
 

September 10, 2025 City Council Regular Meeting Agenda Pg 1 

 

CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA 
Riverside EpiCenter 

135 Riverside Pkwy, Austell, GA 30168 
September 10, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

 

The Honorable Michael Owens, Mayor   
The Honorable Ron Davis, District 1 Councilmember   

The Honorable Dami Oladapo, District 2 Councilmember 
The Honorable Keisha Jeffcoat, Mayor Pro Tem/District 3 Councilmember 

The Honorable Patricia Auch, District 4 Councilmember 
The Honorable TJ Ferguson, District 5 Councilmember 

The Honorable Debora Herndon, District 6 Councilmember 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  
1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. INVOCATION 

4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 a. City of Mableton Interim 2045 Comprehensive Plan Transmittal Hearing - Deputy 

Community Development Director Tina Garver 

7. PRESENTATIONS/ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS/PROCLAMATIONS 
 a. Resolution - Mableton Reads  

8. APPOINTMENTS 

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS - 2 minutes per speaker - no more than 30 minutes for all speakers. 
Anyone wishing to make a public comment should complete and submit the public comment card 
to the City Clerk prior to the start of the meeting. 

10. CONSENT AGENDA 
 a. Ratification of Council member approved elevations - Chase Bank located at 4855 

Floyd Rd, PIN 17004200240  
 b. Approval of August 27, 2025 Work Session Minutes - 5:15 PM 
 c. Approval of August 27, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 d. Ratification of Council member approved elevations, site plan and landscaping plan - 7 

Brew located at 3805 Anderson Farm Rd SW - 19079000020  
 e. Ratification of Council member approved elevations, site plan and landscaping plan - 

Brookwood Mixed Use located at 3753 Austell Rd, PIN 19085500050  
 f. Ratification of Council member approved site plan and landscaping plan - Park View 
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September 10, 2025 City Council Regular Meeting Agenda Pg 2 

Reserve 

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

12. NEW BUSINESS 
 a. Second Read of an Ordinance Updating Chapter 2, Administration, of the City Code 

of Ordinances; Establishing A Resignation Process for City Board, Commission, and 
Authority Appointees and for Other Lawful Purposes - City Attorney Emilia Walker-
Ashby 

 b. Second Read of an Ordinance Updating Chapter 13, Nuisances, of the City Code of 
Ordinances; Creating the City of Mableton Safe and Healthy Housing and Property 
Ordinance and for Other Lawful Purposes - City Attorney Emilia Walker-Ashby 

 c. First Read - An Ordinance Updating Chapter 1, General Government, of the City 
Code of Ordinances; Establishing Emergency Procedures for the Protection, Safety, 
Health, or the Well-Being of the Citizens of the Citizens of the City of Mableton and 
for Other Lawful Purposes - City Attorney Walker-Ashby 

 d. A Resolution Approving and Adopting a Local Emergency Operations Plan for for 
Other Lawful Purposes - City Attorney Emilia Walker-Ashby 

13. OTHER BUSINESS/DISCUSSION 

14. CITY MANAGER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 

15. CITY ATTORNEY/CITY CLERK/STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 

16. MAYOR AND COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 

17. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF NEEDED) FOR LITIGATION (O.C.G.A. 50-14-
3(B)(1)(A)REAL ESTATE(O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(1)) PERSONNEL ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 
(B)(2)) AND MISC. EXEMPTIONS ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(4)&(5)) 

18. ADJOURNMENT 
  

Persons with special needs relating to handicapped accessibility, disability, or foreign language may contact the 
City Clerk at (404) 927-9502 or  susan.hiott@mableton.gov at least three days prior to the meeting. The clerk 
can be located at the City of Mableton Administrative Offices, 1245 Veterans Memorial Highway, Mableton, 
Georgia 30126 during regular office hours. 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: September 10, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: City of Mableton Interim 2045 Comprehensive Plan 
Transmittal Hearing - Deputy Community Development Director Tina Garver 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. MABLETON 2045 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: September 10, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Proclamation - Mableton Reads  
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: Councilmember Jeffcoat in conjunction with Mayor Owens 
and Council spearheads, a proposed proclamation is to show support of Georgia Reads—
specifically to launch Mableton Reads. 
 
Georgia Reads is scheduled for September 22, and launching Mableton Reads in conjunction 
with the statewide initiative would give the Mableton community a meaningful way to 
participate. 
 
Literacy is a critical foundation for our youth, building the foundation for both individual 
opportunity and community growth. Strong reading skills improve educational outcomes, 
workforce readiness, and civic engagement.  
 
Students who read proficiently by third grade are significantly more likely to graduate high 
school, while adult literacy opens doors to better jobs, financial stability, and active participation 
in civic life. 
 
Through Mableton Reads, in alignment with Georgia Reads, the City can: 

• Promote reading as a shared community value; 
• Partner with schools, libraries, faith organizations, and nonprofits to increase access to 

books and literacy programs; and 
• Foster a culture of lifelong learning for residents of all ages. 

 
By adopting this proclamation before September 22, it will show Mableton’s commitment to 
ensuring every student has the tools to read, learn, and succeed. 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:  None 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: September 10, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Ratification of Council member approved elevations - Chase 
Bank located at 4855 Floyd Rd, PIN 17004200240  
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: Section 2.03 of the zoning ordinance outlines procedures for 
modifications to site plans or zoning conditions applied to any rezoning, temporary land use 
permits, special land use permit, or other zoning agenda item. Additionally, this code states the 
following: 
 
Any rezoning, temporary land use permit, or other zoning agenda item approved by the Cobb 
County Board of Commissioners before the adoption of the MZC that requires the district 
commissioner approve a site plan, landscape plan, architecture or other item as a condition of 
zoning and no such approval was made as of the adoption of the MZC, shall require approval by 
the Council Member in whose district the property is located. Upon that Council Member’s 
approval, the item shall be ratified by being placed on the consent agenda for the next regularly 
scheduled Council meeting.  Site plans, landscape plans, architecture or other items previously 
approved by the district commissioner may only be amended by the Mayor and Council at any 
regularly scheduled meeting or hearing following the approval of the Council Member in whose 
district the property is located.    
 
Community Development Director, Michael Hughes and Deputy Community Development 
Director, Tina Garver met with Councilperson Auch on August 11, 2025  to review the attached 
rendering. Attached to this action is the final approval.  
 
Chase Bank - 4855 Floyd Rd 
  
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Ratification of approved plans. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Chase Bank Rendering 
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STONE 2

STONE 1: CREAM, STONE 2: SILVER ASH

STONE 2

 STONE 2: SILVER ASH
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: September 10, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Approval of August 27, 2025 Work Session Minutes - 5:15 
PM 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. August 27, 2025 Work Session Minutes - 515 PM 
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CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA 
Riverside EpiCenter 

135 Riverside Pkwy, Austell, GA 30168 
August 27, 2025 at 5:15 PM 

 

The Honorable Michael Owens, Mayor   
The Honorable Ron Davis, District 1 Councilmember   

The Honorable Dami Oladapo, District 2 Councilmember 
The Honorable Keisha Jeffcoat, Mayor Pro Tem/District 3 Councilmember 

The Honorable Patricia Auch, District 4 Councilmember 
The Honorable TJ Ferguson, District 5 Councilmember 

The Honorable Debora Herndon, District 6 Councilmember 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES  
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Owens called the meeting to order.  
 

2. ROLL CALL 
City Clerk Hiott conducted the roll call. Councilmember Oladapo and Jeffcoat were absent. 
Quorum present. 

 

3. AGENDA ITEMS AND DISCUSSION 
Motion was made by Councilmember Herndon and seconded by Councilmember Ferguson 
to approve the Agenda as written. The motion passed 5-0.  
 
 

 

4. PRE REGULAR MEETING AGENDA REVIEW  
Mayor Owens noted there were not any pre-regular reviews, presentations, or 
announcements. He confirmed with City Manager Tanks that an Executive Session is not 
needed. 

 

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None. 

 

6. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF NEEDED) FOR LITIGATION (O.C.G.A. 50-14-
3(B)(1)(A)REAL ESTATE(O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(1)) PERSONNEL ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 
(B)(2)) AND MISC. EXEMPTIONS ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(4)&(5)) 
Executive Session was not needed.   

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion was made by Councilmember Herndon and seconded by Councilmember Davis to 
adjourn the meeting. The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Councilmember Auch asked if there were any other discussion items. None were 
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recognized. The meeting adjourned. 
 
  

    
     
Dr. Michael Owens, Mayor  Susan Hiott, City Clerk 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: September 10, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Approval of August 27, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. August 27, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes (1) 
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CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA 
Riverside EpiCenter 

135 Riverside Pkwy, Austell, GA 30168 
August 27, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

 

The Honorable Michael Owens, Mayor   
The Honorable Ron Davis, District 1 Councilmember   

The Honorable Dami Oladapo, District 2 Councilmember 
The Honorable Keisha Jeffcoat, Mayor Pro Tem/District 3 Councilmember 

The Honorable Patricia Auch, District 4 Councilmember 
The Honorable TJ Ferguson, District 5 Councilmember 

The Honorable Debora Herndon, District 6 Councilmember 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Owens called the meeting to order. 
 

 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
City Clerk Hiott called the roll. Councilmember Jeffcoat was absent. Quorum was present. 
 

 

3. INVOCATION 
Councilmember Davis led the Invocation. 
 

 

4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Councilmember Ferguson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

 

5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Ferguson and seconded by Councilmember Oladapo 
to approve the agenda as written. The motion passed 5-0. 

 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 

 

7. PRESENTATIONS/ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS/PROCLAMATIONS 
None. 
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8. APPOINTMENTS 
 a. Appointment to the Board of Zoning Appeals 

 
Mayor Owens announced Councilmember Herndon’s appointee to the Board of Zoning 
Appeals. He administered the loyalty oath and presented a certificate of recognition to 
Ms.Yolanda Bennett for her commitment to serve on the board. 
 
(Clerk's Note: Only one motion was made for both the Board of Zoning Appeals and Ethics 
Board appointments.) 
 

 
 b. Appointment to the Ethics Board 

 
Mayor Owens announced Councilmember Herndon's appointee to the Ethics Board.  He 
administered the loyalty oath and presented a certificate of recognition to Ms. Angela 
Weston for her commitment to serve on the board. 
 
(Clerk's Note: Only one motion was made for both the Board of Zoning Appeals and Ethics 
Board appointments.) 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Auch and seconded by Councilmember Ferguson to 
approve the appointments of Yolanda Bennett to the Board of Zoning Appeals and Angela 
Weston to the Board of Ethics. The motion passed 6-0.  
 
(Clerk's Note: The motion was made prior to the Consent Agenda.) 

 

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS - 2 minutes per speaker - no more than 30 minutes for all 
speakers. Anyone wishing to make a public comment should complete and submit the 
public comment card to the City Clerk prior to the start of the meeting. 
 
Denise Woods reported there were no updates at her apartment complex. She was dealing 
with critters in her roof and ceiling. She was suffering and asking for help.  She is asking 
for a push for the landlords to do what they need to do.  
 
