Assembly: 
 
1. Granting the City all redevelopment and other powers under the "Redevelopment 

Powers Law," as amended, which shall include authorization to undertake and carry 
out community redevelopment, to create tax allocation districts, to issue tax allocation 
bonds, and to incur other obligations within the meaning of and as fully permitted under 
the provisions of Article IX, Section II, Paragraph VII(b) of the Constitution of the 
State of Georgia of 1983, as amended, and to authorize the City to exercise  
redevelopment powers as fully as the "Redevelopment Powers Law" may now or 
hereafter permit and not to limit any redevelopment powers permitted under the 
Redevelopment Powers Law, and  
 

2. Authorizing an election in the City concerning the approval or rejection of such local 
legislation granting the City all redevelopment and other powers under the 
"Redevelopment Powers Law," as amended.   

 
b. Proposed Legislation. A template for the local legislation that the Local Legislative 

Delegation may present to legislative counsel for review is attached hereto as Exhibit “A.” 
 

c. Instruction to City Clerk.  The City Clerk is hereby instructed to promptly email copies 
of this Resolution to all members of the City’s Local Legislative Delegation. 

 
******************** 

 
   Section 2.  It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that:  

(a) All Resolutions and parts of Resolutions in conflict with this Resolution are hereby 
repealed. 

(b) All sections, paragraphs, sentences and phrases of this Resolution are or were, upon their 
enactment, believed by the City Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 

(c) To the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Resolution is severable from every other section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution.  No section, paragraph, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this Resolution is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution. 

(d) In the event any portion of this Resolution shall be declared or adjudged invalid or 
unconstitutional, it is the intention of the City Council of the City that such adjudication 
shall in no manner affect the other sections, sentences, clauses or phrases of this 
Resolution which shall remain in full force and effect, as if the invalid or unconstitutional 
section, sentence, clause or phrase were not originally a part of this Resolution.  
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Section 3. As of the adoption of this Resolution, all alcoholic beverage and regulatory license 
and permit fees within the City of Mableton shall be imposed and administered pursuant to 
Chapter 5 and Chapter 7 of the of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Mableton.  

 
Section 4.  The City Attorney and City Clerk are authorized to make non-substantive editing 

and renumbering revisions to this Resolution for proofing and renumbering purposes.     
 
Section 5.  The effective date of this Resolution shall be the date of adoption, unless ordained 

otherwise by the City, or required otherwise by the City Charter, state and/or federal law. In the 
event that any effective date herein is determined by a Court of law to be invalid, said effective 
date shall instead be the earliest date allowed by law.   
 
 SO RESOLVED this ______ day of __________________, 2025. 
 
ATTEST:                                                                       CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA: 
 
 
___________________________________                 _________________________________                                          
Susan D. Hiott, City Clerk                                  Dr. Michael Owens, Mayor 
 
APPROVAL AS TO FORM:  
 
   
__________________________________________                                                          
Emilia Walker-Ashby, Interim City Attorney 
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Exhibit A 
 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

AN ACT 

To authorize the City of Mableton, Georgia, to exercise all redevelopment and other powers 
under Article IX, Section II, Paragraph VII(b) of the Georgia Constitution and Chapter 44 of Title 
36 of the O.C.G.A., the "Redevelopment Powers Law," as amended; to provide for a referendum; 
to provide effective dates; to provide for automatic repeal under certain circumstances; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 

SECTION 1. 

The City of Mableton shall be and is authorized to exercise all redevelopment and other powers 
under Chapter 44 of Title 36 of the O.C.G.A., the "Redevelopment Powers Law," as amended. The 
intention of this Act is to authorize the City of Mableton to undertake and carry out community 
redevelopment, to create tax allocation districts, to issue tax allocation bonds, and to incur other 
obligations within the meaning of and as fully permitted under the provisions of Article IX, Section 
II, Paragraph VII(b) of the Constitution of the State of Georgia of 1983, as amended, and to 
authorize the City of Mableton to exercise redevelopment powers as fully as the "Redevelopment 
Powers Law" may now or hereafter permit and not to limit any redevelopment powers permitted 
under the "Redevelopment Powers Law." 

SECTION 2. 

The municipal election superintendent of the City of Mableton shall call and conduct an election 
as provided in this section for the purpose of submitting this Act to the electors of the City of 
Mableton for approval or rejection. The municipal election superintendent shall conduct that 
election on the date of the general primary in [INSERT DATE], and shall issue the call and conduct 
that election as provided by general law. The municipal election superintendent shall cause the 
date and purpose of the election to be published once a week for two weeks immediately 
preceding the date thereof in the official organ of Cobb County, Georgia. The ballot shall have 
written or printed thereon the words: 

“Shall the Act be approved which authorizes the City of Mableton to utilize 
tax allocation districts and redevelopment powers under the 
'Redevelopment Powers Law,' as it may be amended from time to time? 

( ) YES 
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( ) NO” 

 

All persons desiring to vote for approval of the Act shall vote "Yes," and all persons desiring to   
vote for rejection of the Act shall vote "No." If more than one-half of the votes cast on such 
question are for approval of the Act, then Section 1 of this Act shall become of full force and 
effect immediately. If Section 1 of this Act is not so approved or if the election is not conducted 
as provided in this section, Section 1 of this Act shall not become effective and this Act shall be 
automatically repealed on the first day of January immediately following that election date. The 
expense of such election shall be borne by the City of Mableton. It shall be the municipal election 
superintendent's duty to certify the result thereof to the Secretary of State. 

SECTION 3. 

Except as otherwise provided in Section 2 of this Act, this Act shall become effective upon its 
approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval. 

SECTION 4. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed. 
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Overview on Tax Allocation Districts (TADs) 

How TADs Work 

1. Base Value Freeze – When a TAD is created, the taxable value of property 
inside the district is “frozen” at the current level. 

2. Increment Capture – As redevelopment occurs, property values rise. The 
additional property tax revenue (the increment) above the frozen base is 
placed into a special TAD fund. 

3. Use of Funds – Increment revenues are used to: 

o Repay bonds issued upfront to finance public improvements, or 

o Reimburse developers for eligible costs through “pay-as-you-go” 
financing. 

4. District Termination – The TAD continues until debts and redevelopment 
costs are repaid, after which the full property tax revenue flows back to 
the general funds of the city, county, and school district (if participating). 

 

Advantages of TADs 

• Catalytic Investment – Attracts private development that may not occur 
otherwise by funding infrastructure, site prep, and public amenities. 

• Self-Financing – Relies on future tax growth within the district, not on 
existing general fund revenues. 

• Leverage – One dollar of TAD funding can unlock many more dollars in 
private investment. 

• Flexibility – Can be structured as bond financing or pay-as-you-go, 
tailored to project needs. 

• Targeted Revitalization – Focuses resources on distressed areas, corridors, 
or underutilized sites in need of redevelopment. 

• Job Creation & Tax Base Growth – Stimulates commercial, residential, and 
mixed-use projects that increase long-term revenues once the TAD 
expires. 
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Disadvantages of TADs 

• Revenue Diversion – During the life of the TAD, tax increments are 
unavailable to the city’s general fund, county, and schools (unless 
negotiated for participation). 

• Risk Exposure – If property values don’t increase as projected, the 
increment may be insufficient to cover bonds or commitments. 

• Equity Concerns – Benefits may concentrate in TAD areas, while non-TAD 
neighborhoods see slower reinvestment. 

• Complexity – Requires detailed redevelopment plans, legal approvals, 
and oversight to ensure compliance. 

• Long Time Horizon – TADs often last 20–30 years, tying up increment 
revenues for extended periods. 

 

Balanced View for Mableton: 
TADs are one of the most effective redevelopment tools in Georgia. They can 
transform underutilized corridors (such as Six Flags/I-20 gateways or Floyd Road 
commercial strips), but they require careful structuring to balance community 
needs, protect school and city finances, and ensure that public benefits 
(infrastructure, affordable housing, jobs) are guaranteed alongside private 
development gains. 

 

 

History of Tax Allocation Districts (TADs) in Georgia 

• 1985 – Enabling law. Georgia’s General Assembly adopted the 
Redevelopment Powers Law (O.C.G.A. §36-44), authorizing cities and 
counties—after a local referendum—to create TADs (Georgia’s version of 
tax-increment financing).  

• 1992 – First Georgia TAD. Atlanta created the Techwood/Westside TAD 
(recertified/expanded in 1998), establishing the state’s initial model for 
using increment to fund major urban redevelopment.  

• 2001–2005 – Early flagship deals. Atlanta issued its first TAD bonds 
(Westside TAD) and financed the Atlantic Station brownfield conversion 
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with TAD bonds (circa $67–$76M in early issuances). The BeltLine TAD was 
approved in 2005 with a 25-year financial plan.  

• 2008 – Court ruling and constitutional fix. The Georgia Supreme Court’s 
Woodham v. City of Atlanta decision restricted use of school tax 
increments in TADs. Voters then approved Constitutional Amendment 2 
(Nov. 4, 2008), restoring school-board-approved participation in TADs.  

• Post-recession evolution. A 2019 policy study documents Georgia’s TAD 
growth pattern and confirms Atlanta/Georgia’s first TAD chronology. 
Programs since then have increasingly targeted infrastructure, housing, 
and catalytic mixed-use with pay-as-you-go and bond structures.  

How TADs work  

A TAD freezes the base taxable value inside a district; future growth in property-
tax revenue (the “increment”) is set aside to reimburse eligible public costs or 
repay TAD bonds per an adopted redevelopment plan. The district dissolves 
when obligations are satisfied and the governing body votes to end it under 
state law.  

Notable Georgia Projects Funded (in whole or part) by TADs 

• Atlantic Station (Atlanta) – Nationally recognized brownfield conversion of 
the former Atlantic Steel site; TAD proceeds funded remediation, streets, 
utilities, parking and other public works—enabling billions in private 
investment.  

• Atlanta BeltLine TAD (Atlanta) – Adopted in 2005 as the fiscal backbone 
for trails, transit-ready corridors, parks, and affordable housing; subsequent 
bonds and pay-go revenues have supported multiple phases and 
Westside neighborhood projects.  

• Westside TAD grants (Atlanta) – Ongoing Westside TAD resources have 
helped close gaps for redevelopment and housing (e.g., 2024 Westside 
TAD grant supporting English Avenue housing).  

• Perry-Bolton TAD (Northwest Atlanta) – Helped unlock large infill housing 
tracts (e.g., Dupont Commons/Marietta Road area) on former industrial 
land.  
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• Camp Creek Marketplace & Corridors (East Point) – Camp Creek TAD 
(2001) and the Corridors/Downtown plan used TAD as a key tool to attract 
private retail, roadway upgrades, and site work along key corridors.  

• Smyrna Downtown TAD (Cobb County) – Established 2003 around 
downtown to spur mixed-use, corridor reinvestment (South Cobb 
Dr./Spring Rd./Windy Hill).  

• Columbus River District TADs (Muscogee County) – The Uptown (River 
District) TAD has funded parking and public infrastructure supporting large 
mixed-use (e.g., up to ~$38M request for Riverfront Place deck and 
improvements).  

Why this matters for Mableton 

• Legal framework is established and flexible. Georgia law provides wide 
latitude to tailor district boundaries, project lists, and finance methods in a 
local redevelopment plan adopted by ordinance after public process.  

• Proven tool in Cobb/metro Atlanta. Neighboring jurisdictions (Smyrna, 
Atlanta, East Point) have used TADs to drive corridor reinvestment, 
brownfield cleanup, and housing—use cases directly relevant to Six 
Flags/I-20 gateways, aging corridors, and catalytic sites near Mableton.  

• Housing & infrastructure leverage. Recent Westside TAD grants illustrate 
how Georgia TADs are being used to add affordable housing and rehab 
aging units while funding critical public improvements—an approach 
Mableton can adapt to local priorities. 
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Georgia Redevelopment Powers Law – Steps and Timeline 

 

1. City Council Workshop Discussion 

• Purpose: Provide an overview of the Redevelopment Powers Law (O.C.G.A. § 36-44) 
and its benefits, such as enabling tax allocation districts (TADs) and other 
redevelopment tools. 

• Timing: October 6, 2025 (planned workshop). 

• Outcome: Informal consensus on whether to pursue adoption. 

 

2. Adoption of Resolution Requesting Local Legislation 

• Action: City Council passes a formal resolution authorizing the request for local 
legislation to grant redevelopment powers. 

• Responsible Party: Mayor and City Council. 

• Timing: Regular session following the workshop (ideally by late October 2025). 

• Details: 

o The resolution must specify the City’s intent to seek the General Assembly’s 
approval. 

o Draft resolution prepared by the City Attorney’s office. 

o This resolution is transmitted to the local legislative delegation. 