Michael Murphy expressed how he was moved by residents of those who came before the 
Council.  He reminded everyone that it was not the first time.  There are different people, 
but the same issue. It is disturbing that the issue has been going on for so long.  He 
commented that if the political will, can get up some speed, something can be done.   
 
Monica Delancy thanked Mayor Owens for listening to the concerns raised about the 
negligence of the corporate landlords of many of the apartment complexes.  She addressed 
the ordinance on the agenda, was similar to Smyrna's, which led to the demolition of the 
Hickory Lakes Apartments.  Families were displaced as a result, largely because there was 
no clear plan in place to prevent the loss of housing.  The Riverside Community Business 
Agreement was established so if development occurs, it will not cause displacement.  She 
continued to speak about the current condition of apartments that have deteriorated so 
severely, that a complete overhaul seems to be necessary. This is not a renter issue, but a 
community issue.  
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Sam Culbreth, Chair of Austell Community Task Force, on behalf of the Task Force 
thanked those that attended their 24th Back to School Jam.  He gave a report on the 
event.  He announced details of the upcoming Task Force meeting at South Cobb 
Recreation Center on Monday, September 8th at 7 pm.   
 
Cassandra Brown who lives in District 4 provided a statement from a friend that could not 
attend the meeting.  He was a recent resident that moved to the City in 2023.  He and his 
wife fell in love with the Mableton community.  They made frequent use of all 
the  amazing parks.  One issue that they have is that they can't walk anywhere.  They have 
to drive wherever they go. There is zero walkability in his community. She pointed out that 
Cooper Lake Road between Nickajack and St. Martin's Lane does not have sidewalks and is 
dangerous.  She continued to provide Cobb County's statistics of cars traveling and 
pedestrian deaths and spoke about the lack of sidewalks.    
 
Bahiyah Graham, resident of 575 Apartments, has lived in Cobb and Mableton for almost 
20 years. She previously wrote a letter to 67 elected officials and code enforcement about 
the condition of the 575 Apartments. She spoke about the community and that some people 
who do not live there have forgotten where they came from.     
 
Patricia Moore of District 4 reported she has lived in Mableton since 2007 off the Fontaine 
Road area.  She has been attending the meetings since the City was formed.  The City is 
moving forward. One of the biggest issues she has is when Council members use their 
social media to sabotage the mayor.  She asked that the Council not use their social media 
page to entice constituents to think other Council members are doing wrong.  She asked if a 
council member has concerns, to meet with the other council members. 
 

 

10. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Auch and seconded by Councilmember Ferguson to 
approve the consent agenda as written. The motion passed 6-0. 

 
 a. Approval of August 13, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 b. Approval of August 11, 2025 Council Work Session Minutes 

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None. 

 

12. NEW BUSINESS 
 a. First Read of an Ordinance Updating Chapter 2, Administration, of the City 

Code of Ordinances; Establishing A Resignation Process for City Board, 
Commission, and Authority Appointees and for Other Lawful Purposes - City 
Attorney Emilia Walker-Ashby 

 
Mayor Owens announced the item and provided background.  It is a general administration 
item to make sure that people who are appointed to Mableton Commissions, Authorities 
and Boards (CABS) have a process for resignation. City Attorney Walker-Ashby reiterated 
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the ordinance was a First Read.  Mayor Owens asked if there were any questions.  There 
was none. 

 
 b. Consideration and Approval of a Resolution Establishing the Alcoholic Beverage 

and Regulatory License Fee Schedule and for Other Lawful Purposes - 
Community Development Director Michael Hughes 

 
Mayor Owens announced the item and recognized Community Development Director 
Michael Hughes.  Mr. Hughs explained the Resolution is to adopt Alcoholic Beverage and 
Regulatory License Fees.  On August 13th, the Alcohol and Regulatory Ordinance was 
adopted. In keeping with the current Intergovernmental Government Agreement (IGA) with 
Cobb County, the City will be accepting applications on September 1st.  
 
Mayor Owens asked how the City was informing the businesses throughout the City.  Mr. 
Hughes stated there would be a campaign, information at the Community Development 
Offices, and there would be social media opportunities.  The fee structure is the same as 
Cobb County.  There are no changes as to what the county was.  
 
Councilmember Ferguson asked if everything was set and prepared to start September 
1st.  He asked if businesses could get information from the website.  Mr. Hughes replied 
yes.  
 
Motion made by Councilmember Dami Oladapo and seconded by Councilmember Davis to 
approve the Resolution Establishing the Alcoholic Beverage and Regulatory License Fee 
Schedule and for other lawful purposes.  Mayor Owens asked if there was any 
discussion.  There was none.   
 
The motion passed 6-0. 

 
 c. First Read of an Ordinance Updating Chapter 13, Nuisances, of the City Code of 

Ordinances; Creating the City of Mableton Safe and Healthy Housing and 
Property Ordinance and for Other Lawful Purposes - City Attorney Emilia 
Walker-Ashby 

 
Mayor Owens announced the item and provided background.  He explained that the 
ordinance is a First Read for safe and healthy housing and property.  He personally had 
been working on this for some time.  Every person should live in a safe, habitual place.  He 
referenced House Bill 404 Safe at Home Act that defined that all landlords should have 
habitual housing.  The House Bill 404 fell short because it did not define what habitual 
housing was.  The City's ordinance defines what habitual living means. The ordinance is 
specific about mold, rodent infestation, unsafe structures and other situations that affect the 
well-being of residents.  The ordinance also gives the City staff the power to go forward 
and do inspections and issue violations and fines.  The ordinance lays accountability clearly 
on those that may not be held accountable, and allows the City to go even further for repeat 
violations.  Under the ordinance, the City has authority to place liens on properties and 
impose abatement costs. He continued to explain the protections under HB 404 and the 
ordinance.  The ordinance is not about punishing the landlords that act responsibly.  It is 
about setting a firm standard. The ordinance holds tenants accountable also. Mayor Owens 
continued to explain how the City continues to progress.  Every time the City meets, a 
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policy or ordinance is placed on the table that the Council deliberates for a vote.  This one 
has been in the works.  He would love to have all of this completed and in place on day 
one, but this is another step of many.  He reiterated that the ordinance was a First Read and 
asked Council if they had comments.   
 
Questions and discussion ensued. Councilmember Ferguson asked if the ordinance was 
strong enough. He asked about addressing the ownership of the apartment complexes 
jumping from one to another. Mayor Owens reported that he had looked at other cities' 
ordinances and processes.  The City should be working within the confines of the State 
law.   
Attorney Walker'Ashby stated the ordinance also incorporates looking at case law.   
 
Mayor Owens recognized Attorney Walker-Ashby.  She explained how the ordinance 
incorporates a level of habitual standards as well as property care standards which allow the 
City to act.  She addressed the issuance of a citation.  She explained how the landlords 
expect the issuance of citations, practicing slum lording, and they have budgeted line items 
for expected citations. They don't care. They pay citations up to $10,000 - $40,000.  If they 
can operate as a slumlord, it is cheaper to pay the City's fines.  Citing is not always 
effective. She referenced the State Nuisance Code, and noted the City can use nuisance 
parameters to close the property, demolish, force sale, put leins on property, or can abate 
the property, self, fix issues, and put costs against property. There is a broader range going 
after the owner.  If the landlord does not proceed to correct the issues, there can be 
foreclosure on the property.   
 
City Attorney Walker-Ashby addressed the Councilmember Ferguson's question about how 
to combat frequent owners.  The ordinance allows the City to put Lis pendens that 
stipulates if the owner sales, the lis pendens will attach to the property and the new owner 
will be subject to the costs put on the property.  The lis pendens statues are under the State 
Code.  
 
Discussion and explanation continued: 

• Councilmember Ferguson asked additional questions about the State Nuisance Code 
and asked if the lis pendens and other enforcement under the Code had been issued 
in the past.  

• Councilmember Herndon inquired about what would happen to the residents while 
the landlord had renovations to their apartment. City Manager Tanks noted a person 
can not live in a building when it is being renovated.    

• City Attorney Walker-Ashby provided examples of how other cities handle 
unhabitual apartments.  

• Councilmember Dami Oladapo asked when the ordinance is passed, can the City 
make a report and data available to the residents so they can make plans as they see 
the inspection data.  Mr. Tanks stated there would be a full report at the next work 
session.  

• Councilmember Ferguson expressed that he didn't agree with the ordinance in 
totality because it does not do anything about how the City communicates to the 
residents. The City communicates with the landlord.  

• Mayor Owens stated the communication is tilted toward landlord.  The landlord 
should consistently communicate with the residents.   
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• The goal of the ordinance is to give Council the ability to cite and move past 
that.  There are other elements that go with this, such as social service, social 
support and resources, but the ordinance is to make sure residents have safe and 
healthy housing. There are other components that are not part of the ordinance. This 
ordinance makes sure to hold the landlords accountable.   

 
Attorney Walker-Ashby stated she has never used the ordinance to evict anyone. She 
provided an example from College Park, where there were high-priority residents—elderly 
and disabled individuals. She collected information, contacted the Housing Authority and 
Habitat for Humanity, and informed residents that they could no longer live there due to 
public health concerns. The City was able to work with outside agencies to help relocate 
those residents. Although the City has the ability to address such situations, it is not 
practical to use tax money to displace everyone. Unfortunately, able-bodied individuals will 
need to find a new place to stay within the next month or two. Most landlords, when 
enforcement is applied, become compliant and make necessary repairs. For those who have 
been in the community for some time, Mayor Owens referenced the displacement of those 
who lived at the 2015 Magnolia Crossing. He commented how those issues are not 
something to sort through in this ordinance.  The ordinance is directly for the landlords.   
 
Additional discussion followed:  

• Councilmember Ferguson addressed the next steps.  The City was moving 
expeditiously, by having court personnel in place and making appointments.  The 
second step is to sit with code enforcement, prioritize which communities are 
priority for the City to address. There will be permission from the Council as it does 
make a cost commitment.   

• Mayor Owens noted the ordinance applied city-wide.  The ordinance is not just 
limited to one area. There may be other apartments in the City.   

• Attorney Walker-Ashby remarked that the ordinance is not limited just to multi-
family.  Given the severity of the issue, the City can implement against single-
family homes, also.   

• Mr. Tanks reported there will be a report from Code Enforcement at the September 
8th work session.   

• Mr. Tanks explained that the strategic discussions would require sitting down and 
discussing at a planning conference.  

• Councilmember Ferguson pointed out that the ordinance refers to the public officer 
or at least five city residents.  He asked who is the deciding factor for the ranking of 
the cases.  City Attorney Walker-Ashby says most cases would be decided by the 
city manager in conjunction with the department delegated for the abatement.  

 
The Second Read will be at the next regular council meeting. 

 

13. OTHER BUSINESS/DISCUSSION 
None. 

 

14. CITY MANAGER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 
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City Manager Tanks announced the upcoming 4P Community Meeting—bringing together 
Pastors, Public Safety, Principals, and Partners—to foster collaboration and build a stronger 
Mableton. It will be held on Thursday, September 18, 2025, at the Cobb Police Academy. 
While the meeting is not directly open to the public, he still wanted to make the public 
aware of the event. He noted that although the City has its limitations, it can always bring 
people together to create solutions and leverage the collective strength of the community. 
 
He also shared that the City’s new Court Administrator, Mallory Minor, has been 
nominated as the 2025–2026 Secretary of the Georgia Council of Court Administrators—
the only nominee from Cobb County. 
 

 

15. CITY ATTORNEY/CITY CLERK/STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 
None. 

 

16. MAYOR AND COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 
Councilmember Davis congratulated Councilmember Jeffcoat on joining Leadership Cobb. 
He welcomed the new appointees to the Ethics Board and BZA. He also highlighted his 
upcoming Housing Forum on September 6 at the South Cobb Rec Center. He thanked 
Councilmember Oladapo for partnering with him on this effort 2 years in a row. He 
explained that the goal of the forum is to explore strategies to increase the City’s housing 
stock. He noted that district-specific updates will be shared and emphasized the need to 
address each district’s unique challenges. He stressed the importance of the community 
being engaged and informed. He closed by wishing everyone a safe and happy Labor Day. 
 
Councilmember Oladapo stated that housing remains a significant challenge in both her and 
Councilmember Davis’ district, and they are actively exploring solutions. She thanked the 
Mayor, Council, and City Attorney for their efforts in developing the Nuisance Ordinance 
and noted that it was a step in the right direction. She mentioned the efforts she, Director 
Ferrell, and the Code Enforcement team have made to tackle issues affecting the apartment 
complexes in her district. She encouraged residents to continue to extend grace and 
patience as the City is making progress.  
 
Councilmember Oladapo announced the District 2 “Walk and Talk Trash” cleanup in 
partnership with Keep Cobb Beautiful. She highlighted the Riverside Elementary 
beautification event on September 13th, and thanked the Mayoral Impact Fund for its 
support for that project. Lastly, she encouraged residents to reach out with any questions or 
to get involved.  
 
Councilmember Auch thanked Mayor Owens for bringing forth the Safe and Healthy 
Housing Ordinance, also noting that it is a step in the right direction. She highlighted the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Tunnels to Towers Veterans Village, which will help to 
address housing gaps for veterans. She acknowledged the concern about sidewalks on 
Copper Lake and noted that the issue had recently been discussed as a potential SPLOST 
initiative. She highlighted that Mayor Owens also agreed that it is an issue that needs to be 
addressed. 
 
Councilmember Auch responded to the accusation of disclosing Executive Session 
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information on social media. She stated that was not true and agreed that "mudslinging" 
does not serve the City well. She explained that when she chooses to post on social media, 
it is typically because she feels an issue has not been adequately heard. She thanked the 
resident for voicing her concern. Councilmember Auch reviewed the Open Meeting Act’s 
exemptions for Executive Sessions. She concluded by posing the question: “Is it acceptable 
for public officials to use City branding to promote private fundraising initiatives?” 
 
Councilmember Ferguson noted that the Nuisance Ordinance has been a long time coming 
and stressed the need to clearly communicate the City’s progress, current efforts, and future 
plans to address ongoing concerns. He announced a men's mental health workshop, hosted 
in partnership with T2S and the Cobb Collaborative, on September 6th at The Green Room 
Restaurant. He noted that women are welcome.  
 

Councilmember Herndon thanked attendees and acknowledged the 12 online viewers. She 
expressed appreciation for ongoing efforts to address constituent concerns and 
congratulated her board appointees, Ms. Bennett and Ms. Weston. She mentioned that she 
plans to prioritize community engagement in her next term and invited input from District 6 
residents on the future of the City and their district. She wished everyone safe travels. 

Mayor Owens emphasized the importance of the safe and healthy housing ordinance. He 
stated it is about doing the right things for the right reasons and as the city’s capacity grows 
to do those things, it will. He acknowledged that there is still plenty more to be done around 
the housing effort. 
 
Mayor Owens  mentioned that he looks forward to joining Councilmembers Oladapo and 
Davis, at the housing symposium to discuss things going on locally, statewide and 
nationally. He hoped to further discuss the legislation coming out of Washington and its 
local impact on the City. He reminded that housing decisions are ultimately made at the 
local level.  
  
He announced the First State of the City Address that will be held on Sep 9th at the 
Riverside Epi Center where there will be a sharing of the City’s history, currently and 
where we plan to go in the future. He acknowledged the 700 individuals that have 
registered thus far and encouraged others to register. He addressed the technical difficulties 
that occurred with the Eventbrite and those that may have not been able to register 
properly.  
  
Mayor Owens mentioned that as banks are moving into the City, he had a chance to meet 
with some of the banking leaders, including the president/CEO of JP Morgan Chase to 
speak about the City and some of its challenges. He was surprised to hear that she knew 
specifically about the branch opening in Mableton and noted that others around the country 
were paying attention. Mayor Owens welcomed the banks into the community but stressed 
the importance of elevating the community overall. He highlighted conversations with 
these leaders about the financial literacy workshop, homeownership pathway & will/estate 
planning for senior residents. He expressed support for the banks’ presence but emphasized 
the need to hold them accountable for contributing to the City's improvement. 
 
Mayor Owens shared that he recently met with the new Operations Manager of Six Flags to 
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discuss the park’s role as a continued partner of the City. He hoped that residents would 
take pride in having Six Flags within the City limits. He also confirmed that Six Flags plans 
to remain where it is despite rumors. 
 
Mayor Owens announced that he has worked with Google to update the map to reflect the 
City’s correct boundaries and continues to work with other elected officials to update 
mailing addresses. He clarified that the issue with Mableton addresses lies with the U.S. 
Postal Service. However, Mayor Owens stressed that the City is here to stay and that a 
permanent resolution is needed. He noted that discussions with Google have been 
productive and hopes of a valuable partnership with the City. 
 
Mayor Owens  reiterated the recent grand opening of Tunnels to Towers and shared 
additional details about the facility and its services for veterans in need. He expressed 
appreciation for the effort put into the project and their responsiveness to community 
concerns. He expressed hopes to see Tunnels to Towers become a strong partner to the City 
as well and acknowledged the veterans on Council who are committed to its ongoing 
support. 
 
Mayor Owens emphasized the importance of supporting local schools and highlighted the 
upcoming beautification effort at Riverside Elementary. He recognized the impressive 
abilities of the students and teachers, which often go unacknowledged. He stated that the 
City plays a vital role in the Mableton school system and noted that his public charity will 
continue to help direct funds to where they are needed most. 
 
Lastly, he highlighted that every Saturday is “Small Business Saturday” in Mableton, 
emphasizing that small businesses are the backbone of the City. The goal is to support and 
strengthen these businesses. 

 

17. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF NEEDED) FOR LITIGATION (O.C.G.A. 50-14-
3(B)(1)(A)REAL ESTATE(O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(1)) PERSONNEL ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 
(B)(2)) AND MISC. EXEMPTIONS ( O.C.G.A. 50-14-3 (B)(4)&(5)) 
Executive Session was not needed.  

 

18. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion was made by Councilmember Oladapo and seconded by Councilmember Ferguson 
to adjourn. The motion passed 6-0 (Approximately 8:50) 

 
  

    
     
Dr. Michael Owens, Mayor  Susan Hiott, City Clerk 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: September 10, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Ratification of Council member approved elevations, site 
plan and landscaping plan - 7 Brew located at 3805 Anderson Farm Rd SW - 19079000020  
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: Section 2.03 of the zoning ordinance outlines procedures for 
modifications to site plans or zoning conditions applied to any rezoning, temporary land use 
permits, special land use permit, or other zoning agenda item. Additionally, this code states the 
following: 
 
Any rezoning, temporary land use permit, or other zoning agenda item approved by the Cobb 
County Board of Commissioners before the adoption of the MZC that requires the district 
commissioner approve a site plan, landscape plan, architecture or other item as a condition of 
zoning and no such approval was made as of the adoption of the MZC, shall require approval by 
the Council Member in whose district the property is located. Upon that Council Member’s 
approval, the item shall be ratified by being placed on the consent agenda for the next regularly 
scheduled Council meeting.  Site plans, landscape plans, architecture or other items previously 
approved by the district commissioner may only be amended by the Mayor and Council at any 
regularly scheduled meeting or hearing following the approval of the Council Member in whose 
district the property is located.    
 
Community Development Director, Michael Hughes and Deputy Community Development 
Director, Tina Garver met with Councilwoman Herndon on August 27, 2025  to review the 
attached rendering, site plan, lighting plan and landscaping plan. Attached to this action is the 
final approval. 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Ratification of rendering, site plan, lighting plan and landscaping 
plan approval. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Seven Brew Architecturals 
2. Seven Brew Site Plan 
3. Seven Brew Landscaping Plan 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: September 10, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Ratification of Council member approved elevations, site 
plan and landscaping plan - Brookwood Mixed Use located at 3753 Austell Rd, PIN 
19085500050  
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: Section 2.03 of the zoning ordinance outlines procedures for 
modifications to site plans or zoning conditions applied to any rezoning, temporary land use 
permits, special land use permit, or other zoning agenda item. Additionally, this code states the 
following: 
 
Any rezoning, temporary land use permit, or other zoning agenda item approved by the Cobb 
County Board of Commissioners before the adoption of the MZC that requires the district 
commissioner approve a site plan, landscape plan, architecture or other item as a condition of 
zoning and no such approval was made as of the adoption of the MZC, shall require approval by 
the Council Member in whose district the property is located. Upon that Council Member’s 
approval, the item shall be ratified by being placed on the consent agenda for the next regularly 
scheduled Council meeting.  Site plans, landscape plans, architecture or other items previously 
approved by the district commissioner may only be amended by the Mayor and Council at any 
regularly scheduled meeting or hearing following the approval of the Council Member in whose 
district the property is located.    
 
Community Development Director, Michael Hughes and Deputy Community Development 
Director, Tina Garver met with Councilwoman Herndon on August 27, 2025  to review the 
attached rendering, site plan and landscaping plan. Attached to this action is the final approval. 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Ratification of rendering, site plan and landscaping plan approval. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Brookwood Mixed Use Site Plan 
2. Brookwood Mixed Use Lighting Plan 
3. Brookwood Mixed Use Landscaping Plan 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: September 10, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Ratification of Council member approved site plan and 
landscaping plan - Park View Reserve 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: Section 2.03 of the zoning ordinance outlines procedures for 
modifications to site plans or zoning conditions applied to any rezoning, temporary land use 
permits, special land use permit, or other zoning agenda item. Additionally, this code states the 
following: 
 
Any rezoning, temporary land use permit, or other zoning agenda item approved by the Cobb 
County Board of Commissioners before the adoption of the MZC that requires the district 
commissioner approve a site plan, landscape plan, architecture or other item as a condition of 
zoning and no such approval was made as of the adoption of the MZC, shall require approval by 
the Council Member in whose district the property is located. Upon that Council Member’s 
approval, the item shall be ratified by being placed on the consent agenda for the next regularly 
scheduled Council meeting.  Site plans, landscape plans, architecture or other items previously 
approved by the district commissioner may only be amended by the Mayor and Council at any 
regularly scheduled meeting or hearing following the approval of the Council Member in whose 
district the property is located.    
 