 

3. Submission to Georgia General Assembly 

• Action: Local delegation sponsors the bill during the 2026 Legislative Session 
(January–March 2026). 

• Notes: 

o The bill is local legislation and must pass both chambers. 

o Once passed, it is signed by the Governor. 

o Timeline: Passage typically occurs within the same session if submitted 
early. 
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4. Scheduling and Conducting the Local Referendum 

• Action: Upon enactment of the local law, the City Council must call for a 
referendum. 

• Requirements: 

o Must comply with Georgia election law deadlines (O.C.G.A. § 21-2). 

o Coordinate with the County Board of Elections to select a date. 

o Provide appropriate public notices and ballot language. 

• Timing: 

o Earliest practical date: General or Special Election in late 2026 (e.g., 
November 2026 General Election). 

o Allow 90–120 days for notice, ballot preparation, and voter education. 

 

5. Post-Referendum Implementation 

• If Approved by Voters: 

o City Council may adopt ordinances establishing Redevelopment Areas and 
Tax Allocation Districts (TADs). 

o Prepare Redevelopment Plans in compliance with statutory requirements. 

o Begin negotiations with taxing jurisdictions for participation in TADs. 

o Prepare for issuance of TAD bonds or other financing mechanisms. 

• If Rejected: 

o The process ends unless reintroduced in a future election cycle. 

 

6. Approximate Timeline 

Step Target Date 

Workshop & Initial Discussion October 6, 2025 
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Step Target Date 

Resolution Adoption Late October–November 2025 

Submission to General Assembly January–March 2026 

Enactment of Local Law By April 2026 

Call for Referendum Mid–2026 

Referendum Vote November 2026 (General) 

Adoption of Redevelopment Plans Early 2027 

First TAD Financing/Projects Late 2027–2028 

 

7. Key Legal Considerations 

• Compliance with O.C.G.A. § 36-44: Ensure all redevelopment areas and plans meet 
statutory definitions and procedural requirements. 

• Public Transparency: Provide ample public information and outreach regarding TAD 
impacts on schools and other taxing bodies. 

• Bond Validation: Any TAD bond issuance requires judicial validation proceedings in 
superior court. 

• Coordination with Taxing Jurisdictions: Agreements with the County and School 
District may be necessary for full participation. 

 

Page 106 of 225



Understanding Tax Allocation Districts (TADs)

How TADs Benefit Local 
Governments and Developers
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A TAD is a designated redevelopment area where 
future increases in property taxes (the tax increment) 
are used to finance infrastructure and development 

costs.

Authorized under Georgia’s Redevelopment Powers 
Law (O.C.G.A. §36-44).

TADs are commonly used to revitalize blighted or 
underdeveloped areas.

What is a Tax Allocation District (TAD)?
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1. Establish Baseline: Current 
property values are frozen when the 

TAD is created.

2. Development Occurs: 
A developer funds the 

project, increasing 
property values.

3. Tax Increment: The 
increase in tax revenues 

above the baseline is 
allocated to repay 

redevelopment costs.

4. General Fund 
Protection: The local 

government continues 
to receive taxes on the 
original baseline value.

How TADs Work

Page 110 of 225



Stimulates economic 
development without using 

general fund revenue. Revitalizes blighted or 
underutilized areas.

Expands the tax base 
over time.

Enhances public 
infrastructure and 

community amenities.

Attracts private 
investment and jobs.

Benefits to Local Governments
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Public infrastructure 
improvements 

(roads, sidewalks, 
utilities, water/sewer 

upgrades).

Land acquisition, site 
preparation, and 
environmental 
remediation.

Construction or 
rehabilitation of 
public facilities 
(parks, plazas, 
parking decks).

Affordable or mixed-
income housing 

development 
support.

Streetscape 
enhancements and 

beautification 
projects

Debt Service 
payments on bonds 

issued to finance 
redevelopment 

activities

Other costs directly 
related to the 

redevelopment plan 
and approved by the 

local government

Permissible Uses of TAD Funds
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Scenario: Redevelopment of an Underutilized Parcel

Item Value/Rate

Base Assessed Property Value 
(Before Development)

$2,000,000

Developed Assessed Property 
Value (After Redevelopment)

$12,000,000

Local Combined Millage Rate 
(County + Schools)

30 mills (i.e., 3.0%)

Duration of TAD 20 years

Example
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Step 1: Convert millage to a percentage

30 mills = 30 ÷ 1,000 = 0.03 (3%)

Step 2: Multiply by base value

Calculate the Property Tax Before Development (Baseline)

This $60,000 continues to flow to the City’s general fund and other taxing bodies during the life 
of the TAD—no existing revenues are diverted.
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Calculate the Property Tax After Redevelopment

Determine the Increment (TAD Revenue)

The $300,000 annual increment is the new revenue created solely by 
the redevelopment.

These funds can be pledged to repay TAD bonds or reimbursed to the 
developer for eligible expenses (infrastructure, site prep, utilities, etc.).
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• Ignoring growth and inflation for simplicity:

 $6 million becomes available for 
redevelopment activities without tapping 
the City’s general fund. Any increase in 
property values or millage rates during the 
20 years would make the increment—and 
therefore the TAD fund—even larger.

Estimate Total 
Available TAD Funds 
Over 20 Years
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Access to financing for site preparation, infrastructure, or other 
costs.

Reduces upfront development expenses.

Encourages investment in areas that might otherwise be 
financially unfeasible.

Partnership with local government improves project credibility 
and support.

Benefits to Developers
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TADs leverage 
future tax 
revenues 

generated by 
development—

not existing 
general fund 

revenues.

Local 
governments 
benefit from 

economic 
growth and 

expanded tax 
base without 

immediate 
budget impact.

Developers 
benefit from 

cost recovery, 
making 

transformative 
projects 
possible.

TADs are a win-
win tool for 
revitalizing 

communities.

Key Takeaways

Page 118 of 225



Q&A
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Second Read - Consideration and Approval of An Ordinance 
Setting the FY 2026 Regular Meeting Schedule - City Clerk Susan Hiott 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Copy of Copy of 2026 #2 - Council Meetings Schedule-MF.docx (1) 
2. Ordinance Setting the FY 2026 Regular Meeting Schedule Rev. 11.7.25 (1) 
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             CITY OF MABLETON – MAYOR AND COUNCIL REGULARLY  
                     SCHEDULED MEETINGS – 2026 

The Mableton Mayor and Council’s regularly scheduled meetings, during the calendar year of 2026, are to be held at the 
EpiCenter135 Riverside Pkwy, Austell, GA  30168 at 6:30 p.m. The second work session of the month starts at 5:15 p.m. 
prior to the regular meeting.  The regular meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month. The Monday Work 
Sessions start at 6:30 p.m. and will be held at 1245 Veterans Memorial Highway, Hawthorne Plaza, Suite 20, Mableton. 
Additional special called meetings may be called and posted in accordance with Mableton City Charter and Georgia Open 
Meetings Law. Cancellations or changes in meeting location or time will be posted. Meeting locations change if a holiday.  

Date/2026 Type Meeting Starting Time  Date/2026 Type Meeting Starting Time 

January 6* 
Tuesday Regular 
Meeting Per Charter    6:30 P.M.  July 6 - 8 NO MEETINGS 

July 4th on Sat.  
SUMMER BREAK 
Offices closed on Friday 

January 28* Wednesday Work 
Session  5:15 P.M.  July 22*EC Wednesday Work Session 5:15 P.M. 

January 28* Wednesday Regular 
Meeting  6:30 P.M.   July 22*EC Wednesday Regular 

Meeting 6:30 P.M. 

January - GMA 
Cities United 
Summit  

Jan. 23-26, 2026 Omni Hotel 
Centennial 
Park - Atlanta 

 
August 10**VMH Monday Work Session 6:30 P.M. 

February 9**VMH Monday Work 
Session 6:30 P.M.   

August 12*EC Wednesday Regular 
Meeting 

6:30 P.M. 

February 11*EC Wednesday Regular 
Meeting 6:30 P.M.   August 26*EC Wednesday Work 

Session 5:15 P.M. 

February 20 - 22 
 

Spring Planning 
Conference TBD   August 26*EC Wednesday Regular 

Meeting 6:30 P.M. 

February 25*EC Wednesday Work 
Session 5:15 P.M.  

 September 9 - 
Wed. *EC 

Wednesday Work Session 
Labor Day was on  
Monday  

5:15 P.M.  

February 25*EC Wednesday Regular 
Meeting  6:30 P.M.   September 9*EC Wednesday Regular 

Meeting 6:30 P.M. 

March 9**VMH Monday Work 
 Session 6:30 P.M.   September 23*EC Wednesday Work Session 5:15 P.M.  

March 11*EC Wednesday Regular 
Meeting  6:30 P.M.  September 23*EC Wednesday Regular 

Meeting 6:30 P.M.  

March 25*EC Wednesday Work 
Session 5:15 P.M.  

 October 14 - Wed. 
*EC 

Wednesday Work Sess.* 
Indigenous People Day on 
Monday 

   5:15 P.m. 

March 25*EC Wednesday Regular 
Meeting 6:30 P.M.   October 14*EC Wednesday Regular 

Meeting    6:30 P.M. 

April 6**VMH Monday Work 
Session 6:30 P.M.   October Fall Planning Conference  TBD 

April 8*EC Wednesday Regular 
Meeting 6:30 P.M.   October 28*EC Wednesday Work Session  5:15 P.M 

April 22*EC Wednesday Work 
Session 5:15 P.M.  October 28*EC Wednesday Regular 

Meeting 6:30 P.M. 

April 22*EC Wednesday Regular 
Meeting 6:30 P.M.   November 9 - 

*Mon.EC 
 Monday  Work 
Session - Epi Center 5:15  P.M. 

May 11**VMH Monday Work 
Session 6:30 P.M  November 9 - 

Mon*.EC 
Monday Reg. Mtg. Wed. 
is Veterans Day - Epi Ctr. 6:30 P.M.  

May 13 *EC Wednesday Regular 
Meeting  6:30 P.M.  November 25 - 

Wednesday NO MEETING 5:15 P.M. CANCELLED 

May 27*EC Wednesday Work 
Session 5:15 P.M.  

 November 25 - 
Wednesday 

HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING 
November 26th 

6:30 - NO MEETING 
CANCELLED  

May 27*EC Wednesday Regular 
Meeting 6:30 P.M.   December 7**VMH Monday Work Session 

 
6:30 P.M. 

June 8**VMH Monday Work 
Session  6:30 P.M.  December 9*EC Wednesday Regular 

Meeting 
6:30 P.M. 

June 10*EC Wednesday Regular 
Meeting 6:30 P.M.  December 21-23 NO MEETINGS MERRY 

CHRISTMAS  

Public Hearings  Budget Adoption TBD      

June 24*EC Wednesday Work S 5:15 P.M.  * Epi Center- EC *Meet at Epi Center EC 

June 24*EC Wednesday Regular 6:30 P.M.   ** 1245 Vet. Mem. 
Highway -Suite 20 

** Meet at Administrative 
Offices - VMH Suite 20 

VMH 

June 26-30, 2026 GMA Conference Savannah, GA     
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STATE OF GEORGIA ORD 2024-11- 
COBB COUNTY 
CITY OF MABLETON 

 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE YEAR 2026 REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE 

AND OTHER PURPOSES. 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Mableton (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized 
and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia; 

 
WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City is the Mayor and Council 

(“City Council”) thereof; 
 

WHEREAS, Sec. 2.19 of the City Charter provides that “[t]he city council shall hold 
regular meetings at such times and places as shall be prescribed by ordinance”; 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires through this Ordinance to adopt a regular meeting 

schedule for year 2026; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds this Ordinance to be in the best interest of the health, 
safety and welfare of the City. 

 
IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED, by the governing authority of the City of Mableton as 

follows: 
 

Section 1. The City Council hereby adopts the 2026 Regular City Council Meeting 
Schedule, as attached hereto. Any scheduling and/or location changes that becomes necessary 
with respect to this schedule shall be publicly noticed as required by law.   

 
************************* 

 
Section 2. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that: 

(a) All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 
(b) All sections, paragraphs, sentences and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their 

enactment, believed by the City Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 
(c) To the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause 

or phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Ordinance. No section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of 
this Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause 
or phrase of this Ordinance. 

(d) In the event any portion of this Ordinance shall be declared or adjudged invalid or 
unconstitutional, it is the intention of the City Council of the City that such adjudication 
shall in no manner affect the other sections, sentences, clauses or phrases of this 
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Ordinance which shall remain in full force and effect, as if the invalid or unconstitutional 
section, sentence, clause or phrase were not originally a part of the Ordinance. 

 
Section 3. The City Attorney and City Clerk are authorized to make non-substantive 

editing and renumbering revisions to this Ordinance for proofing and renumbering purposes. 
 

Section 4. The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption, unless 
provided otherwise by the City Charter, state and/or federal law. In the event that any effective 
date and/or tax commencement date herein is invalid and/or determined to be invalid, said effective 
date and/or tax commencement date shall instead be the earliest date allowed by law. 

 
SO ORDAINED this day of November, 2025. 

 
ATTEST: CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA: 

 
 
 
 

Susan D. Hiott, City Clerk Michael Owens, Mayor 
 
 

APPROVAL AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 

Emilia Walker-Ashby, Interim City Attorney 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: November 12, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Second Read - Consideration and Approval of An Ordinance 
Updating Chapter 14, Animal Control, of the City of Mableton Code of Ordinances and for 
Other Lawful Purposes - City Attorney Emilia Walker-Ashby 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: Cobb County attorneys have asked for some changes to our 
Animal Ordinance to reflect their Animal Ordinance.  Attorney Walker-Ashby will be submitting 
the revised Animal Ordinance. 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Updated Animal Services Ordinance Rev. 11.17.25 (1) 
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STATE OF GEORGIA       ORD  
COBB COUNTY 
CITY OF MABLETON 

 
AN ORDINANCE CREATING UPDATING CHAPTER 14, ANIMAL CONTROL, OF 
THE CITY OF MABLETON CODE OF ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER LAWFUL 

PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, the City of Mableton (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized and 
existing under the laws of the State of Georgia;  
 

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City is the Mayor and Council 
(“City Council”) thereof; 

 
WHEREAS, Sec. 1.13(1) of the City Charter authorizes the City “[t]o regulate and license 

or to prohibit the keeping or running at-large of animals and fowl, and to provide for the 
impoundment of same if in violation of any ordinance or lawful order; to provide for the disposition 
by sale, gift, or humane destruction of animals and fowl when not redeemed as provided by 
ordinance; and to provide punishment for violation of ordinances”; 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires through this Ordinance to exercise its powers and 
authority under the City Charter and other applicable laws to promotion the health and general 
welfare of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds this Ordinance to be in the best interests of the health, 
safety, and general welfare of the City.  

 
 IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the governing authority of the City of Mableton, as 
follows:  
 

Section 1:  Chapter 14, Animal Control, of the The City Code of Ordinances is hereby 
deleted in its entirety, and replaced with a new Chapter 14, Animal Control, amended to create 
Chapter 14, Animal Control, to read as follows: 
 