Councilperson Auch approved the revised plan on September 3, 2025.  
 
The final site plan will be uploaded on Monday for the agenda packet.    
 
 
  
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Ratification of approved plans. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. PARKVIEW RESERVE 
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SPECIMEN TREES ARE TAGGED WITH NUMBERED METAL TAGS.

PLANT SCHEDULE -

STREET TREES

Provide One (1) - Min. 3" Cal Tree for every  35 LF of Roadway
Frontage less Driveways, Access Ways and Sight Triangles.

WHITE BOULEVARD
131 LF Roadways/ 35 LF  = 4 Trees

INTERNAL STREETS
912 LF Roadways/ 35 LF  = 26 Trees

DETAILS AND PLAN NOTES FOR
TREE PROTECTION AND TREE
REPLACEMENT (LANDSCAPE
PLAN) REQUIREMENTS ARE
PROVIDED ON SHEET TP3.

This lot requires trees to be planted in accordance with the approved Tree
Protection and Replacement Plan for this subdivision.  Tree planting
locations, planting methods and plant material (size, species, and quality)
must be in accordance with the approved plan.  This must be verified prior to
the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy.  The homebuider must use the online
Accela Citizens Access Portal to request an Arborist inspection at least 3 days prior to the
date that the inspection is needed.

This lot has a designated tree protection area, the
dimensions of which are on file with the Cobb
County Community Development Agency.  The
Homebuilder is responsible for maintaining this
area in an undisturbed condition until the release
of the certificate of occupancy.  Protective fencing
must be installed and maintained according to
Cobb County standards.  This must be verified
prior to the issuance of the Certificate of
Occupancy.  The homebuider must use the online Accela
Citizens Access Portal to request an Arborist inspection at
least 3 days prior to the date that the inspection is needed.
Any infringements into the tree protection areas must be
mitigated prior to release of the Certificate of Occupancy.

A pre-construction conference is required prior to the issuance of the on-site
construction permit.  Call the Site Inspection Section at (770)528-2142 to
arrange a meeting at the site.

A landscape conference is required of this project prior to any finish
landscaping.   Call the Cobb County Arborist (770)528-2124 or Landscape
Architect at (770) 528-2149.  There are critical factors on the landscape plan
that affect both the general contractor and the landscape contractor. Planting
area dimensions, planting methods and as well as plant materials must be in
accordance wit the approved plan, or the landscape inspector may delay the
release of the certificate of occupancy.

PARKING TREES

ALL PROPOSED PARKING SPACES THIS SCOPE OF WORK TO BE LOCATED
WITHIN 50' OF A SHADE TREE.  See Layout for Radius Showing Coverage.

NOTE:
DO NOT INSTALL TREES/SHRUBS WHERE ROOT BALLS WILL
PUNCTURE OR INTERFERE WITH RETAINING WALL GEOGRID OR
STABILIZATION COMPONENTS.  DO NOT INSTALL
TREES/SHRUBS LESS THAN 10' FROM TOE OF DAM SLOPE.
WHERE CONFLICTS ARE FOUND AND FIELD ADJUSTMENT OF
TREE PLACEMENTS BECOME NECESSARY - OBTAIN APPROVAL
FROM OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE PRIOR TO TREE
INSTALLATION.

BUFFERS MUST BE PLANTED OT COBB COUNTY STANDARDS
WHERE SPARSELY VEGETATED OR WHERE DISTURBED FOR
APPROVED UTILITY OR ACCESS CROSSINGS.
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BUFFER NOTES:

BOTH A 25' AND 50' BUFFER PROVIDED, AS SHOWN ON PLAN THIS
SHEET.  WHERE DISTURBED, SAID BUFFERS SHALL BE REPLANTED
AS PER PLAN SHOWN SHEET TP2.

WHERE BUFFERS ARE UNDISTURBED, SAID BUFFERS SHALL BE
EVALUATE FOR YEAR-ROUND SCREENING DENSITY AND WHERE
FOUND TO BE INSUFFICIENT TO MEET MINIMUM GUIDELINES, PER
CODE, FOR BUFFERING SHALL BE INFILL PLANTED PER COBB
COUNTY BUFFER STANDARDS PRIOR TO RELEASE OF CERTIFICATE
OF OCCUPANCY FOR ADJACENT UNITS.
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Mondo Land Planning and Design, LLC relied on information provided by third parties and Mondo Land Planning and Design,
LLC makes no representations or warranties of accuracy thereof.  In the event information provided to Mondo Land Planning
and Design, LLC by third parties is erroneous that might have an adverse effect on the opinions and results setforth herein.
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Approved via email by Councilwoman Auch on 9/3/2025 with conditions

1) Additional landscaping in front of the fence.
2) Bench and dog waste station added to dog park area. 
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: September 10, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Second Read of an Ordinance Updating Chapter 2, 
Administration, of the City Code of Ordinances; Establishing A Resignation Process for City 
Board, Commission, and Authority Appointees and for Other Lawful Purposes - City Attorney 
Emilia Walker-Ashby 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Sub-agency Resignation Ordinance (2nd Read) Rev. 9.2.25 
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STATE OF GEORGIA         ORD  
COBB COUNTY 
CITY OF MABLETON 
 

AN ORDINANCE UPDATING CHAPTER 2, ADMINISTRATION, OF THE CITY 
CODE OF ORDINANCES; ESTABLISHING A RESIGNATION PROCESS FOR CITY 

BOARD, COMMISSION AND AUTHORITY APPOINTEES AND FOR OTHER 
LAWFUL PURPOSES 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Mableton (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized and 
existing under the laws of the State of Georgia;  

 
WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City is the Mayor and Council 

(“City Council”) thereof; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council is authorized by the City Charter Sec. 1.13 and O.C.G.A. § 

36-35-3 to adopt ordinances relating to its operations, affairs and local government;  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires through this Ordinance to codify a voluntary 

resignation process for city board, commission and authority appointees; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds this Ordinance to be in the best interests of the health, 
safety and general welfare of the City. 

 
IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the governing authority of the City of Mableton as 

follows:  
 
Section 1. Chapter 2, Administration, Article 1, In general, of the City of Mableton Code 

of Ordinances is hereby to create a new section 2.1.6, Board, commission and authority 
resignations, to read as follows:  

 
CHAPTER 2 - ADMINISTRATION 
 
ARTICLE 1 –IN GENERAL 
…

Sec. 2.1.6 - Board, commission and authority resignations. 

All persons appointed by the city council to serve on city boards, commissions or authorities 
needing to resign shall submit written notice of their resignation to the city clerk. Any resignation 
sent to an employee without the city clerk copied shall be forwarded by such employee to the city 
clerk. Any resignation sent to a city official without the city clerk copied shall be forwarded to the 
city clerk, unless the person resigning rescinds such resignation, in writing to such official, prior 
to their resignation being forwarded to the city clerk. A resignation shall be effective immediately 
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upon its submission to the city clerk, unless rescinded as authorized under this section.  A 
resignation under this section shall mean a decision by a member to end their term prior to its 
expiration. 

************************* 
      Section 2.  It is hereby declared to be the intention of the city council that:  
(a) All sections, paragraphs, sentences and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their 

enactment, believed by the City Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 
(b) To the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause 

or phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  No section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of 
this Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause 
or phrase of this Ordinance. 

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall, 
for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise 
unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is 
the express intent of the city council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or 
unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, 
unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, 
sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Ordinance. 

 
Section 3.  The city Attorney and City Clerk are authorized to make non-substantive editing 

and renumbering revisions to this Ordinance for proofing and renumbering purposes.     
 
Section 4.  The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption, unless 

required otherwise by the City Charter, state and/or federal law. In the event that any effective date 
herein is determined by a Court of law to be invalid, said effective date shall instead be the earliest 
date allowed by law.  

 
 SO ORDAINED this ______ day of __________________ 2025. 
 
ATTEST:                                                                       CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA: 
 
__________________________________                   _________________________________                                          
Susan D. Hiott, City Clerk                                   Dr. Michael Owens, Mayor 
 
APPROVAL AS TO FORM:  
 
   
______________________________________                                                          
Emilia Walker-Ashby, Interim City  
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: September 10, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: Second Read of an Ordinance Updating Chapter 13, 
Nuisances, of the City Code of Ordinances; Creating the City of Mableton Safe and Healthy 
Housing and Property Ordinance and for Other Lawful Purposes - City Attorney Emilia Walker-
Ashby 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Safe & Healthy Housing & Property Ordinance (2nd read) Rev. 9.2.25 
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STATE OF GEORGIA       ORD 
COBB COUNTY 
CITY OF MABLETON 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE UPDATING CHAPTER 13, NUISANCES, OF THE CITY CODE; 
CREATING THE CITY OF MABLETON SAFE AND HEALTHY HOUSING AND 

PROPERTY ORDINANCE AND FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, the City of Mableton (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized and 
existing under the laws of the State of Georgia;  
 

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City is the Mayor and Council 
(“City Council”) thereof; 

 
WHEREAS, Sec. 1.13(21) of the City Charter authorizes the City to “define a nuisance 

and provide for its abatement whether on public or private property”; 

WHEREAS, Georgia House Bill 404, the "Safe at Home Act," has established a statewide 
implied duty of habitability for residential leases, effective July 1, 2024;  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City finds that it is in the best interests of its citizens to adopt 
local standards and enforcement tools that supplement and clarify the “Safe at Home Act,” thereby 
giving the City a strong legal basis to ensure all rental housing meets a minimum standard of safety 
and health;  

WHEREAS, the City has received numerous complaints regarding deteriorating and 
unsafe conditions in multi-family rental housing developments, including visible mold, pest 
infestations, and unsafe structural elements, which are detrimental to the public health and welfare;  

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) found that exposure 
to mold may cause respiratory illness, allergic reactions, or more severe health complications, 
particularly for children, seniors, and people with underlying health conditions;  

WHEREAS, the City Council desires through this Ordinance to exercise its full powers 
and authority under applicable laws to protect, promote and preserve the health and general welfare 
of the City and hold property owners accountable; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds this Ordinance to be in the best interests of the health, 
safety, and general welfare of the City.  

 
 IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the governing authority of the City of Mableton, as 
follows:  
 

Section 1: Chapter 13, Nuisances, of the City Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to 
create Article 1, Safe and Healthy Housing and Property Ordinance, to read as follows: 
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CHAPTER 13 – NUISANCES 
 
ARTICLE 1 - SAFE AND HEALTHY HOUSING AND PROPERTY ORDINANCE  
 
Sec. 13.1.1 – Title.  

This article shall be known and may be cited as the city’s “Safe and Healthy Housing and Property 
Ordinance.” 