CHAPTER 14 – ANIMAL CONTROL  
 
ARTICLE 1 – IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 14.1.1 -– DefinitionsJurisdiction, enforcement and applicability. . 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  
Abandonment (of an animal) means the act of any person who:  
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(1) Abandons an animal by leaving an animal unattended for a period of time in excess of 24 
hours without food, water, adequate ventilation or shelter on public or private property, including 
but not limited to the property of the owner/custodian;  
(2) Puts out, leaves, abandons, or in any other way discards any animal on public or private 
property, including but not limited to the property of the owner/custodian, and including but not 
limited to leaving an animal contained in a box, bag, fence, house or other structure or tethered; 
or  
(3) Places an animal in the custody of a state licensed entity, such as but not limited to a 
veterinary clinic, grooming facility, boarding facility, or pet sitter for treatment, boarding, or 
other care, and fails to reclaim the animal by the agreed upon time.  
Abused animal means any animal that has been harmed by an act, an omission or neglect, 
including but not limited to any animal that has been:  
(1) Deprived of adequate food, water, shelter, ventilation, care, space, or veterinary care.  
(2) Physically harmed, tortured, mutilated, beaten, or illegally killed.  
(3) Trained/used for fighting other animals.  
(4) Used as bait to train/lure other animals to fight/kill.  
Adequate means sufficient; commensurate; equally efficient; equal to what is required; suitable 
to the case or occasion; satisfactory.  
Animal shall not include fish or any pests that might normally be exterminated or removed from 
a business, a residence or other structure.  
Animal bite means any physical contact of the teeth, nails, or claws of an animal with human 
flesh, including but not limited to a scrape, puncture, pierce, scratch or tear, so long as bleeding 
results.  
Animal care facility means any licensed animal control/services shelter that is either maintained 
by or under contract with any state, county, or municipality whose mission and practice is the 
rescue and placement of animals in permanent homes or animal rescue organizations.  
Animal mill means an individual or entity that keeps and/or breeds animals in conditions where 
animals are frequently caged for extended periods of time, do not receive adequate care, and/or 
are not kept in an environment conducive to the health and well-being of the animals.  
Animal Services Board means the Animal Services Board of Cobb County, Georgia. 
Animal services officer means an individual authorized by the City, City Manager or applicable 
law to carry out the duties imposed by this chapter.  
Attacking or biting animal means:  
(1) Any animal which poses a physical threat to human beings or other animals by virtue of 
an attack that caused property damage and/or physical injury.  
(2) An animal shall not be an "attacking or biting animal" within the meaning of this chapter 
if:  
a. It inflicts an injury upon a person when the animal is being used by a law enforcement 
officer to carry out the law enforcement officer's official duties.  
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b. The injury inflicted by the animal was sustained by a person who, at the time, was 
committing a willful trespass or other tort; was tormenting, abusing or assaulting the animal; had 
in the past been reported to have tormented, abused or assaulted the animal; or was committing 
or attempting to commit a crime.  
Bedding (adequate) means sufficient quantity of dry, non-contaminated, safe bedding, which is 
appropriate to the animal's age, size, species, and breed requirements.  
Board of health means the Cobb County Board of Health, or its authorized representatives, 
which shall include officers or employees of CCAS.  
Care (adequate/humane) means attention to the needs of an animal, including but not limited to, 
the provision of adequate water, food, shelter, bedding, sanitary conditions, ventilation, 
heating/cooling (temperature control), space, exercise and veterinary medical attention necessary 
to maintain the health of the animal with regard to the specific age, size, species, and breed of 
animal.  
CCAS means, collectively, the animal services agents and employees who, under the direction of 
the Cobb County Animal Services Director or City, operate as a unit of the Cobb County 
Department of Public Safety, its successor department(s), or other entity selected by the City, 
whether by Contract or otherwise, to carry out the duties of animal services for the City pursuant 
to this chapter and federal/state laws.  
CCAS shelter means the facility operated by CCAS for the purpose of providing shelter and care 
for dogs, cats, or other animals taken into custody under the provisions of this chapter.  
Classified dog means any dog that has been classified either as a dangerous dog or vicious dog 
pursuant to the Responsible Dog Ownership Law, O.C.G.A. § 4-8-20, et seq.  
Confinement means restriction of an animal to a home, basement, garage, building, pen, or other 
escape-proof enclosure. Confinement by a rope, chain, tether, fenced yard or other area 
accessible by other animals or persons, other than the caretaker, is not considered confinement.  
Costs means the costs associated with the confiscation of classified dogs or vicious animals that 
are determined by the Board of Commissioners and shall be paid by the owner to CCAS.  
Dangerous dog means any dog that:  
(1) Causes a substantial puncture of a person's skin by teeth without causing serious injury; 
provided, however, that a nip, scratch, or abrasion shall not be sufficient to classify a dog as 
dangerous under this subparagraph;  
(2) Aggressively attacks in a manner that causes a person to reasonably believe that the dog 
posed an imminent threat of serious injury to such person or another person although no such 
injury occurs; provided, however, that the acts of barking, growling, or showing of teeth by a dog 
shall not be sufficient to classify a dog as dangerous under this subparagraph; or  
(3) While off the owner's property, kills a pet animal; provided, however, that this 
subparagraph shall not apply where the death of such pet animal is caused by a dog that is 
working or training as a hunting dog, herding dog, or predator control dog.  
(4) No dog shall be classified as a dangerous dog for actions that occur while the dog is 
being used by a law enforcement or military officer to carry out the law enforcement or military 
officer's official duties, or if the person injured by such dog was a person who, at the time, was 
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committing a trespass, was abusing the dog, or was committing or attempting to commit an 
offense under Chapter 5 of Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia.  
Dead animal means a deceased animal including the carcass or parts of a carcass.  
Director means the Cobb County Animal Services Director and/or other designee of the City 
Manager.  
Dispose of means:  
(1) The sale of any live animal at public or private sale, the giving or adopting of a live 
animal to an individual/entity, or the transference of ownership of a live animal to CCAS or any 
licensed humane society, licensed rescue group or licensed veterinarian.  
(2) Appropriate burial or cremation of a dead animal as directed in this chapter.  
Dog control officer is the Director of CCAS and is charged with the responsibility for the 
administration and enforcement of the Responsible Dog Ownership Law, set forth in O.C.G.A. § 
4-8-20, et seq. The Director has the authority to use CCAS staff to assist in the implementation 
of his or her duties under the Responsible Dog Ownership Law.  
Domestic animal means any animal other than wildlife, wild animals, or exotic animals as 
defined by this chapter that is domesticated by humans so as to live and breed in a tame 
condition.  
Effluent means an outflow or discharge of waste.  
Euthanasia means the legal act of putting animals to death using humane methods approved by 
the Georgia Department of Agriculture.  
Exercise (adequate) means bodily exertion suitable to the age, size, species and breed of animal 
to maintain normal good health, muscle tone, non-aggressive temperament, and normal behavior.  
Exotic animal means any animal that is not indigenous to the State of Georgia.  
Fence means a structure of wire, wood, stone or other materials, including invisible fencing, 
which is of sufficient height and strength to act as a barrier against the passage of the animal it is 
intended to enclose.  
(1) A fence does not include an "invisible fence" if the fence is:  
a. Turned off or the animal is not wearing a properly operating signaling device;  
b. Ineffective for any animal that has learned it can cross the fence line;  
c. Intended to be a means of keeping people or animals out of an enclosed area; or  
d. Buried in or adjacent to the county right-of-way.  
(2) An invisible fence is not an acceptable means of control for a vicious animal, a classified 
dog, or an animal that is in estrus/heat.  
Feral cat means a cat that has no owner and was either born in the wild and lacks socialization or 
was returned to the wild and became untrusting of humans. A feral cat is typically untamed and 
evasive.  
Fighting animal/game animal means any animal that has aggressive parentage, or an animal bred 
and/or trained to:  
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(1) Exhibit aggressive qualities;  
(2) Have no instinct to withdraw from a fight or to display signs of submission;  
(3) Fight to the point of complete exhaustion or death with minimal provocation;  
(4) Suppress the animal's instinct for self-preservation;  
(5) Inflict maximum damage to the animal's opponents;  
(6) Offer little or no indication that an attack is imminent; or  
(7) Be ready/willing for combat and unyielding in combat.  
Food (adequate) means sufficient quantity of non-contaminated and nutritionally adequate food, 
fed according to age, size, species and breed requirements, or as directed by a veterinarian, 
which is sufficient to prevent starvation, malnutrition or risk to the animal's health. Garbage or 
spoiled/rancid food is not considered adequate food.  
Foster home means a temporary home that cares for animals until they can be placed in a 
permanent home or returned to CCAS or its designee for adoption/disposal. Foster homes must 
be affiliated with and controlled by licensed rescue groups and/or licensed animal shelters.  
Garbage means all refuse matter/effluent. Garbage includes, but is not limited to animal or 
vegetable refuse, by-product of a restaurant, kitchen, or meat/poultry processing establishment, 
spoiled/rancid food and refuse accumulation of animal, fruit, or vegetable matter, liquid or 
otherwise (that is normally discarded).  
Grid means a manufactured type of wood, plastic, or wire flooring specifically designed to be 
used in an area where an animal is housed.  
Hoarder means a person or entity that:  
(1) Collects animals and fails to provide them with humane/adequate care;  
(2) Collects dead animals that are not properly disposed of as required by this chapter; or  
(3) Collects, houses, or harbors animals in filthy, unsanitary conditions that constitute a 
health hazard to the animals being kept, and/or to the animals or residents of adjacent property.  
Human exposure to rabies means any bite, scratch, or other situation in which saliva or central 
nervous system (CNS) tissue of a potentially rabid animal enters an open wound, fresh wound, or 
comes in contact with a mucous membrane by entering the eye, mouth, or nose. Touching or 
handling a potentially rabid animal with the possible exception of a bat or touching or handling 
another animal or inanimate object that has had contact with a rabid animal does not constitute 
an exposure unless wet saliva or CNS tissue entered a fresh, open wound or had contact with a 
mucous membrane. Likewise, contact with the urine, feces, or blood of a potentially rabid animal 
does not constitute an exposure since the pathogenesis of rabies is such that the virus follows 
nerve pathways and has only limited circulation in the blood.  
Impoundment means the taking into custody of an animal by CCAS.  
Licensed means having a valid Georgia state license issued under the authority of the State of 
Georgia.  
Lure means an animal used to bait/teach/encourage another animal to chase, fight or kill other 
animals.  
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Manager means a manager of CCAS and/or his or her designee.  
Neglect means absence of adequate care that is unintentional.  
Neglect (willful) means the intentional withholding of adequate food, water and humane care 
required by an animal to prevent starvation, dehydration, death, or other harmful/debilitating 
conditions.  
Nuisance animal means any animal that:  
(1) Damages, soils, defiles, eliminates or defecates on private property other than its owner's 
property or on public property;  
(2) Causes unsanitary or offensive conditions or otherwise endangers public health, welfare 
or safety;  
(3) Causes a disturbance by barking, howling or other noisemaking for a period of more than 
15 minutes;  
(4) Chases vehicles, bicycles, or people;  
(5) Is in estrus and not confined in a manner which can keep it away from intact males of the 
same species; or  
(6) Causes serious annoyance to a neighboring residence and interferes with the reasonable 
use and enjoyment of that property.  
Owner means any person or any legal entity, including, but not limited to, a corporation, 
partnership, firm, or trust owning, possessing, harboring, keeping or having custody or control of 
any animal subject to this chapter. This definition is intended to embrace any person who is a 
custodian.  
Police department means the Cobb County Police Department or City Police Department.  
Primary enclosure means any structure or device used to restrict an animal to a limited amount 
of space, such as a fence, building, room, pen, run, cage, stall, paddock, or pasture, that provides 
adequate space and shelter.  
Proper enclosure means an enclosure for keeping a dangerous dog, vicious dog or vicious 
animal securely confined indoors or in a securely enclosed and locked pen, fence, or structure 
suitable to prevent the entry of another animal or any person other than the owner or caretaker.  
The enclosure must:  
(1) Be designed to prevent the animal from escaping, and:  
a. If the enclosure is a fence, the fence must be high enough to keep the animal from 
climbing over and must be secured at the bottom to keep the animal from digging under.  
b. If the enclosure is a pen or structure other than a fence, the pen or structure must have 
secure sides, top and bottom constructed or secured in such a manner to prevent the animal's 
escape, and be of a height and strength to maintain the animal within it.  
(2) Provide adequate shelter.  
(3) Provide adequate space for the animal.  
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Provoked attack means an attack resulting when a domestic animal is placed in a situation such 
that an expected reaction would be to bite or attack.  
Relinquished means written transfer of ownership of an animal by the owner to CCAS.  
Rescue animal means a dog, cat, or other animal temporarily maintained by a licensed rescue 
group until the animal can be placed in a permanent home.  
Rescue group (licensed) means any individual or entity that houses and cares for rescue animals 
until permanent homes can be located and that maintains all required federal, state and local 
licenses/registrations.  
Restraint of animal means complete and immediate control of an animal by a physical device 
while under the direct supervision of a competent person. .  
Running at large means any domestic animal not under the control and restraint of the owner or 
the owner's designee.  
Sale of animals means the transfer of ownership of an animal through verbal or written 
agreement to a new owner in exchange for money, goods, services, or fees.  
Sanitary conditions means animal living space free from health hazards, irritants, or conditions 
that may endanger or pose a significant risk to an animal's health. In the case of farm animals, 
nothing in this section shall be construed as imposing sanitation requirements or standards more 
stringent than normally accepted animal husbandry and humane practices as defined by this 
chapter and Georgia state law as regulated by the Georgia Department of Agriculture.  
Serious injury means any physical injury caused by a dog that creates a substantial risk of death; 
results in death, broken or dislocated bones, lacerations requiring multiple sutures, or disfiguring 
avulsions; requires plastic surgery or admission to a hospital; or results in protracted impairment 
of health, including transmission of an infection or contagious disease, or impairment of the 
function of any bodily organ.  
Shelter (adequate) means protective cover for a domestic animal appropriate for the species and 
providing adequate space to maintain the animal in good health, which also prevents pain, 
suffering or a significant risk to the animal's health.  
(1) Adequate shelter includes but is not limited to the following:  
a. Sufficient coverage and insulation to protect an animal from extreme hot and cold 
temperatures;  
b. Sufficient protection from the elements to keep the animal dry;  
c. Sufficient shade and ventilation to prevent an animal from overheating and/or 
dehydrating; and  
d. Adequate bedding or resting area suitable for the breed, species, age, size, and medical 
condition of the animal.  
(2) Adequate shelter is structurally sound housing which provides an animal with:  
a. Adequate space;  
b. Four solid walls or an "igloo" type of structure;  
c. A roof;  
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d. A dry floor that is either:  
1. Solid, or  
2. Grids, provided the animal can easily stand, walk, lay and sit on the grids without its feet 
or body parts being caught, damaged, or injured. The grids and area under the grids must be 
designed so that they can be cleaned and sanitized.  
e. An entrance; and  
f. Adequate space for the number of animals on the property.  
(3) Materials not suitable for shelters include but are not limited to:  
a. Inadequately insulated containers;  
b. Crates with exposed sharp edges;  
c. Metal or plastic drums;  
d. Abandoned or parked vehicles;  
e. Porches or decks;  
f. Lean-tos;  
g. Any other structure that fails to provide sufficient protection from the elements; and  
h. Any other structure that is not safe or suitable for housing the species.  
Space (adequate) means:  
(1) Sufficient safe space for adequate exercise suitable to the age, size, species and breed of 
animal;  
(2) Sufficient space during periods of confinement, suitable to the age, size, species and 
breed of animal to permit the animal to turn about freely, stand, sit, or lie, move, etc. in a 
comfortable and normal position; or  
(3) For sick or injured animals, confinement as directed by a veterinarian.  
Strict confinement/isolation for animals bitten by rabid animal means confinement for the period 
of time recommended by the State of Georgia and kept inside a home, basement, garage, or 
suitable building, and isolated from other animals and people other than the caretaker while the 
animal is being observed for symptoms of rabies. An animal within a fenced yard, on a chain, or 
otherwise in an area accessible in any way to other animals or persons other than the caretaker is 
not in a strictly confined area.  
Temperature control (adequate) means maintaining temperatures recommended for animals by 
the Department of Agriculture guidelines for shelters and farm animals.  
Tether means any chain, rope, leash, tie out or wire designed to restrain an animal which is 
attached to an animal's collar or halter and is also attached to a stationary object. Acceptable 
temporary tethers include appropriate size chain, leash, rope or other tethering device that is of 
adequate length to satisfy the space and exercise requirements for the animal. In any event, any 
tether must be a minimum of ten feet in length. Tethering devices, as referred to in this chapter, 
are the type commonly used for the size animal involved and are attached to the animal by means 
of a properly fitted collar or harness.  
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Training group (licensed) means an appropriately licensed organization or individual that trains 
animals to assist physically handicapped persons, to assist search and rescue operations, and/or 
to work with government agencies or law enforcement agencies.  
Unprovoked attack or without provocation means an attack that is not provoked as defined by 
this chapter.  
Unsanitary conditions means animal living space including shelter and exercise area, 
contaminated by health hazards, irritants, items or conditions that endanger or pose a risk to an 
animal's health, including but not limited to:  
(1) Excessive animal waste;  
(2) Garbage, trash or effluent;  
(3) Standing water or mud;  
(4) Rancid/contaminated food or water;  
(5) Fumes, foul or noxious odors, contaminated air, hazardous chemicals or poisons;  
(6) Decaying materials;  
(7) Uncontrolled parasite or rodent infestation; and  
(8) Areas that contain nails, screws, broken glass, broken boards, pits, poisons, sharp 
implements or other items that could cause injury, illness or death to an animal.  
Ventilation (adequate) means fresh air sufficient to provide for the health of an animal.  
Veterinarian means a doctor of veterinary medicine licensed to diagnose and treat diseases and 
injuries in animals.  
Veterinary care (adequate) means medical care of an animal from or under the direction of a 
licensed veterinarian and necessary to maintain the health of an animal based on the age, species, 
breed, etc., of the animal, or to prevent an animal from suffering from:  
(1) Ongoing infections;  
(2) Infestation of parasites;  
(3) Disease; or  
(4) Any other medical condition/injury where withholding or neglecting to provide such care 
would:  
a. Endanger the health or welfare of the animal; or  
b. Promote the spread of communicable diseases.  
Veterinary clinic (licensed) means a business facility where veterinary medicine is practiced.  
Vicious animal means:  
(1) Any animal, other than a dog, which:  
a. Constitutes a physical threat to human beings or other animals by virtue of an attack of 
such severity or intensity as to cause severe property or physical damage; or  
b. Makes an unprovoked attack on animals or on human beings; or  
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c. Intentionally attacks physical property in an effort to cause harm to a human or other 
animal.  
(2) An animal shall not be a vicious animal within the meaning of this chapter if:  
a. It inflicts an injury upon a person when the animal is being used by a law enforcement 
officer carrying out official duties; or  
b. The injury inflicted by the animal was sustained by a person who was committing a 
willful trespass or other tort, was tormenting, abusing or assaulting the animal, had in the past 
been reported to have tormented, abused or assaulted the animal, or was committing or 
attempting to commit a crime.  
Vicious dog means a dog that inflicts serious injury on a person or causes serious injury to a 
person resulting from reasonable attempts to escape from the dog's attack. No dog shall be 
classified as a vicious dog for actions that occur while the dog is being used by a law 
enforcement or military officer to carry out the law enforcement or military officer's official 
duties, or if the person injured by such dog was a person who, at the time, was committing a 
trespass, was abusing the dog, or was committing or attempting to commit an offense under 
Chapter 5 of Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia.  
Water (adequate) means clean, fresh water sufficient to prevent dehydration, properly sustain 
health, and prevent significant risk to the animal's health. For the purposes of this chapter, snow, 
ice or rancid/ contaminated water are not considered adequate water.  
Wild animal/wildlife means any animal which is indigenous to this state, but not included in the 
definition of a domestic animal, and including any hybrid animal that is part wild animal.  
Sec. 14.1.2 - Penalty for violation of chapter. 
Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be punished as allowed by law.  
Sec. 14.1.3 - Interpretation of chapter. 
(a) Nothing in this chapter shall be interpreted or applied so as to create any power or duty in 
conflict with the preemptive effect of any federal or state law.  
(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be interpreted or applied so as to create any liability on the 
part of county, or any employee, board or official which enforces or fails to enforce any of the 
provisions provided in this chapter or any provisions in the Responsible Dog Ownership Law.  
Sec. 14.1.4 - Incorporation of state law; construction. 
(a) Incorporation. The state law known as the Responsible Dog Ownership Law, O.C.G.A. § 
4-8-20, et seq., is adopted and incorporated in this chapter by reference and made part of this 
chapter. Any portions of this chapter that are expressly inconsistent with the terms and 
provisions of the Responsible Dog Ownership Law are repealed.  
(b) Construction. This chapter shall be construed to effectuate its purposes and policies and 
to supplement existing state or federal laws as may relate to animals.  
Sec. 14.1.5 - Jurisdiction and interlocal agreement. 
The jurisdiction for enforcement of this chapter shall be in the city; however, the county may 
contract or enter into agreements with other municipalities to enforce this chapter for joint animal 
services or for the provision of animal services and for the separate or joint use of personnel, 

Page 135 of 225



 

 
Page 11 of 31 

facilities and equipment for such services. Such agreements or contracts shall be subject to any 
state law, which may govern. The City of Mableton hereby adopts the Animal Control Ordinance 
of Cobb County, being Chapter 10 of the Official Code of Cobb County, Georgia, as amended, as 
an ordinance of the City of Mableton as if set forth herein in its entirety. Such ordinance shall be 
applicable and enforceable within the city limits of the City of Mableton. The governing authority 
of the City shall contract through an intergovernmental agreement with Cobb County, Georgia, for 
animal control within the City. This shall include enforcement of the Animal Control Ordinance 
of Cobb County within the City, and the Dangerous Dog Control Law as set forth in O.C.G.A. §§ 
4-8-20 through 4-8-30. Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be punished 
as allowed by law.  A violation requiring a citation shall be cited in accordance with Cobb County’s 
adopted numbering structure.  Such citations shall be adjudicated in Cobb County Magistrate Court 
as allowed in state law.  The City waives the requirements of O.C.G.A. 15-10-153. 
 
Sec. 14.1.6 - Interference with animal services officer. 

It shall be unlawful to interfere with any animal services officer by taking or attempting to 
take any animal from any vehicle used to transport such animal, or by taking or attempting to take 
any animal from the animal services impounding areas, or by any other method which would block 
or hinder any officer referred to in this section from performing his or her duties.  

Sec. 14.1.7 - Disposal of dead animal. 
(a) Abandonment of dead animals; requirements as to disposal generally. 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person who owns or is caring for an animal which has died 
or has been killed to abandon the animal, its parts, or blood. Under no conditions may 
dead animals be abandoned at any location, including but not limited to, in wells or open 
pits of any kind on private or public land.  

(2) No person shall dispose of an animal, its parts or blood, by burial on the land of another 
without the permission of the owner of the land.  

(3) Arrangements for proper burial must be made with a county official in order to dispose 
of a dead animal in a county landfill.  

(b) Removal and disposition of dead animals within rights-of-way and on public property. Any 
other provision of this section to the contrary notwithstanding, it shall be the duty of CCAS 
and the Cobb County Department of Transportation to remove and dispose of the carcasses 
of all dead animals found within the rights-of-way of all county roads maintained either totally 
or in part from county funds.  

(c) Methods of disposal of dead animals. Methods which can be used for disposal of dead animals 
are burial and incineration in a county approved incinerator. Disposal of animal carcasses by 
either of the approved methods must be completed within 12 hours after the death or 
discovery of the carcass unless the carcass is properly refrigerated or frozen.  
(1) If incineration is chosen, the entire carcass must be reduced to ashes in the incineration 

process only in a county approved incinerator.  
(2) Carcasses which are buried must be buried at least three feet below the ground level, but 

no more than eight feet, and have not less than three feet of earth over the carcass.  
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(3) Mutilation of dead domestic animals is prohibited.  

Sec. 14.1.8 - Treatment of diseased or injured animals. 
When, in the opinion of the CCAS manager, an animal in the custody of CCAS is:  
(1) Diseased or injured and in need of immediate treatment so as to lessen the animal's 

suffering or to prevent the spread of communicable disease, the CCAS manager or 
designee shall immediately obtain the services of or place the animal with a licensed 
veterinarian for the purpose of administering necessary treatment.  

(2) Suffering needlessly due to a life-threatening disease or injury, and a licensed 
veterinarian recommends euthanasia as the most humane course of action, and the CCAS 
manager or designee agrees that the best interest of the animal would be served by 
euthanizing the animal, then the animal shall be humanely euthanized regardless of 
whether or not the normally required impoundment period has expired.  

Sec. 14.1.9 - Animals creating nuisances. 
The owner of any animal shall be in violation of this chapter if the animal exhibits any 

behavior or engages in any activity defined as a "nuisance animal" under this chapter.  

Sec. 14.1.10 - Requirements for possessing classified dogs; registration; insurance; 
inspection. 
(a) It shall be unlawful for an owner to have or possess within this state a classified dog without 

a certificate of registration issued in accordance with the provisions of this Code section. 
Certificates of registration shall be nontransferable and shall only be issued to a person 18 
years of age or older. No more than one certificate of registration shall be issued per domicile.  

(b) Unless otherwise specified by this section, a certificate of registration for a dangerous dog 
shall be issued if the dog control officer determines that the following requirements have been 
met:  
(1) The owner has maintained an enclosure designed to securely confine the dangerous dog 

on the owner's property, indoors, or in a securely locked and enclosed pen, fence, or 
structure suitable to prevent the dangerous dog from leaving such property; and  

(2) Clearly visible warning signs have been posted at all entrances to the premises where the 
dog resides.  

(c) Except as provided in subsections (e) and (f) of this section, a certificate of registration for a 
vicious dog shall be issued if a dog control officer determines that the following requirements 
have been met:  
(1) The owner has maintained an enclosure designed to securely confine the vicious dog on 

the owner's property, indoors, or in a securely locked and enclosed pen, fence, or 
structure suitable to prevent the vicious dog from leaving such property;  

(2) Clearly visible warning signs have been posted at all entrances to the premises where the 
dog resides;  

(3) A microchip containing an identification number and capable of being scanned has been 
injected under the skin between the shoulder blades of the dog; and  
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(4) The owner maintains and can provide proof of general or specific liability insurance in 
the amount of at least $50,000.00 issued by an insurer authorized to transact business in 
this state insuring the owner of the vicious dog against liability for any bodily injury or 
property damage caused by the dog.  

(d) No certificate of registration shall be issued to any person who has been convicted of two or 
more violations of the Responsible Dog Ownership Law.  

(e) No person shall be the owner of more than one vicious dog.  
(f) No certificate of registration for a vicious dog shall be issued to any person who has been 

convicted of:  
(1) A serious violent felony as defined in Section 17-10-6.1 of the Official Code of Georgia;  
(2) The felony of dogfighting as provided for in Section 16-12-37 of the Official Code of 

Georgia or the felony of aggravated cruelty to animals as provided for in Section 16-
12-4 of the Official Code of Georgia; or  

(3) A felony involving trafficking in cocaine, illegal drugs, marijuana, methamphetamine, 
or ecstasy as provided for in Sections 16-13-31 and 16-13-31.1 of the Official Code of 
Georgia from the time of conviction until two years after completion of his or her 
sentence, nor to any person residing with such person.  

(g) Certificates of registration shall be renewed on an annual basis. At the time of renewal of a 
certificate of registration for a vicious dog, a dog control officer shall verify that the owner is 
continuing to comply with provisions of this chapter. Failure to renew a certificate of 
registration within ten days of the renewal date or initial classification date shall constitute a 
violation of this chapter.  

(h) Fees. An annual fee to register classified dogs as set by the Board of Commissioners shall be 
paid by the owner to CCAS.  

(i) Right to inspect. CCAS shall have the right to inspect, randomly and without notice, a 
dangerous dog or vicious dog, which is required to be confined pursuant to this section, in its 
environment. Permission of the owner or person in custody of the animal confined shall not 
be unreasonably withheld.  

(j) The owner of a classified dog shall notify the dog control officer within 24 hours if the dog 
is on the loose or has attacked a human and shall notify the dog control officer within 24 
hours if the dog has died or has been euthanized.  

(k) A vicious dog shall not be transferred, sold, or donated to any other person unless it is 
relinquished to a governmental facility or veterinarian to be euthanized.  

(l) The owner of a classified dog who moves from one jurisdiction to another within the State of 
Georgia shall register the classified dog in the new jurisdiction within ten days of becoming 
a resident and notify the dog control officer of the jurisdiction from which he or she moved. 
The owner of a similarly classified dog who moves into this state shall register the dog as 
required in Section 4-8-27 of the Official Code of Georgia within 30 days of becoming a 
resident.  

Sec. 14.1.11 - Control of animal. 
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(a) General control. 
(1) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any animal to permit such animal to be out of his 

immediate control and restraint, or to be left unattended off the premises of the owner, 
or to be upon the property of another person without the permission of the owner or 
person in possession of such other property. For the purposes of this chapter, 
condominium and apartment common property shall not be considered to be the 
premises of the animal owner. Voice control does not constitute control of an animal.  

(2) Restraint of dogs and/or animals shall be maintained as follows:  
a. When upon the premises of the owner, all animals shall be kept indoors or in a 

primary enclosure as defined by this chapter in such a manner as to contain the 
animal within the bounds of the owner's premises, or on a leash in the hands of a 
person that possesses the ability to restrain the animal.  

b. When off the premises of the owner, all animals shall at a minimum be maintained 
on an appropriate chain, leash or tie not exceeding six feet in length, and in the 
hands of a person who possesses the ability to restrain the animal.  

c. It shall be unlawful for any owner of a dog to chain, tie, fasten or otherwise tether 
the dog to a stationary object or pulley run as a means of confinement, except that 
the dog may be temporarily confined by a tether while attended by its owner, 
notwithstanding subsections (2)a. and (2)b. of this section.  

(3) The requirements of subsection (2) of this section shall not apply in the areas zoned for 
agricultural purposes where the owner of the dog is using the dog for hunting or working 
purposes and has the dog in his possession or control. If the dog is being used for hunting 
purposes the owner shall have on his person a valid hunting license. Dogs, while hunting, 
or show dogs while being shown, are not required to wear a collar or dog tag; but the 
owner shall have the dog tag in his possession where it may be shown upon demand of 
a representative of CCAS.  

(4) No person shall tie, stake or fasten any animal within any street, alley, sidewalk, right-
of-way, or other public place within the city or in such manner that the animal has access 
to any portion of any street, alley, sidewalk or other public place.  

(5) Every female dog and cat in heat shall be confined in a building or other enclosure in 
such a manner that such female dog or cat cannot come into contact with an intact male 
of the same species except for planned breeding.  

(6) Every animal shall be restrained and controlled so as to prevent it from causing property 
damage, harassing pedestrians or bicyclists, molesting passersby, chasing vehicles, or 
attacking persons or other animals.  

(7) Exception: Sec. 14.1.11(a)(2)b. shall not apply to the areas contained within the Sweat 
Mountain Dog Park or within any other county or city dog park designated as such by 
the applicable governing authority, provided that all other rules, regulations and 
ordinances connected to the use of that area are followed. All owners must possess the 
ability to restrain their dog(s) and must be present in the off-leash area of said park with 
any dog(s) they brought into the park, to adequately control or restrain them if needed, 
so as to prevent injury to other people or dogs in the off-leash area.  
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(b) Control of attacking, biting, or vicious animal. 
(1) The above provisions concerning general control and contained in subsection (a) of this 

section are applicable to attacking, biting, or vicious animals.  
(2) When upon the premises of the owner, attacking, biting, or vicious animals shall be kept 

indoors or in a proper enclosure as defined by this chapter. Permanent or temporary 
tethering as a means of enclosure is not permissible.  

(c) Control of classified dogs. 
(1) It shall be unlawful for an owner of a dangerous dog to permit the dog to be off the 

owner's property unless:  
a. The dog is restrained by a leash not to exceed six feet in length and is under the 

immediate physical control of a person capable of preventing the dog from 
engaging any other human or animal when necessary;  

b. The dog is contained in a closed and locked cage or crate; or  
c. The dog is working or training as a hunting dog, herding dog, or predator control 

dog.  
(2) It shall be unlawful for an owner of a vicious dog to permit the dog to be:  

a. Outside an enclosure designed to securely confine the vicious dog while on the 
owner's property or outside a securely locked and enclosed pen, fence, or structure 
suitable to prevent the vicious dog from leaving such property unless:  
1. The dog is muzzled and restrained by a leash not to exceed six feet in length 

and is under the immediate physical control of a person capable of preventing 
the dog from engaging any other human or animal when necessary; or  

2. The dog is contained in a closed and locked cage or crate; or  
b. Unattended with minors.  

Sec. 14.1.12 - Attacking or biting animals. 
The owner of any animal that exhibits the characteristics or behavior as set forth in the 

definition of "attacking or biting animal" set forth in this chapter shall be in violation of this 
chapter.  

Sec. 14.1.13 - Vicious animals; possession of vicious animals. 
(a) The owner of any animal shall be in violation of this chapter if the animal engages in any 

activity or exhibits any behavior falling within the definition of a "vicious animal" under this 
chapter.  

(b) Upon being adjudicated guilty of or entering a guilty plea or nolo contendere plea to a charge 
made under this provision, the owner of the vicious animal, if allowed to maintain the animal 
will have to adhere to the following requirements for possessing a vicious animal:  
(1) The owner must possess a proper enclosure to confine the vicious animal; and  
(2) The owner must post the premises with a vicious animal warning sign.  
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(c) Right to inspect. CCAS shall have the right to inspect, randomly and without notice, a vicious 
animal which is required to be confined pursuant to this section in its environment. Permission 
of the owner or person in custody of the animal confined shall not be unreasonably withheld.  

(d) Any person who releases a vicious animal either willfully through failure to exercise due care 
or control or who takes such animal out of such proper enclosure in such a manner which is 
likely to cause injury to another person or damage to the property of another person shall be 
in violation of this chapter.  

Sec. 14.1.14 - Attacking and biting animals; classified dogs; report of; confiscation. 
(a) Notice to the county. 

(1) Any person having information an animal has bitten or attacked a person shall 
immediately report such information to CCAS.  

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a)(1) of this section, the owner of a 
vicious animal shall notify CCAS immediately, but in any case within 24 hours, if the 
animal is loose, unconfined, has attacked a human, has died or has been sold or donated. 
If the animal has been sold or donated, the designation travels with the animal, and the 
original owner shall provide CCAS with the name, address and telephone number of the 
new owner of the animal, and the former owner shall inform the new owner of the 
designation.  