Sec. 13.1.2 – Notice to Tenants of State Protection Against Retaliation by Landlords. 
Landlords are prohibited under the "Safe at Home Act", established through Georgia House Bill 
404 and made effective July 1, 2024, from retaliating against tenants who assert their rights to safe 
living conditions, ensuring that residents feel empowered to address issues at the local, state and 
federal level without fear of repercussion. Tenants suffering and or impacted by retaliation from a 
landlord for reporting unsafe conditions may pursue private civil actions against their landlord as 
authorized under the Safe at Home Act. 

Sec. 13.1.3 – Finding. 

The city hereby finds that rental property, dwelling, building, and structure conditions of the 
character described in the Official Code of Georgia Section 41-2-7, exist within the city. 

Sec. 13.1.4 – Purpose and Applicability.  

The purpose of this article is to establish a local, enforceable framework that complements and 
strengthens applicable local, state and federal laws, including Georgia HB 404, to ensure that all 
property and housing in the city meets minimum standards for safety, sanitation, and structural 
integrity. This article shall apply to all property located within the corporate limits of the City. 

Sec. 13.1.5 – Definitions. 

As used in this article, the term: 
 

(a) Applicable codes means: 
 

(1)  any optional housing or abatement standard provided in O.C.G.A. Chapter 2 of Title 
8, as adopted by applicable local ordinances or operation of law, or other property-
maintenance standards as adopted by applicable local ordinances or operation of law, 
or general nuisance law, relative to the safe use of real property; 

 
(2)  any fire or life safety code as provided for in O.C.G.A. Chapter 2 of Title 25;  
 
(3)  and any applicable building codes adopted by local ordinance prior to October 1, 1991, 

or the minimum standard codes adopted by local ordinance or provided in O.C.G.A. 
Chapter 2 of Title 8 after October 1, 1991, provided that such building or minimum 
standard codes for real property improvements shall be deemed to mean those building 
or minimum standard codes in existence at the time such real property improvements 
were constructed unless otherwise provided by law. 
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(b) Closing means causing a rental property, dwelling, building, or structure to be vacated and 

secured against unauthorized entry.   
 
(c) Drug crime means an act which is a violation of Article 2 of Chapter 13 of Title 16, known 

as the "Georgia Controlled Substances Act".   
 
(d) Dwellings, buildings, or structures means any building or structure or part thereof used and 

occupied for human habitation or commercial, industrial, or business uses, or intended to 
be so used, and includes any outhouses, improvements, and appurtenances belonging 
thereto or usually enjoyed therewith and also includes any building or structure of any 
design. As used in this article, the term "rental property, dwellings, buildings, or structures" 
shall not mean or include any farm, any building or structure located on a farm, or any 
agricultural facility or other building or structure used for the production, growing, raising, 
harvesting, storage, or processing of crops, livestock, poultry, or other farm products.   

 
(e) Graffiti  means any inscriptions, words, figures, paintings, or other defacements that are 

written, marked, etched, scratched, sprayed, drawn, painted, or engraved on or otherwise 
affixed to any surface of public or private property by means of any aerosol paint container, 
broad-tipped marker, gum label, paint stick, graffiti stick, etching equipment, brush, or 
other device capable of scarring or leaving a visible mark on any surface without prior 
authorization from the owner or occupant of the property.   

 
(f) Governing authority means the City Council of the City of Mableton, Georgia.   
 
(g) Interested party means:   
 

(1)   The property owner; 
 
(2)   Persons in possession of said property and premises; 
 
(3)   Those parties having an interest in the property as revealed by a certification of title 

to the property conducted in accordance with the title standards of the State Bar of 
Georgia; 

 
(4)   Those parties having filed a notice in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 48-3-9; and 
 
(5)   Any other party having an interest in the property whose identity and address are 

reasonably ascertainable from the records of the municipality or records maintained 
in the county courthouse or by the clerk of court; provided, however, interested party 
shall not include the holder of the benefit or burden of any easement or right-of-way 
whose interest is properly recorded which interest shall remain unaffected. 

 
(h) Landlord means the term “landlord” as such term is used and defined under O.C.G.A § 44-

7-1 et al.  
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(i) Municipality means the City of Mableton, Georgia.   
 
(j) Owner means the holder of the title in fee simple and every mortgagee of record.   
 
(k) Public authority means any member of the city’s governing authority, any director of a 

public housing authority, or any officer who is in charge of any department or branch of 
government (municipal, county or state) relating to health, fire, life safety, building 
regulations, or to other activities concerning rental property, dwellings, buildings, or 
structures, or use of private property within the city.   

 
(l) Public officer means the city, city manager or city code enforcement director, as well as 

any officer, agent and/or employee of the city of whom the city, city manager, city code 
enforcement director and/or applicable law authorizes to enforce this article and/or exercise 
the powers prescribed by this article.   

 
(m) Repair means altering or improving a rental property, dwelling, building, or structure so as 

to bring the structure into compliance with the applicable codes in the jurisdiction where 
the property is located and the cleaning or removal of debris, trash, and other materials 
present and accumulated which create a health or safety hazard in or about any rental 
property, dwelling, building, or structure.   

 
(n) Resident means any person residing in the jurisdiction where the property is located on or 

after the date on which the alleged nuisance arose.   
 
(o) Tenant means the term “tenant” as such term is used and defined under O.C.G.A § 44-7-1 

et al. 
 
Sec. 13.1.6 – Duty of owners, occupants and persons maintaining disorderly premises. 
 

a. Owners and landlords. It is the duty of the owner and/or landlord of every dwelling, rental 
property, building, structure, or private property within the city to construct and maintain 
such  dwelling, rental property, building, structure, or property in conformance with state 
law and applicable codes in force within the city and/or such laws and ordinances which 
regulate and prohibit activities on private property and which declare it to be a public 
nuisance to construct or maintain any rental property, dwelling, building, structure, or use 
private property in violation of such codes, laws or ordinances. 

 
b. Tenants and occupants.  It is the duty of all tenants and occupant of property within the 

city to not willfully or negligently destroy, maintain, deface, damage or impair such 
property in a manner which makes such property become a public nuisance. 

 
Sec. 13.1.7 – Declaration of property as a public nuisance. 
 
Any dwelling, rental property, building, structure, or private property which is not constructed or 
maintained as required under this chapter, or applicable local, state and/or federal ordinances, laws 
and/or regulations, is hereby declared a public nuisance.  Additionally, every rental property, 
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dwelling, building, structure, or private property within the city which constitutes an endangerment 
to the public health and/or safety as a result of unsanitary and/or unsafe conditions is hereby 
declared a public nuisance, on grounds where it: 
 
(1) is constructed or maintained in violation of state law and/or applicable codes in force within 

the city; 
(2) is unfit for human habitation or commercial, industrial, or business use or occupancy due to 

inadequate provisions for ventilation, light, air, sanitation, or open spaces;  
 

(3) poses an imminent harm to life or other property resulting from fire, flood, hurricane, tornado, 
earthquake, storm or other natural catastrophe;  

 
(4) is vacant and used in the commission of drug crimes;  
 
(5) is occupied and used repeatedly for the commission of illegal activities, including facilitating 

organized crime or criminal enterprises, after written notice to the owner of such activities 
conducted therein;  

 
(6) is abandoned;  
 
(7) is subject to activities or land uses regularly occurring thereon that are in violation of 

applicable codes, laws and/or ordinances, including the zoning ordinance of this city; or 
 

(8) is unfit for human habitation in that it presents a substantial risk to life, health, or safety, such 
as conditions that may include, but are not limited to: 

 
(i) Inadequate or non-functioning heating, electrical, or water systems; 

 
(ii) Severe structural damage or roof leaks; 

 
(iii) Infestation of pests or vermin; 

 
(iv) Accumulated mold or moisture that is not remediated in a manner consistent 

with published guidance from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development or other 
applicable, reasonable and professional industry standards; 
 

(v) Obstructed or unsafe egress and ingress; 
 

(vi) Conditions which are dilapidated, decayed, unsafe, unsanitary or that 
unreasonably expose occupants or the general public to illness, disease or 
physical injury; or 

 
(vii) Conditions that unreasonably expose occupants to rain, moisture, or cold air. 

 
Sec. 13.1.8 – Powers of public officer. 
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(a)    In addition to powers otherwise conferred by Charter and/or other applicable policy, 

regulations or law, in carrying out duties pursuant to this article, the public officer shall be 
empowered to: 

 
(1)  Enforce and exercise the powers prescribed by this article, including investigating the 

existence of nuisances, issuing citations and filing complaints under this article; 
 
(2)  Investigate and inspect the condition of rental property, dwellings, buildings, 

structures, and private property within the city to determine those structures and 
property uses in violation of this chapter; provided, however, the public officer shall 
not enter into the interior of any private residence without first having obtained the 
consent of the owner, manager, occupant and/or a person in possession of the 
premises. In cases where consent to enter a private residence is impracticable, not 
secured or denied after reasonable request, the public officer may apply for a warrant 
from a municipal court judge or a court of competent jurisdiction; 

 
(3)   Secure experts including certified real estate appraisers, qualified building contractors, 

and qualified building inspectors, engineers, surveyors, accountants, and attorneys, 
upon need and prior approval by the city or city manager;  

 
(4)   Appoint and fix the duties of such officers and employees of the city as he deems 

necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter; and 
 
(5)   Delegate any of his functions and powers under this article to such officers, employees 

and agents as he may designate. 
 

 Sec. 13.1.9 – Complaint in rem in municipal court; procedure; lien; appeal. 
 
(a) Investigation of nuisance property. The city or public officer may investigate whether a 

nuisance exists upon evidence that a nuisance is being maintained or whenever a request 
is filed with the public officer by a public authority or by at least five city residents charging 
that any rental property, dwelling, building, structure, or property is unfit for human 
habitation or for commercial, industrial, or business use and not in compliance with 
applicable codes; is vacant and being used in the commission of drug crimes; or constitutes 
an endangerment to the public health or safety as a result of unsanitary or unsafe conditions, 
the public officer may make an investigation or inspection of the specific property, rental 
property, dwelling, building, structure, or property. The public officer shall be guided in 
the investigation by conditions, which include but are not limited to: 

 
(1)    Defects therein increasing the hazards of fire, accidents, or other calamities; 
 
(2)    Lack of adequate ventilation, light, or sanitary facilities; 
 
(3)    Dilapidation; 
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(4)    Disrepair by failure to conform to applicable codes and ordinances; 
 
(5)    Structural defects which render the structure unsafe for human habitation or 

occupancy;  
 
(6)    Uncleanliness;  
 
(7)    The presence of graffiti which is visible from adjoining public or private property; 

or  
  

(9) Property which is unfit for human habitation. 
 