(b) Confiscation of biting animals. Upon receiving notice that an animal has bitten or attacked a 
person, an authorized person from CCAS shall investigate the incident. Any animal 
determined to have bitten a person shall be immediately strictly confined and isolated for 
observation at CCAS or, at the owner's option, the owner may immediately take the biting 
animal to a licensed veterinarian. In the event the licensed veterinarian is closed or unable to 
take the animal at that time, the animal will be immediately transported to the CCAS shelter 
and held until the animal can be transported to a veterinary clinic. Regardless of the quarantine 
or confinement location, the owner shall be responsible for all expenses incurred. The biting 
animal shall be segregated and isolated for at least ten days from the date of the bite.  
(1) Nothing shall prohibit CCAS from allowing an animal to remain in strict confinement 

on the premises of the owner subject to daily inspections by CCAS so long as the health, 
safety, and welfare of any person or animal is not threatened. Those animals may include 
but are not limited to the following:  
a. A female animal that is nursing offspring and that is current on her rabies 

vaccination.  
b. A vaccinated animal if the animal has a medical condition, verified by a written 

statement from a licensed veterinarian, and confinement at CCAS or a veterinary 
clinic would be detrimental to the health and welfare of the animal.  

c. An animal that is current on its vaccination and has bitten its owner, caretaker, or 
member of its family.  

(2) No animal that is in strict confinement for biting shall be vaccinated for rabies until the 
end of the quarantine period.  
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(3) No animal that is in strict confinement shall be sterilized or undergo any other surgical 
procedure during the quarantine period unless the surgery is necessary for a life-
threatening medical condition or injury.  

(c) Confiscation of classified dogs. A dangerous dog or vicious dog shall be immediately 
confiscated by any dog control officer or by a law enforcement officer in the case of any 
violation of the Responsible Dog Ownership Law. A refusal to surrender a dog subject to 
confiscation shall be a violation of this chapter.  

(d) Return of confiscated classified dogs or vicious animals. 
(1) Any vicious animal that has been confiscated under the provisions of subsection (b) of 

this section shall be returned to its owner upon the owner's compliance with the 
provisions of this chapter and upon payment of reasonable confiscation costs provided 
in this chapter. If the owner has not complied with the provisions of this section within 
20 days of the date the vicious animal was confiscated, the vicious animal shall be 
destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner. The payment of reasonable 
confiscation costs and the return of a vicious animal shall not bar or affect an action 
against the owner for violation of this chapter.  

(2) The owner of any classified dog that has been confiscated pursuant to subsection (c) of 
this section may recover such dog upon payment of all reasonable confiscation and 
housing costs and proof of compliance with section 10-10, unless such confiscation is 
deemed to be in error by the dog control officer or the Animal Services Board. All fines 
and all charges for services performed by a law enforcement or dog control officer shall 
be paid prior to owner recovery of the dog. Criminal prosecution shall not be stayed due 
to owner recovery or euthanasia of the dog.  
a. In the event the owner of any classified dog has not complied with the provisions 

of this chapter within 14 days of the date the dog was confiscated, such dog shall 
be released to an animal shelter, as such term is defined in section 4-14-2 of the 
Official Code of Georgia, or euthanized in an expeditious and humane manner and 
the owner may be required to pay the costs of housing and euthanasia.  

Sec. 14.1.15 - Prohibited animals. 
It shall be unlawful to purchase, sell, own, possess, harbor or breed skunks, foxes, prairie 

dogs, raccoons, coyotes, wolves, hybrid wolves, any hybrid animal that is part wild animal, exotic 
cats or any other wildlife unless licensed by the respective federal or state department of agriculture 
to possess such animal.  

Sec. 14.1.16 - Ferrets. 
European ferrets, mustela putorius furo, may be sold, purchased, exhibited, or held as pets, 

provided that the ferret owner can provide valid documentation that the ferret was sexually spayed 
or neutered prior to seven months of age and is vaccinated against rabies by a licensed veterinarian 
with a properly administered vaccine approved for use on ferrets by the United States Department 
of Agriculture.  

ARTICLE II. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
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DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

Sec. 14.2.1.1 - CCAS responsibility and staff. 
(a) CCAS shall have primary responsibility for animal control and welfare in the city.  
(b) Powers and duties of Director. The Director shall be primarily responsible, with support from 

the Director of the Department of Public Safety and the assistance of his or her staff, for the 
enforcement of this chapter; and his or her duties shall include but not limited to the following:  
(1) Responsible for the operation of the CCAS shelter and the performance of such duties 

and the keeping of such records.  
(2) Cooperation with the Cobb County Board of Health in the enforcement of rabies control 

regulations and of animal control directives.  
(3) Cooperation with animal welfare organizations.  
(4) Taking up and impounding animals which are in violation of this chapter, using any and 

all means available that are humane in nature.  
(5) Housing animals at the CCAS shelter, or at any facility designated by CCAS to function 

or serve as an auxiliary shelter.  
(6) Keeping a record of the number, description and disposition of all animals impounded 

or otherwise taken into custody, showing in detail in the case of each animal the 
following:  
a. A general description by sex, breed and approximate age, together with any 

identification tag, vaccination tag or other marking, if any;  
b. The date of receipt;  
c. The date and manner of disposal;  
d. The name and address of the person reclaiming or adopting;  
e. The fees and charges;  
f. The proceeds of sales received;  
g. The condition of the animal when received;  
h. Any treatment administered to the animal, including any drugs, medication or 

appliances;  
i. The condition of the animal when reclaimed, redeemed, adopted or purchased; and  
  

(d) Identification. Animal services officers shall wear uniforms and badges containing individual 
names while engaged in the execution of their duties. The Director and managers shall possess 
badges for use in the execution of their duties, but shall not necessarily wear uniforms.  

(e) Dog control officer. A dog control officer shall carry out all duties provided for by the 
Responsible Dog Ownership Law for the county or any other local government pursuant to 
contract or agreement; and his or her duties shall include, but not be limited to the following:  
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(1) Upon receiving a report of a dog believed to be subject to classification as a dangerous 
dog or vicious dog within a dog control officer's jurisdiction, the dog control officer shall 
make such investigations as necessary to determine whether such dog is subject to 
classification as a dangerous dog or a vicious dog.  

(2) When a dog control officer determines that a dog is subject to classification as a 
dangerous dog or a vicious dog, the dog control officer shall mail a dated notice to the 
dog's owner within 72 hours. Such notice shall include a summary of the dog control 
officer's determination and shall state that the owner has a right to request a hearing from 
the Animal Services Board on the dog control officer's determination within seven days 
after the date shown on the notice. The notice shall provide a form for requesting the 
hearing and shall state that if a hearing is not requested within the allotted time, the dog 
control officer's determination shall become effective for all purposes under the 
Responsible Dog Ownership Law, O.C.G.A. § 4-8-20, et seq. If an owner cannot be 
located within ten days of a dog control officer's determination that a dog is subject to 
classification as a dangerous dog or vicious dog, such dog may be released to an animal 
shelter or humanely euthanized, as determined by the dog control officer.  

(3) If a hearing is requested, the Animal Services Board shall mail written notice to the dog 
owner of its determination on the matter. If such determination is that the dog is a 
dangerous dog or a vicious dog, the notice of classification shall specify the date upon 
which that classification shall become effective. If the determination is that the dog is to 
be euthanized, the notice shall specify the date by which the euthanasia shall occur.  

(4) The Animal Services Board's final decision is subject to judicial review by the Cobb 
County Probate Court in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 15-9-30.9.  

Sec. 14.2.1.2 - Fees. 
(a) The fees with respect to all services performed in connection with enforcement of this chapter 

shall be set by the Board of Commissioners from time to time. A copy of such fee schedule 
shall be posted at the headquarters of CCAS and may be changed at any time and from time 
to time as determined by the Board of Commissioners.  

(b) The fees established and collected under this chapter and pursuant to the Responsible Dog 
Ownership Law are not penalties but are imposed for the sole purpose of defraying expenses 
borne by the county for animal control and welfare under this chapter and are subject to 
change at any time.  

(c) CCAS may waive any part of the normally required fees at the Director's discretion.  

DIVISION 2. ANIMAL IMPOUNDMENT, REDEMPTION AND ADOPTION 
Sec. 14.2.2.1 - Impoundment of animals found running at large; notice to owner. 
(a) Subject to the Responsible Dog Ownership Law and the provisions of this chapter relating to 

rabies control and the rules and regulations of the Board of Health and this chapter, any animal 
found running at large or otherwise engaged in any activity or existing in a condition 
prohibited by this chapter or by the Responsible Dog Ownership Law shall be taken and 
impounded at the CCAS shelter.  
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(b) Any person may take into custody any animal running at large in violation of this chapter and 
place with CCAS.  

(c) Any person who takes into custody an animal running at large in violation of this chapter 
shall deliver such animal to the CCAS shelter without fee or charge. However, a person may 
house the animal for five business days while attempting to locate and/or contact the owner. 
Once in the custody of the CCAS shelter, the shelter shall hold and dispose of such animal in 
the same manner as though such animal had been running at large and impounded by officers 
of CCAS.  

(d) Upon receipt for impoundment of any domesticated animal found to have any means of 
identification, the CCAS shall immediately make diligent efforts to ascertain the identity of 
the animal's owner. If identified, CCAS shall, within 24 hours of receipt, telephone the owner 
to give notice of the impoundment. If CCAS is unable to contact the owner by telephone, it 
shall send notice of impoundment to the owner by certified mail.  

(e) Diseased, injured, or pregnant animals, and animals in need of immediate veterinary care so 
as to lessen the suffering, prevent the spread of a communicable disease to other animals, 
and/or to save the animal's life, shall be treated by or under the direction of a licensed 
veterinarian. If an animal is suffering from any life-threatening disease or injury where life 
cannot be maintained and a slow death would be inhumane, and the licensed veterinarian and 
the CCAS Director agree that the best interest of the animal would be served by euthanizing 
the animal, then the animal shall be humanely euthanized regardless of whether or not the 
normally required impoundment period has expired.  

(f) Any licensed veterinarian who is caring for an animal during the period of impoundment shall 
immediately notify a CCAS manager if the animal dies.  

Sec. 14.2.2.2 - Taking; selling; impounding of owned animals. 
(a) Any person who takes, steals, or deliberately lures a cat, dog or other domestic animal off the 

property of the owner without permission of the owner, or who deliberately releases such 
animal from the property of the owner, without the permission of the owner, shall be in 
violation of this chapter.  
(1) A law enforcement officer or the CCAS manager or his or her designee who takes an 

animal as directed in this chapter while performing his or her duties as defined by this 
chapter shall not be in violation of this section.  

(2) An animal that has been injured, that is in danger, or whose health or safety has been 
compromised may be removed by CCAS without being in violation of this chapter.  

(3) Any CCAS officer who finds an animal in need of immediate medical care or treatment 
due to a life-threatening illness or injury or finds an animal in danger, may remove the 
animal from public or private property if the removal is for the purpose of seeking 
immediate medical care for the animal, or is in the immediate best interest of the animal. 
If the animal is removed from a private residence, notice shall be left at the owner's 
residence advising the owner of the impoundment and reason for impoundment.  

(b) It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person who, knowing the identity of an animal's 
owner, without permission of said owner does any of the following:  
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(1) Relinquishes the animal to CCAS without notifying CCAS of the animal owner's name 
and address;  

(2) Relinquishes the animal to CCAS and falsely represents him or herself as the owner of 
the animal;  

(3) Sells the animal; or  
(4) Gives the animal away.  

Sec. 14.2.2.3 - Entrapment of animals; methods, duration, access to food and water, etc. 
(a) Trapping of animals is permitted only if all of the following are complied with:  

(1) The trap shall be a humane trap that is safe and non-debilitating;  
(2) The trap must be placed in such a manner to prevent injury to children;  
(3) Traps set to operate must be checked at least every eight hours;  
(4) Traps must not be set for more than eight hours prior to the earliest possible transport to 

the animal shelter; and  
(5) Traps can only be placed on public or private property with permission of the owner or 

lessor of the property.  
(b) Trapped animals:  

(1) Shall be given food and water as needed to prevent malnutrition and dehydration;  
(2) May not be treated in a cruel or abusive manner;  
(3) That are domestic animals and are seriously ill or severely injured shall be taken to a 

licensed veterinarian or the animal shelter for evaluation, care and disposition;  
(4) That are domestic animals that appear to be uninjured and reasonably healthy shall be 

taken to animal shelter or returned to the owner if known; and  
(5) That are wild animals or wildlife shall be taken to the animal shelter.  

Sec. 14.2.2.4 - Period of impoundment or confinement. 
(a) All periods specified in this section shall be deemed to commence at 12:01 a.m. of the day 

following the day of impoundment or confinement.  
(b) Other than those dogs confiscated under sections Sec. 14.1.14(c), Sec. 14.3.2, or Sec. 14.4.8, 

all impounded animals shall be kept at the animal shelter for a period of not less than five 
working days unless redeemed within such period.  

(c) Wildlife or wild animals as defined by this chapter which have been captured by or come to 
be in the custody of CCAS shall not be deemed impounded and need not be retained for any 
minimum length of time. Wildlife and wild animals received by CCAS will be disposed of in 
accordance with federal and state guidelines.  