(b)   Filing of Complaint. If the public officer's investigation or inspection identifies that any 
rental property, dwelling, building, structure, or property is unfit for human habitation or 
for commercial, industrial, or business use and not in compliance with applicable codes; is 
vacant and being used in connection with the commission of drug crimes; or constitutes an 
endangerment to the public health or safety as a result of unsanitary or unsafe conditions, 
the public officer may cause for the filing of a complaint in rem in the municipal court of 
the city against the lot, tract, or parcel of real property on which such rental property, 
dwelling, building, or structure is situated or where such public health hazard or general 
nuisance exists and shall cause summons and a copy of the complaint to be served on the 
interested parties in such rental property, dwelling, building, or structure. The complaint 
shall identify the subject real property by appropriate street address and official tax map 
reference; identify the interested parties; state with particularity the factual basis for the 
action; and contain a statement of the action sought by the public officer to abate the alleged 
nuisance.  

 
(c) Service of complaints and other notices. Summons and copies of the complaint shall be 

served in the following manner: 
(i) Property posting. A copy of the complaint and summons shall be posted on the 

subject rental property, dwelling, building, structure, or property within three 
business days of filing of the complaint and at least 14 days prior to the date of the 
hearing. 

 
(ii) Service of summons and complaint.   A summons shall be prepared notifying 

interested parties that a hearing will be held before the city’s municipal court at a 
date and time certain and at a place within the county or city where the property is 
located. Such hearing shall be held not less than 15 days nor more than 45 days 
after the filing of said complaint in the municipal court. The interested parties shall 
have the right to file an answer to the complaint and to appear in person or by 
attorney and offer testimony at the time and place fixed for hearing.  At least 14 
days prior to the date of the hearing, the public officer shall cause for copies of the 
complaint and summons to be sent by certified mail or statutory overnight delivery, 
return receipt requested, to all interested parties whose identities and addresses are 
readily ascertainable. Copies of the complaint and summons shall also be mailed 
by first-class mail to the property address to the attention of the occupants of the 

Page 154 of 172



 

 8 
 

subject property, if any.  The interested parties shall have the right to file an answer 
to the complaint and to appear in person or by attorney and offer testimony at the 
time and place fixed for hearing.  For interested parties whose mailing address is 
unknown, a notice stating the date, time, and place of the hearing shall be published 
in the newspaper in which the sheriff's advertisements appear in Cobb County once 
a week for two consecutive weeks prior to the hearing. 

 
(iii) Lis pendens. A notice of lis pendens shall be filed in the office of the clerk of 

superior court in which the rental property, dwelling, building, structure, or 
property is located at the time of filing the complaint in municipal court. Such 
notice shall have the same force and effect as other lis pendens notices provided by 
law 

 
(iv) Subsequent notices. Orders and other filings made subsequent to service of the 

initial complaint shall be served in the manner provided in this section on every 
interested party who answers the complaint or appears at the hearing. Any 
interested party who fails to answer or appear at the hearing shall be deemed to 
have waived all further notice in the proceedings. 

 
(d)    Determination by Court. If, after such notice and hearing, the court determines that the 

rental property, dwelling, building, or structure in question is unfit for human habitation or 
is unfit for its current commercial, industrial, or business use and not in compliance with 
applicable codes; is vacant and being used in connection with the commission of drug 
crimes; or constitutes an endangerment to the public health or safety as a result of 
unsanitary or unsafe conditions, the court shall state, in writing, findings of fact in support 
of such determination and shall issue and cause to be served upon the interested parties that 
have answered the complaint or appeared at the hearing an order: 

 
(1)    If the repair, alteration, or improvement of the said rental property, dwelling, 

building, or structure can be made at a reasonable cost in relation to the present 
value of the rental property, dwelling, building, or structure, requiring the owner, 
within the time specified in the order, to repair, alter, or improve such rental 
property, dwelling, building, or structure so as to bring it into full compliance with 
the applicable codes relevant to the cited violation; and, if applicable, to secure by 
closing the structure so that it cannot be used in connection with the commission of 
drug crimes; or 

 
(2)   If the repair, alteration, or improvement of the said rental property, dwelling, 

building, or structure in order to bring it into full compliance with applicable codes 
relevant to the cited violations cannot be made at a reasonable cost in relation to 
the present value of the rental property, dwelling, building, or structure, requiring 
the owner, within the time specified in the order, to demolish and remove such 
rental property, dwelling, building, or structure and all debris from the property. 

 
For purposes of this section, the court shall make its determination of reasonable cost in 
relation to the present value of the rental property, dwelling, building, or structure without 
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consideration of the value of the land on which the structure is situated; provided, however, 
that costs of the preparation necessary to repair, alter, or improve a structure may be 
considered. Income and financial status of the owner shall not be factor in the court's 
determination. The present value of the structure and the costs of repair, alteration, or 
improvement may be established by affidavits of real estate appraisers with a Georgia 
appraiser classification as provided in the Official Code of Georgia Chapter 39A of Title 
43, qualified building contractors, or qualified building inspectors, without actual 
testimony presented. Costs of repair, alteration, or improvement of the structure shall be 
the cost necessary to bring the structure into compliance with the applicable codes relevant 
to the cited violations in force in the city.  The municipal court may also issue warrants and 
order such other in rem relief as allowed by law.  
  

(e) Duty to comply with Order. If the owner fails to comply with an order to repair or 
demolish the rental property, dwelling, building, or structure, the public officer may cause 
such rental property, dwelling, building, or structure to be repaired, altered, or improved or 
to be vacated and closed or demolished. Such abatement action shall commence within 270 
days after the expiration of time specified in the order for abatement by the owner.  The 
public officer shall cause to be posted on the main entrance of the building, rental property, 
dwelling, or structure a placard with the following words: 

 
"This building is unfit for human habitation or commercial, industrial, or 
business use and does not comply with the applicable codes or has been 
ordered secured to prevent its use in connection with drug crimes or 
constitutes an endangerment to public health or safety as a result of 
unsanitary or unsafe conditions. The use or occupation of this building is 
prohibited and unlawful." 

 
(f)      Stay of time for abatement. Any time during which such action is prohibited by a court 

order issued pursuant to this article or any other equitable relief granted by a court of 
competent jurisdiction shall not be counted toward the 270 days in which such abatement 
action must commence.  

 
(g)    Salvage. If the public officer has the structure demolished, reasonable effort shall be made 

to salvage reusable materials for credit against the cost of demolition. The proceeds of any 
moneys received from the sale of salvaged materials shall be used or applied against the 
cost of the demolition and removal of the structure, and proper records shall be kept 
showing application of sales proceeds. Any such sale of salvaged materials may be made 
without the necessity of public advertisement and bid. The public officer and governing 
authority are relieved of any and all liability resulting from or occasioned by the sale of 
any such salvaged materials, including, without limitation, defects in such salvaged 
materials. 

 
(h) Lien. The amount of the cost of demolition, including all court costs, appraisal fees, 

administrative costs incurred by the city, municipal tax collector and/or public officer, and 
all other costs necessarily associated with the abatement action, including restoration to 
grade of the real property after demolition, shall be a lien against the real property upon 
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which such cost was incurred.  The lien shall attach to the real property upon the filing of 
a certified copy of the order requiring repair, closure, or demolition in the office of the 
clerk of superior court in Cobb County and shall relate back to the date of the filing of the 
lis pendens notice required under this article. The clerk of superior court shall record and 
index such certified copy of the order in the deed records of the county and enter the lien 
on the general execution docket. The lien shall be superior to all other liens on the property, 
except liens for taxes to which the lien shall be inferior, and shall continue in force until 
paid. The public officer shall, within 90 days of the completion of abatement actions, 
repairs, demolition or closure, forward a copy of the order and a final statement of costs to 
the city revenue officer and/or the city or city manager’s designee, for collection and 
enforcement purposes, together with copies of all notices provided to interested parties. 
The city and its designee whose duties include the collection of municipal taxes may collect 
the amount of the lien using all methods available for collecting real property ad valorem 
taxes, including specifically O.C.G.A. Chapter 4 of Title 48; provided, however, that the 
limitation of Code Section 48-4-78 which requires 12 months of delinquency before 
commencing a tax foreclosure shall not apply. The county tax commissioner, municipal 
tax collector or city revenue officer shall remit amounts collected to the city. 

 
(i)    Enforcement of lien. Enforcement of lien pursuant to this article may be initiated at any 

time following receipt by the municipal tax collector, city revenue officer or public officer 
of the final determination of costs in accordance with this article. The unpaid lien amount 
shall bear interest and penalties from and after the date of final determination of costs in 
the same amount as applicable to interest and penalties on unpaid real property ad valorem 
taxes. An enforcement proceeding pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-4-78 for delinquent ad 
valorem taxes may include all amounts due under this article. The redemption amount in 
any enforcement proceeding pursuant to this article shall be the full amount of the costs as 
finally determined in accordance with this article, together with interest, penalties, and 
costs incurred by the city, public officer, municipal tax collector, or city revenue officer in 
the enforcement of such lien. Redemption of property from the lien may be made in 
accordance with the provisions of O.C.G.A. §§ 48-4-80 and 48-4-81. Nothing in this 
Chapter shall prevent the city from foreclosing on a lien filed pursuant to this article in lieu 
and/or in addition to collecting on the lien in conjunction with the collection of ad valorem 
taxes.   

 
(j)    Alternative collection and enforcement. The city may initiate its own lien collection and 

enforcement efforts and/or may waive and release any such lien imposed on property by 
agreement with the property owner(s) and/or interested parties.  

 
(k)    Appeal. Review of a court order requiring the repair, alteration, improvement, or 

demolition of a rental property, dwelling, building, or structure shall be a de novo 
proceeding in the superior court as provided under the Official Code of Georgia, Sections 
5-3-4 and 5-3-5. 

 
Sec. 13.1.10 – Limitation of liability for code enforcement; no special duty created. 
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It is the intent of this chapter to protect the public health, life safety and general welfare of 
properties and occupiers of buildings and structures within the city in general, but not to create any 
special duty or relationship with any individual person or to any specified property within or 
without the boundaries of the city. Approval of a permit and inspection of a property shall in no 
manner guarantee or warrant to the owner or occupants thereof that said property has been 
constructed, maintained, or operated in conformance with applicable codes, laws and regulations. 
The city reserves the right to assert all available immunities and defenses in any action seeking to 
impose monetary damages upon the city, its officers, employees and agents arising out of any 
alleged failure or breach of duty or relationship as may now exist or hereafter be created. To the 
extent any federal or state law, regulation, or ordinance requires compliance as a condition 
precedent to the issuance of a permit, plan or design approval, inspection or other activity by the 
city, its officers, employees and agents, issuance of such permit, approval, or inspection shall not 
be deemed to constitute a waiver or estoppel of the condition precedent, and it shall remain the 
obligation and responsibility of the owner, his design professional(s), and contractor(s) to satisfy 
such legal requirements. 
 
Sec. 13.1.11 – Non-exclusivity and other enforcement. 
 
The city may issue citations for violations of state minimum standard codes, optional building, 
fire, life safety and other city codes adopted by ordinance, and conditions creating a public health 
hazard or general nuisance, in addition to filing a complaint in rem as provided in this chapter. 
Violators shall be subject to fines, incarceration and all other punishment as allowed by law. 
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to impair or limit in any way the power of the city to 
define and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or abatement by other summary 
proceedings. Each day of a continued violation shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
Sec. 13.1.12 – Summary abatement; nuisance per se and emergency conditions. 
 
Nothing contained in this chapter shall prevent the municipal court judge from summarily and 
without notice ordering the abatement of or abating any nuisance that is a nuisance per se in the 
law or where the case is an urgent one and the health and safety of the public or a portion thereof 
is in imminent danger. 
 

****************************** 
 

 Section 2. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that: 
a) All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby 

repealed. 
b) All sections, paragraphs, sentences and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon 

their enactment, believed by the City Council to be fully valid, enforceable and 
constitutional. 

c) To the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance. No section, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Ordinance is mutually dependent  upon any other 
section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance. 
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d) In the event any portion of this Ordinance shall be declared or adjudged invalid or 
unconstitutional, it is the intention of the City Council of the City that such 
adjudication shall in no manner affect the other sections, sentences, clauses or 
phrases of this Ordinance which shall remain in full force and effect, as if the invalid 
or unconstitutional section, sentence, clause or phrase were not originally a part of 
the Ordinance. 

 Section 3. The City Attorney and City Clerk are authorized to make non-substantive 
editing and renumbering revisions to this Ordinance for proofing and renumbering purposes. 

 Section 4. The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption, unless required 
otherwise by the City Charter, state and/or federal law. In the event that any effective date herein 
is determined by a Court of law to be invalid, said effective date shall instead be the earliest date 
allowed by law. 

SO ORDAINED this ______ day of __________________, 2025. 

ATTEST:       CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA: 
 
 
___________________________________   _________________________________ 
Susan D. Hiott, City Clerk     Dr. Michael Owens, Mayor 
 
APPROVAL AS TO FORM: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Emilia Walker-Ashby, Interim City Attorney 
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MEETING OF: September 10, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: First Read - An Ordinance Updating Chapter 1, General 
Government, of the City Code of Ordinances; Establishing Emergency Procedures for the 
Protection, Safety, Health, or the Well-Being of the Citizens of the Citizens of the City of 
Mableton and for Other Lawful Purposes - City Attorney Walker-Ashby 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Civil Emergencies Ordinance (First Read) Rev. 9.2.25 
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STATE OF GEORGIA         ORD  
COBB COUNTY 
CITY OF MABLETON 
 

AN ORDINANCE UPDATING CHAPTER 1, GENERAL GOVERNMENT, OF THE 
CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES; ESTABLISHING EMERGENCY PROCEDURES FOR 
THE PROTECTION, SAFETY, HEALTH, OR WELL-BEING OF THE CITIZENS OF 

THE CITY AND FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Mableton (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized and 
existing under the laws of the State of Georgia;  
 

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City is the Mayor and Council 
(“City Council”) thereof; 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council is authorized by the City Charter Sec. 1.13(7) to establish 
procedures for determining and proclaiming that an emergency situation exists within or without 
the city, and to make and carry out all reasonable provisions deemed necessary to deal with or 
meet such an emergency for the protection, safety, health, or well-being of the [City’s] citizens. of 
the [C]ity;”  
 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires through this Ordinance to establish emergency 
procedures for the City in the event of civil emergencies; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds this Ordinance to be in the best interests of the 
protection, health, safety and general welfare of the City. 
 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the governing authority of the City of Mableton as 
follows:  
 

Section 1. Article 3, Civil Emergencies, of Chapter 1, General Government, of the City of 
Mableton Code of Ordinances is hereby created to read as follows:  
 
CHAPTER 1 - GENERAL GOVERNMENT  
… 
ARTICLE 3 - CIVIL EMERGENCIES 
 

Sec. 1.3.1 - Emergency management and response powers. 
 
(a) Declaration of emergency. 

(1) Grant of authority. In the event of an actual or threatened occurrence of a disaster or 
emergency, which may result in the large-scale loss of life, injury, property damage or 
destruction or in the major disruption of routine community affairs, business or 
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governmental operations in the city and which is of sufficient severity and magnitude 
to warrant extraordinary assistance by federal, state and local departments and agencies 
to supplement the efforts of available public and private resources, the mayor may 
declare an emergency for the city.  

(2) Request for state assistance. Consistent with a declaration of emergency, the mayor 
may request the governor to provide assistance, provided that the disaster or 
emergency is beyond the capacity of the city to meet adequately and state assistance is 
necessary to supplement local efforts to save lives and protect property, public health 
and safety, or to avert or lessen the threat of a disaster.  

(3) Continuance. The declaration of emergency shall continue until the mayor finds that 
emergency conditions no longer exist, at which time, the mayor shall execute and file 
with the city clerk a document marking the end of the state of emergency. No state of 
emergency shall continue for longer than thirty (30) days, unless renewed by the 
mayor. The mayor or city council may, by resolution, end a state of emergency at any 
time.  

(4) Effect of declaration of emergency. 
a. Activation of emergency operations plan. A declaration of emergency shall 

automatically activate the city emergency operations plan and shall be authority 
for the deployment of personnel and use of any forces to which the plan applies 
and for use or distribution of any supplies, equipment, materials, and facilities 
assembled, stockpiled or arranged to be made available pursuant to the Georgia 
Emergency Management Act or any other laws applicable to emergencies or 
disasters.  
1. The chief of police, mayor, city manager or his/hertheir designee(s), shall 

have the legal authority to exercise the powers and discharge the duties 
conferred upon the emergency management agency, including the 
implementation of the emergency operations plan, coordination of the 
emergency responses of public and private agencies and organizations, 
coordination of recovery efforts with state and federal officials, and 
inspection of emergency or disaster sites.  

2. In responding and conducting necessary and appropriate investigations, the 
chief of police, or his/her designee, is authorized to enter at a reasonable time 
upon any property, public or private, for the purpose of investigating and 
inspecting sites involved with emergency management functions.  

3. No person shall refuse entry or access to any authorized representative or 
agent of the city who requests entry for purposes of inspection, and who 
presents appropriate credentials. Nor shall any person obstruct, hamper or 
interfere with any such representative while that individual is in the process 
of carrying out his or her official duties.  

b. Emergency powers. Following a declaration of emergency and during the 
continuance of such state of emergency, the mayor is authorized to implement 
local emergency measures to protect life and property or to bring the emergency 
situation under control. In exercising this authority, the mayor may cause to 
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become effective any of the following sections of this chapter as appropriate: 
Sections 1.3.49-5, 1.3.59-6, and 1.3.69-7. If any of these sections is included in a 
declaration of emergency, the same shall be filed in the office of the city clerk and 
shall be in effect until the declaration of emergency has terminated.  

c. Authority to waive procedures and fees. Pursuant to a declaration of emergency, 
the city council is authorized to cause to be effective any of the subsections of 
section 1.3.39-4 of this chapter as appropriate. The implementation of such 
subsections shall be filed in the office of the city clerk.  

d. Additional emergency powers. The mayor shall have and may exercise for such 
period as the declared emergency exists or continues, the following additional 
emergency powers:  
1. To direct and compel the evacuation of all or part of the population from any 

stricken or threatened area, for the preservation of life or other disaster 
mitigation, response or recovery;  

2. To prescribe routes, modes of transportation and destinations in connection 
with evacuation;  

3. To suspend or limit the sale, dispensing or transportation of alcoholic 
beverages, firearms, explosives and flammable liquids and substances;  

4. To make provision for the availability and use of temporary emergency 
housing, emergency shelters and/or emergency medical shelters.  

5. To transfer the direction, personnel or functions of any city departments and 
agencies or units thereof for the purpose of performing or facilitating 
emergency services;  

6. To utilize all available resources of the City and subordinate agencies over 
which the City has budgetary control as reasonably necessary to cope with 
the emergency or disaster;  

7. To commandeer or utilize public or private property when necessary to cope 
with the emergency or disaster or when there is compelling necessity for the 
protection of lives, health and welfare; and/or the property of citizens;  

8. To suspend any law, code provision or regulation prescribing the procedures 
for conduct of City business, or the orders, rules or regulations of any city 
agency, if strict compliance with any ordinance, resolution, order, rule or 
regulation would in any way prevent, hinder or delay necessary action in 
coping with the emergency or disaster, provided that such suspension shall 
provide for the minimum deviation from the requirements under the 
circumstances and further provided that, when practicable, specialists shall 
be assigned to avoid adverse effects resulting from such suspension;  

9. To provide welfare benefits to citizens upon execution of an 
intergovernmental agreement for grants to meet disaster-related necessary 
expenses or serious needs of individuals or families adversely affected by an 
emergency or disaster in cases where the individuals or families are unable to 
meet the expenses or needs from other means, provided that such grants are 
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authorized only when matching state or federal funds are available for such 
purposes;  

10. To perform and exercise such other functions, powers and duties as may be 
deemed necessary to promote and secure the safety and protection of the 
civilian population, including individuals with household pets and service 
animals prior to, during, and following a major disaster or emergency.  

(b) Form of declaration. Upon the declaration of emergency, an official "Declaration of 
Emergency," in substantially the same form set forth below, shall be signed and filed in the 
office of the city clerk and shall be communicated to the citizens of the affected area using 
the most effective and efficient means available. The declaration shall state the nature of the 
emergency or disaster, the conditions that require the declaration and any sections of this 
chapter which shall be in effect.  

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY  
WHEREAS, the City of Powder SpringsMableton, Cobb County, Georgia has experienced 
an event of critical significance as a result of [DESCRIPTION OF EVENT] on [DATE]; 
and  
WHEREAS, in the judgment of the Mayor, with advice as practicable from the City Council 
and Chief of Police, there exist emergency circumstances located in [DESCRIBE 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION] requiring extraordinary and immediate corrective actions for 
the protection of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Powder 
SpringsMableton, Cobb County, Georgia including individuals with household pets and 
service animals; and  
WHEREAS, to prevent or minimize injury to people and damage to property resulting from 
this event;  
NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in me by local and state law;  
IT IS HEREBY DECLARED that a local state of emergency exists and shall continue until 
the conditions requiring this declaration are abated.  
WHEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED:  
(1) That the Chief of Police, or his/her designee, activate the Emergency Operations Plan;  
(2) That the following sections of the Official Code of Ordinances of the City of Powder 

SpringsMableton, Cobb County, Georgia be implemented: [If deemed appropriate, 
choose from the following: Section 19-51.3.4, Overcharging; Section 19-61.3.5, 
Registration of Building and Repair Services; Section 19-71.3.6, Closed or Restricted 
Areas and Curfews]; and  

(3) That the following measures also be implemented: [If deemed appropriate, select items 
from Section 19-2(a)(4)c, d or such other measures as appropriate.]  

ENTERED at [TIME] on [DATE].  
[Signed]  
Mayor, City of Mableton, Cobb County, Georgia  
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Sec. 1.3.2 - Sec. 19-3. Enforcement and remedies. 
(a) Law enforcement responsibilities. The law enforcement authorities of the City city shall 

enforce the orders, rules and regulations contained in this chapter and/or implemented by 
the Mayor mayor or local governing authority during a declared emergency.  