(d) Any animal which is voluntarily surrendered to CCAS shall be deemed permanently 
relinquished to CCAS and may be immediately adopted, destroyed or otherwise disposed of 
as though it had been impounded.  

Sec. 14.2.2.5 - Redemption; abandonment. 
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(a) The owner of any impounded animal may regain possession of the animal upon payment of 
all applicable fees specified in section Sec. 14.2.1.2 and compliance with the terms of this 
chapter. Such redemption shall not affect any criminal liability of the owner, which may exist 
with respect to any violation of this chapter and shall not preclude proceedings against the 
owner for the purpose of pursuing sanctions under this chapter. The following exceptions 
apply:  
(1) Any animal impounded as a result of cruelty, abuse, neglect, or any other reason defined 

by this chapter as inhumane treatment may be retained by CCAS until such time as the 
case is disposed of in a court competent to hear such matters.  

(2) Any impounded animal adopted from CCAS that was not spayed or neutered per the 
adoption agreement may immediately be reclaimed by CCAS, and the owner may not 
be permitted to reclaim said animal.  

(b) Any impounded animal not redeemed within the period specified in sections Sec. 14.1.14(d) 
or Sec. 14.4.8, whichever is applicable, shall be considered abandoned to CCAS, in which 
event all rights of ownership shall vest in CCAS; and the owner shall have no further claim 
to such animal.  

Sec. 14.2.2.6 - Adoption. 
(a) CCAS shall endeavor to locate adopters for adoptable animals. No adoption shall become 

final until the termination of the impoundment period or confinement period provided for in 
this chapter. No person under 18 years of age may adopt an animal and all adopters must 
provide proper identification prior to the adoption.  

(b) As a condition precedent to adoption, all fees pursuant to this chapter shall be paid by the 
adopter.  

(c) The CCAS Director shall have the right to refuse adoption to any person or entity who, for 
any reason, in the discretion of the Director or his or her designee, may be deemed unsuitable 
as an adopter.  

(d) No transfer of any animal held at the animal shelter shall be valid without the written approval 
of CCAS.  

(e) All animals adopted from the animal shelter shall be neutered or spayed. Upon completion of 
neutering or spaying, within the period specified by CCAS, the veterinarian performing such 
operation shall submit to CCAS signed certification of such operation. The adopter shall be 
responsible for providing proof that the animal has been sterilized within seven days of the 
surgery or will ensure that the licensed veterinarian responsible for the spay/neuter surgery 
submits signed verification to CCAS that the sterilization process has been accomplished.  

(f) No person residing in the same household, nor any corporation, institute or other entity, may 
adopt more than three animals within any 12-month period; however, nothing shall prohibit 
CCAS discretion to donate more than three animals in a 12-month period, if the donation is 
in the best interest or welfare of the animal or it is in the best interest of public safety.  

(g) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, CCAS shall have the right to keep any 
animal which could otherwise be adopted or sold.  

Sec. 14.2.2.7 - Sale of animals. 
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CCAS shall have the exclusive right to dispose of all animals that have been relinquished to 
CCAS, impounded or confiscated and not redeemed within the period specified by CCAS, 
including but not limited to domestic animals, farm animals, livestock, exotic animals, birds and 
reptiles, in any manner deemed appropriate and in the best interest of the animal and in accordance 
with this chapter.  
Sec. 14.2.2.8 - Destruction of animals. 
(a) Subject to those dogs falling within subsections (b) and (c) of this section, any impounded 

animal within one of the following categories may be destroyed at the discretion of CCAS, 
in as humane a manner as possible:  
(1) Any animal not redeemed within the periods specified in this chapter or which by reason 

of age, disease, temperament or injury, is not considered adoptable or otherwise 
placeable, or when limitations on available kennel space at CCAS exist.  

(2) Any animal, which is suffering excessively, without regard to whether the period of 
confinement designated in this chapter has expired.  

(3) Any animal, which presents a danger or exhibits a propensity for aggressive behavior 
towards any person or other animal, without regard to whether the period of confinement 
designated in this chapter has expired.  

(b) A superior court judge may order the euthanasia of a classified dog if the court finds, after 
notice and opportunity for hearing as provided by O.C.G.A. § 4-8-23, that the classified dog 
has seriously injured a human or presents a danger to humans not suitable for control pursuant 
to this chapter and:  
(1) The owner or custodian of the dog has been convicted of a violation of any state criminal 

law and the crime was related to such dog; or  
(2) Any local governmental authority has filed with the court a civil action requesting the 

euthanasia of the dog.  
(c) A dog that is found, after notice and opportunity for hearing as provided by the Responsible 

Dog Ownership Law, to have caused a serious injury to a human on more than one occasion 
shall be euthanized; provided, however, that no injury occurring before July 1, 2012, shall 
count for purposes of this section.  

Sec. 14.2.2.9 - Neutering and spaying. 
(a) No impounded animal shall be neutered or spayed (sterilized) without the owner's consent 

until the period of redemption has expired, except any animal that in the opinion of a licensed 
veterinarian must be sterilized in order to save its life may be sterilized by a licensed 
veterinarian prior to the expiration of the redemption period.  

(b) CCAS shall accomplish the sterilization of any animal whose period of impoundment has 
expired or that has been voluntarily surrendered to the county by:  
(1) Requiring adopters to sign a binding agreement to have the adopted animal sterilized 

within a period specified by CCAS as follows:  
a. Within 30 days from the date of adoption for animals over the age of six months.  
b. Within the first six months of age for sexually immature animals.  
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(2) By CCAS sterilizing the animal prior to adoption.  
(3) If the animal cannot be sterilized as required due to disease, medical condition, or for 

other reasons as specified by a veterinarian, then signed verification from a licensed 
veterinarian shall be delivered to CCAS by the adopter and the animal shall be sterilized 
upon recovery or as soon as recommended by the veterinarian.  

(c) The adopter of any animal required to be sterilized pursuant this chapter shall be responsible 
for providing CCAS proof that the animal has been sterilized within seven days of the surgery. 
The adopter will not be relieved of this responsibility until the veterinarian performing the 
sterilization certifies to CCAS that the sterilization has been accomplished, or unless the 
veterinarian certifies to CCAS in writing that the animal has died.  

(d) Any adopted animal not sterilized within the time specified may be reclaimed by CCAS.  

ARTICLE III. RABIES CONTROL 
Sec. 14.3.1 - Rabies inoculation, tag requirement for dogs, cats and ferrets. 
(a) Insofar as the control of rabies is concerned, this chapter shall be construed and enforced 

consistently with any rules and regulations promulgated by the Board of Health. CCAS and 
the public safety director and his or her designees are authorized and directed to enforce any 
such rabies control rules and regulations which may be promulgated by the Board of Health.  

(b) All dogs, cats and ferrets shall be vaccinated by four months of age and revaccinated as 
recommended by the current Compendium of Animal Rabies or a licensed veterinarian 
according to the type of vaccine and the duration of its effectiveness.  

(c) Animals that may not be vaccinated for health reasons at the direction of a licensed 
veterinarian and those under the suggested age shall wear a collar with identification tags 
when off the property of the owner.  

(d) Ferrets are not required to wear a collar and tag, however the owner, caretaker or veterinarian 
shall provide proof of vaccination upon demand of CCAS.  

(e) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor or allow to be kept or harbored any dog 
or cat over four months of age without a collar, which shall have attached thereto a valid 
vaccination tag.  
(1) Dogs, while legally hunting or working on agricultural property with permission of the 

owner, are not required to wear a collar with identification tags when off the property of 
the owner.  

(2) Show animals are not required to wear a collar or rabies tag while being shown as 
required by this chapter provided that the owner/handler shall have the rabies tag in his 
or her possession where it may be shown upon demand of a representative of CCAS.  

(3) Animals that are housed at licensed kennels, shelters, or veterinary clinics are exempt 
from wearing collars and rabies tags provided the animal has been properly vaccinated 
and the veterinarian/caretaker has the rabies tag or proof of vaccination in his or her 
possession where it may be shown upon demand of a representative of CCAS.  
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(4) Cats and dogs over four months of age that are on the owner's property are not required 
to wear their rabies tag provided the animal has been properly vaccinated and the 
veterinarian/caretaker has the rabies tag or proof of vaccination in his or her possession 
where it may be shown upon demand of a representative of CCAS.  

(f) Any dog or cat entering the county for the purpose of a temporary stay not exceeding 14 days 
shall be exempt from the rabies tag provision of this section, but shall be subject to all other 
provisions of this chapter.  

Sec. 14.3.2 - Animals bitten by rabid animals/suspected rabid animals. 
(a) Dogs, cats and ferrets current on their rabies vaccinations that are bitten by a suspected or 

proven rabid animal shall be revaccinated immediately, confined and observed for the 
recommended time set by the State of Georgia. Confinement is the responsibility of the owner 
and subject to unannounced inspections by CCAS to ensure compliance.  

(b) Unvaccinated dogs, cats and ferrets that are bitten by a suspected or proven rabid animal 
should be humanely euthanized immediately. If the owner is unwilling to euthanize the 
animal, the exposed animal must be placed in strict confinement/isolation for the period of 
time set by the State of Georgia and vaccinated one month prior to being released from 
isolation. Confining the animal in strict isolation is the responsibility of the animal owner and 
subject to unannounced inspections by CCAS.  

(c) Cattle and livestock that are current on their rabies vaccinations bitten by a suspected or 
proven rabid animal shall be revaccinated immediately, confined, and observed for the period 
of time set by the State of Georgia. Confining the animal in strict isolation is the responsibility 
of the animal owner and subject to unannounced inspections by CCAS.  

(d) Unvaccinated cattle or livestock bitten by a suspected or proven rabid animal should be 
destroyed (slaughtered) immediately. Under special circumstances and with the approval of 
CCAS and the Board of Health, the owner may opt to keep the exposed animal under very 
strict confinement/isolation and close observation for the period of time set by the State of 
Georgia.  

(e) Any animal bitten by a suspected or proven rabid animal that is not destroyed and manifests 
any of the symptoms of rabies should be immediately examined by a licensed veterinarian. If 
the licensed veterinarian determines the animal is displaying symptoms of rabies and the 
symptoms cannot be attributed to any other illness or injury, the animal shall be humanely 
euthanized and CCAS shall be notified.  

(f) All animals will be managed in accordance with the guidelines established in the most current 
edition of the Georgia Rabies Control Manual.  

ARTICLE IV. CRUELTY AND RELATED OFFENSES 
Sec. 14.4.1 - Cruelty to animals. 
(a) Any person who abuses an animal, or aids another person in abusing an animal, or causes or 

permits an animal to abuse another animal, by acting or failing to act, shall be in violation of 
this chapter. Cruelty to an animal includes but is not limited to:  
(1) Willful neglect as defined by this chapter;  
(2) Failure to provide reasonable remedy or relief for any injured or diseased animal;  
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(3) Overloading, overdriving;  
(4) Beating, torturing, tormenting or mutilating;  
(5) Abandonment;  
(6) Killing any animal or causing the same to be done;  
(7) Failure to maintain adequate care;  
(8) Failure to provide adequate food;  
(9) Failure to provide adequate water;  
(10) Failure to provide adequate shelter;  
(11) Failure to provide adequate bedding;  
(12) Failure to provide adequate primary enclosure;  
(13) Failure to provide adequate exercise;  
(14) Failure to provide adequate space;  
(15) Failure to maintain sanitary conditions;  
(16) Failure to provide adequate ventilation;  
(17) Failure to provide adequate temperature control;  
(18) Hoarding or collecting animals as defined by this chapter;  
(19) Owning, managing, obtaining, confining or caring for any number of animals in an 

animal mill as defined by this chapter; or  
(20) Otherwise treating any animal in a cruel or inhumane manner;  

(b) Exceptions:  
(1) Licensed veterinarians who perform surgery or euthanasia and CCAS personnel who 

euthanize animals under the direction of the CCAS Director per the guidelines of the 
Georgia Veterinary Medical Association, Georgia Department of Agriculture and this 
chapter are not in violation of this chapter.  

(2) A person shall not be guilty of cruelty when the person is protecting his or her life, the 
life of another person or animal that is being attacked by an animal that is attempting to 
severely harm or kill him or her, provided that the person being attacked is not 
committing a crime or is not aggravating or inciting the animal to attack, and has not 
aggravated, injured, abused, or assaulted the animal in the past.  

Sec. 14.4.2 - Aggravated cruelty to animals. 
(a) Any person shall be in violation of this chapter and shall be guilty of aggravated cruelty who 

knowingly and maliciously causes or aids another person or animal in causing or attempting 
to cause the death, physical harm or serious disfigurement of an animal by, but not limited to, 
any of the following:  
(1) Rendering a part of such animal's body useless;  
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(2) Drowning, severely starving, severely dehydrating, strangling, suffocating, burying 
alive, or burning;  

(3) Attempting to kill, abuse, maim, disfigure, dismember, mutilate or torture any animal; 
or  

(4) Administering poison to any animal or exposing any animal to any poisonous or 
toxic/deadly substance.  

(b) Exception: Licensed veterinarians who perform surgery or euthanasia and CCAS personnel 
who euthanize animals under the direction of the CCAS manager per the guidelines of the 
Georgia Veterinary Medical Association, Georgia Department of Agriculture and this chapter 
are not in violation of this chapter.  

(c) Exception: A person shall not be guilty of aggravated cruelty when the person is protecting 
his or her life, or the life of another person or animal that is being attacked by an animal that 
is attempting to severely harm or kill him or her, provided that the person or animal being 
attacked is not committing a crime or is not aggravating or inciting the animal to attack, and 
has not aggravated, injured, abused or assaulted the animal in the past.  

Sec. 14.4.3 - Abandonment of a domestic animal. 
(a) Any person who engages in any behavior or activity defined as "abandonment (of an animal)" 

under this chapter, shall be in violation of this chapter.  
(b) Exception: An animal that is deserted when premises are temporarily vacated for the 

protection of human life during a disaster or emergency hospitalization shall not be regarded 
as abandoned under this section where the owner or custodian lacked sufficient time or 
resources to make reasonable arrangements for the adequate care and custody of the animal.  

(c) Exception: An animal relinquished through a written agreement with CCAS, the Humane 
Society of Cobb County, other licensed rescue group, licensed veterinarians, individual, or 
other entity shall not be deemed abandoned but shall be considered relinquished to the entity.  

(d) Exception: An animal left unattended when its sole owner dies shall not be deemed 
abandoned, and shall be impounded by CCAS until CCAS can locate a family member to 
take custody of the animal. If a family member cannot be located, then the animal will be held 
in compliance with section 10-67 of this chapter.  

Sec. 14.4.4 - Fighting of animals. 
(a) No animal shall be used for fighting.  
(b) No animal shall be used to train other animals to fight.  
(c) No animal shall be used as bait to encourage aggressive or fighting behavior in other animals.  
(d) No person shall own, possess, keep, harbor, train, lend, borrow, or handle any dog, cat, 

bird/fowl, or other domestic, feral or wild animal with the intent that such animal shall be 
engaged in any animal fight/fight training, exhibition of animal fighting or being used as bait 
for fighting/aggressive animals.  

(e) No person shall train, assist, umpire/referee or in any way participate in the training of any 
animal to be used for animal fighting or used as bait or for animal fighting, or torment, badger 
or bait any animal for the purpose of fighting or blood sport training or any other such activity, 
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the primary purpose of which is the training/conditioning of animals for aggressive or vicious 
behavior or animal fights or exhibitions of fighting animals.  

(f) No person shall charge admission to, participate in, or be present as a spectator, handler, 
timekeeper, referee, guard, etc. at any animal fight/battle.  

(g) No person shall profit from any activity connected with any animal fight or exhibition of 
animals fighting or training, or competitions or matches of fighting animals.  

(h) Any animal found to be used in violation of subsections (a), (b), (c), (d) or (e) of this section 
will be immediately confiscated by CCAS.  

Sec. 14.4.5 - Animal fighting/training arenas/areas. 
No person shall, for the purpose of any exhibition/ occurrence of animal fighting, training for 

animal fighting, or training of animals to display aggressive behaviors:  
(1) Build, make, maintain, or keep a pit or other animal fighting arena or area, whether 

permanent or portable, on premises owned or occupied by him;  
(2) Allow a pit or other animal fighting arena or area whether permanent or portable, to be 

built, made, maintained, or kept on his premises; or  
(3) Build, make, maintain, or keep a pit or other animal fighting arena or area, whether 

permanent or portable, on public or private property.  
Sec. 14.4.6 - Training equipment. 

No person shall:  
(1) Possess, use, sell, give, trade, or loan apparatus, paraphernalia, pit supplies, implements, 

programs, drugs or equipment used to train or condition animals to be aggressive, 
aggressive animals, game animals, or animals used to train other animals to be 
aggressive.  

(2) Use any animal as bait or as a lure in training dogs for racing or other competitions.  
Sec. 14.4.7 - Animals in motor vehicles. 

Any person shall be in violation of this chapter who:  
(1) Transports an animal in a pickup or other open vehicle unless the animal is either:  

a. Fully enclosed within the vehicle.  
b. Protected by a belt, halter, tether, cage, container or other device that will prevent 

the animal from falling, jumping or being thrown from the motor vehicle and that 
will protect the animal from harm.  

(2) Leaves an animal in a parked vehicle when temperatures inside the vehicle may 
adversely affect the animal's health and welfare. When the conditions inside a parked 
vehicle constitute an imminent threat to the animal's health or safety, any animal left in 
a parked vehicle may be removed from that vehicle by CCAS, any law enforcement 
agency, or fire agency.  

(3) Leaves an animal unrestrained or unattended in any parked open vehicle.  
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(4) Leaves an animal in any vehicle where it must stand, sit or lie on extremely hot or cold 
surfaces including but not limited to truck beds.  

Sec. 14.4.8 - Impoundment of animals inhumanely or cruelly treated. 
Any animal that has not received humane care, that has been subjected to cruelty in violation 

of this article, or that is used or intended for use in any violation of this article, shall be immediately 
impounded by CCAS.  

ARTICLE V. MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES 
Sec. 14.5.1 - Selling/giving away of animals; use of animals as prizes. 

Selling or giving away animals in front of or on private property or public property, other 
than the animal owner's property, without the owner's permission, is prohibited. A licensed rescue 
group, licensed animal shelter, licensed veterinarian, licensed pet dealer, or licensed humane 
society which has all required governmental licenses, registrations and has obtained permission 
from the owner of the business or property, may sell or give away animals on private or public 
property, including but not limited to: retail stores, businesses, flea markets, yard sales and CCAS 
property.  
Sec. 14.5.2 - Motorist hitting domestic animal to make report. 

Any person who strikes or causes injury to any domestic animal while operating a motor 
vehicle shall notify the owner of the nature of the injury and the location of the incident. If the 
owner is unknown, the person striking or injuring the animal shall notify CCAS, the county police 
department, or any law enforcement agency.  
Sec. 14.5.3 - Exhibition of animals. 
(a) Animal exhibitions will be permitted provided that the exhibitor:  

(1) Has all valid licenses and permits that are required by the state, county or city available 
for inspection on demand;  

(2) Abides by all federal, state and local laws, ordinances, rules and guidelines that apply to 
such exhibits;  

(3) Does not exhibit any animal that is ill or injured;  
(4) Has a licensed veterinarian either present or on call to attend to any injured/ill animal;  
(5) Confines/controls all animals to protect the public and the animals from harm; and  
(6) Ensures that all animals are treated in accordance with this chapter.  

(b) Legal exhibitions include but are not limited to petting zoos, circuses, dog shows, individuals 
or groups displaying/marketing animals for adoption or sale, etc., unless otherwise prohibited 
in this chapter. Animals that are high-risk carriers of rabies such as foxes, raccoons, and 
skunks shall not be exhibited in petting zoos or any exhibition where they can come in contact 
with people.  

(c) Exhibitions of animals for illegal purposes as stated in local ordinances, this chapter, state 
and federal laws are strictly prohibited.  
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(d) No person shall in any manner or for any reason encourage, instigate, promote, assist, exhibit, 
organize, sponsor, host or participate in an exhibition/demonstration of the following types 
of animals including but not limited to those animals that are:  
(1) Used or potentially used for fighting or training for fighting;  
(2) Game animals;  
(3) Bred with the intent to fight; or  
(4) Aggressive animals.  

Sec. 14.5.4 - Sanitation. 
(a) Animal owners, or persons who care for animals at the person's residence, must keep their 

property, including but not limited to their yards, porches, balconies, decks, and interior living 
spaces reasonably free of animal waste including feces and urine and the residue thereof. 
Animal waste will be removed in a timely manner by placing said material in a closed or 
sealed container and thereafter disposing of it in the animal owner's trash receptacle, sanitary 
disposal unit, or other closed or sealed refuse container, so as to provide a sanitary and odor-
free condition at all times. The waste removal method described above shall not apply to those 
persons maintaining animals on tracts of land seven acres or greater.  

(b) Persons who permit their animals to defecate on public or private property other than their 
own property are required to immediately pick up the feces, bag the feces, and properly 
dispose of the feces. Animal waste shall be removed by placing said matter in a closed or 
sealed container and thereafter disposing of it in the animal owner's or public trash receptacle, 
sanitary disposal unit or other closed or sealed refuse container.  

(c) Any person found in violation of subsection (a) or (b) of this section shall be in violation of 
this chapter, subject to the following exceptions:  
(1) Persons using guide dogs or assistance dogs are exempt from removing feces;  
(2) Hunting dogs being used in a legal hunt with permission of the property owner; or  
(3) Law enforcement officers working police trained dogs.  

 
************************* 

   Section 2.  It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that:  
(a) All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 
(b) All sections, paragraphs, sentences and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their 

enactment, believed by the City Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 
(c) To the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause 

or phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  No section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of 
this Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause 
or phrase of this Ordinance. 

(d) In the event any portion of this Ordinance shall be declared or adjudged invalid or 
unconstitutional, it is the intention of the City Council of the City that such adjudication 
shall in no manner affect the other sections, sentences, clauses or phrases of this Ordinance 
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which shall remain in full force and effect, as if the invalid or unconstitutional section, 
sentence, clause or phrase were not originally a part of the Ordinance.  

 

Section 3.  The City Attorney and City Clerk are authorized to make non-substantive editing 
and renumbering revisions to this Ordinance for proofing and renumbering purposes.     

 
Section 4.  The effective date of this Ordinance shall be June 1, 2025the date of adoption, 

unless required otherwise by the City Charter, state and/or federal law. In the event that any 
effective date herein is determined by a Court of law to be invalid, said effective date shall instead 
be the earliest date allowed by law.   
 
 SO ORDAINED this ______ day of __________________, 2025. 
 

ATTEST:                                                                       CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA: 
 
 
___________________________________                 _________________________________                                          
Susan D. Hiott, City Clerk                                                  Dr. Michael Owens, Mayor 
 

APPROVAL AS TO FORM:  
 
   
__________________________________________                                                          

Emilia Walker-Ashby, Interim City Attorney 
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AGENDA MEMO 
 

 
TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 
FROM: Purina Alexander, Purchasing Manager 
DATE: November 6, 2025, for Regular City Council Meeting 

AGENDA ITEM: Approval for RFQ 25-03: Retail Strategies 
 

 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: 
Procurement recommends approval of an agreement with Retail Strategies for Retail Development. 
RFP 25-03 – Retail Development Services to secure an experienced consultant to guide the City’s 
retail recruitment, market analysis, and downtown revitalization efforts. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

The City of Mableton issued Request for Proposals (RFP 25-03) for Retail Development Services to 
identify an experienced partner to assist with the City’s retail growth, economic positioning, and 
corridor activation strategy. The solicitation was advertised publicly on GPR (Georgia Procurement 
Registry website). The goal was to engage a qualified firm to: 
− Assess the City’s retail market potential and competitive positioning. 

− Provide data-driven site and corridor analysis. 

− Recommend strategies to attract sustainable retail investment. 

− Support public–private partnership development and marketing outreach; and coordinate with 

City staff and regional agencies (Cobb County, ARC, GDOT) on implementation. 

CONTRACT SUMMARY 

 Contractor: Retail Strategies 

 Term: Effective Date – December 31, 2025, with annual renewals permitted through 2026. 

 Compensation: Per approved cost proposal and task orders issued by the City. 

 Termination: May be terminated for cause, convenience, or lack of appropriations. 

 Compliance: Subject to all applicable state and federal procurement and nondiscrimination 

laws; includes insurance, indemnification, and Georgia security/immigration affidavits. 

This award directly advances the City’s Economic Development and Downtown Revitalization Plan by: 

 Positioning Mableton for sustainable retail expansion and investment. 
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 Providing market intelligence to attract national and regional brands. 

 Supporting data-based policy and zoning decisions; and 

 Strengthening partnerships between City staff, property owners, and the business community. 

FUNDING AND FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
This is a yearly, as needed contract professional services budgeted item. 

 
PROCUREMENT SUMMARY (if applicable) 
REVIEW & APPROVALS: 

Financial Review: Karen Ellis, Finance Director 
Concurrent Review: William Tanks, City Manager 

Page 158 of 225



Name of Vendor Date Stamped Mail or Electronic 
Keller Williams Mail 
Retail Strategies Mail 

Bid RFP 25-03: Retail Development 

Received 08/24/2025 @ 3:30pm
Received 08/25/2025 @ 2:00 pm
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