(b) Penalties. Failure to comply with any of the requirements or provisions of the regulations 
contained in this chapter, or with any code section, order, rule or regulation made effective 
by the Mayor mayor or local governing authority upon or after the declaration of an 
emergency shall constitute a violation of the provisions of this chapter. Any person who 
violates any provision in this chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, be guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine not exceeding $1,000.00, imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding 60 days, or both such fine and imprisonment, for each violation. The owner of 
land upon which a violation occurs, and each person assisting in the commission of a 
violation, shall be guilty of separate offenses. Each day during which a violation or failure 
to comply continues shall constitute a separate violation.  

(c) Injunctive relief. In addition to the remedies prescribed in this section, the mayor, city 
manager and/or chief of police, or his/hertheir designee, areis authorized to obtain an 
injunction to restrain violation of laws, code sections, orders, rules and regulations which 
are contained in the Georgia Emergency Management Act and/or this code, and/or which 
are implemented by the local governing authority during a declared emergency.  

Sec. 1.3.3 - Sec. 19-4. Authority to waive procedures and fee structures. 
(a) City business. Upon declaration of an emergency or disaster by the governor or mayor, the 

affairs and business of the city may be conducted at places other than the regular or usual 
location, within or outside of the city, when it is not prudent, expedient or possible to 
conduct business at the regular location. When such meetings occur outside of the city, all 
actions taken by the local governing body shall be as valid and binding as if performed 
within the city. Such meetings may be called by the presiding officer or any two (2) 
members of the governing body without regard to or compliance with time-consuming 
procedures and formalities otherwise required by law.  

(b) Purchasing and public works contracts. Upon declaration of an emergency or disaster by 
the governor or mayor, the city council may contract for public works without letting such 
contract out to the lowest, responsible bidder and without advertising and posting 
notification of such contract for four weeks; provided, however, that the emergency must be 
of such nature that immediate action is required and that the action is necessary for the 
protection of the public health, safety and welfare. Any public works contract entered into 
pursuant to this subsection shall be entered on the minutes of the city as soon as practical 
and the nature of the emergency described therein.  

(c) Code enforcement. Upon declaration of a state of emergency or disaster by the governor or 
the mayor, the city council may temporarily suspend the enforcement of the ordinances of 
the city, or any portion thereof, where the emergency is of such nature that immediate action 
outside the code is required, such suspension is consistent with the protection of the public 
health, safety and welfare, and such suspension is not inconsistent with any federal or state 
statutes or regulations.  
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(d) Fees. Upon declaration of a state of emergency or disaster by the governor or the mayor, the 
city council may temporarily reduce or suspend any permit fees, application fees or other 
rate structures as necessary to encourage the rebuilding of the areas impacted by the disaster 
or emergency. The term "fees" include fees or rates charged by the city for building permits, 
land disturbance permits, zoning applications, special land use permits, temporary land use 
permits and other fees relating to the reconstruction, repair and clean up of areas impacted 
by the disaster or emergency. The term "fees" does not include fees collected by the city on 
behalf of the state or federal government or fees charged by the city pursuant to a state or 
federal statute or regulation.  

(e) Temporary dwellings. Upon the declaration of a state of emergency or disaster by the 
governor or the mayor, the city council or its designees may issue temporary mobile home, 
trailer, recreational vehicle or other temporary dwelling structures or parks in any zoning 
district, even though not otherwise permitted by zoning regulations, while the primary 
dwelling is being repaired, provided that such temporary dwellings or parks are designed by 
an engineer and the plans are approved by the city health department and building and 
inspections division. The temporary permit shall not exceed six months in duration. In the 
case of a continuing hardship, and in the discretion of the city council or its designee, the 
permit may be extended for a period of up to an additional six months. Upon expiration of 
the temporary permit and/or extension, the temporary dwelling must be removed.  

Sec. 1.3.4 - Sec. 19-5. Overcharging prohibited. 
To preserve, protect or sustain the life, health or safety of persons or property within a 

designated area upon the declaration of emergency or disaster, it shall be unlawful, during the 
duration of the emergency or subsequent recovery period, for any person, firm or corporation 
located or doing business in the unincorporated portions of the city to overcharge for any goods, 
materials, foods, equipment, supplies, services, labor, motel rooms, temporary lodging or houses 
sold or rented within the city.  

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section shall 
have the meanings ascribed, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning:  
Overcharging means charging prices for goods, materials, foods, equipment, supplies, 

services, labor, motel rooms, temporary lodging or houses, which exceed the customary 
charges by at least twenty-five (25) percent or, in applicable cases, which exceed by at least 
twenty-five (25) percent the suppliers' or providers' costs for such goods, materials, foods, 
equipment, supplies, services, labor, motel rooms, temporary lodging or houses. The 
existence of overcharging shall be presumed from a twenty-five (25) percent or greater 
increase in the price at which the merchandise or rate, fee or cost/rental of housing was 
offered in the usual course of business immediately prior to the onset of the emergency or 
disaster, but shall not include increases in cost to the supplier directly attributable to the 
higher cost of material, supplies and labor costs resulting from the emergency.  

Subsequent recovery period means that period during which the emergency or disaster 
continues to cause disruptions in the area designated in the declaration of emergency, but 
shall not exceed six months after the declaration has been terminated, unless extended by 
action of the city council.  
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(b) Effective date. This section shall become effective only upon the signing of a declaration of 
emergency, stating this section is in effect.  

Sec. 1.3.5 - Sec. 19-6. Registration of building and repair services. 
(a) Before building, constructing, repairing, renovating or making improvements to any real 

property, including dwellings, homes, buildings, structures or fixtures within an area in the 
unincorporated area of the city designated in a declared emergency or disaster, any person, 
firm, partnership, corporation or other entity must register with the city and secure a 
building permit that is posted at the work site. Each day any such entity does business in the 
unincorporated areas of the city without complying with this ordinance constitutes a 
separate offense.  

(b) The cost of registration fees in a declared emergency or disaster is fixed at fifty dollars 
($50.00) per annum. Registration is nontransferable. The cost of the emergency building 
permit shall be equal to the cost for a building permit under existing regulations. The permit 
shall only be authorized for repairs.  

(c) When registering, any person, partnership, corporation or other entity making application 
must, under oath, complete an application, providing the following information:  
(1) Name of applicant;  
(2) Permanent address and phone number of applicant;  
(3) Applicant's Social Security number or federal employer identification number;  
(4) If applicant is a corporation, the state and date of incorporation;  
(5) Tag registration information for each vehicle to be used in the business;  
(6) List of cities where the applicant has conducted business within the past twelve (12) 

months;  
(7) Georgia sales tax number or authorization;  
(8) Georgia business license number, if required.  

(d) Effective date. This section shall become effective only upon the signing of a declaration of 
emergency, stating this section is in effect.  

Sec. 1.3.6 - Sec. 19-7. Closed or restricted areas and curfews during emergency. 
(a) To preserve, protect or sustain the life, health, welfare or safety of persons, or their 

property, within a designated area under a declaration of emergency, it shall be unlawful for 
any person to travel, loiter, wander or stroll in or upon the public streets, highways, roads, 
lanes, parks or other public grounds, public places, public buildings, places of amusement, 
eating places, vacant lots or any other place during a declared emergency between hours 
specified by the mayor until the curfew is lifted.  

(b) To promote order, protect lives, minimize the potential for looting and other crimes, and 
facilitate recovery operations during an emergency, the mayor shall have discretion to 
impose reentry restrictions on certain areas. The mayor shall exercise such discretion in 
accordance with the city emergency operations plan, which shall be followed during 
emergencies.  
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(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to persons acting in the following capacities:  
(1) Authorized and essential law enforcement personnel;  
(2) Authorized and essential health care providers;  
(3) Authorized and essential personnel of the city;  
(4) Authorized National Guard or federal military personnel;  
(5) Authorized and essential firefighters;  
(6) Authorized and essential emergency response personnel;  
(7) Authorized and essential personnel or volunteers working with or through the chief of 

police, or his/her designee;  
(8) Authorized and essential utility repair crews;  
(9) Citizens seeking to restore order to their homes or businesses while on their own 

property or place of business;  
(10) Other authorized and essential persons as designated on a list compiled by Mayor and 

Chief of Police, or his/her designee.  
(d) Enforceability. This section shall be enforced by officers of the law enforcement personnel 

approved to provide aid and assistance during the emergency. Nothing contained in this 
section shall prohibit a law enforcement officer from bringing other charges under state law.  

(e) Effective date. This section shall become effective only upon the signing of a declaration of 
emergency, stating this section is in effect.  

************************* 
      Section 2.  It is hereby declared to be the intention of the city council that:  
(a) All sections, paragraphs, sentences and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their 

enactment, believed by the City Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 
(b) To the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause 

or phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  No section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of 
this Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause 
or phrase of this Ordinance. 

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall, 
for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise 
unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is 
the express intent of the city council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or 
unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, 
unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, 
sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Ordinance. 

 
Section 3.  The city Attorney and City Clerk are authorized to make non-substantive editing 

and renumbering revisions to this Ordinance for proofing and renumbering purposes.     
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Section 4.  The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption, unless 
required otherwise by the City Charter, state and/or federal law. In the event that any effective date 
herein is determined by a Court of law to be invalid, said effective date shall instead be the earliest 
date allowed by law.  

 
 SO ORDAINED this ______ day of __________________ 2025. 
 
ATTEST:                                                                       CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA: 
 
__________________________________                   _________________________________                                          
Susan D. Hiott, City Clerk                                   Dr. Michael Owens, Mayor 
 
APPROVAL AS TO FORM:  
 
   
______________________________________                                                          
Emilia Walker-Ashby, Interim City  
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AGENDA ITEM MEMORANDUM    
MEETING OF: September 10, 2025 
DEPARTMENT: [DEPARTMENT] 
 
ISSUE/AGENDA ITEM TITLE: A Resolution Approving and Adopting a Local Emergency 
Operations Plan for for Other Lawful Purposes - City Attorney Emilia Walker-Ashby 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 
 
BUDGETED/FINANCIAL IMPACT – FUND:   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Resolution Adopting Emergency Operations Plan Rev. 9.3.25 
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STATE OF GEORGIA       RES 
COBB COUNTY 
CITY OF MABLETON 

 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING A LOCAL EMERGENCY 
OPERATIONS PLAN AND FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Mableton (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized and 

existing under the laws of the State of Georgia;  
 
WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City is the Mayor and Council 

(“City Council”) thereof; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council is authorized by the City Charter Sec. 1.13(7) to establish 

procedures for determining and proclaiming that an emergency situation exists within or without 
the city, and to make and carry out all reasonable provisions deemed necessary to deal with or 
meet such an emergency for the protection, safety, health, or well-being of the [City’s] citizens.”  

 
WHEREAS, each county in Georgia is required to develop a Local Emergency Operations 

Plan (“EOP”) to describe a county approach to incident management designed to integrate the 
efforts of municipal governments, the private sector and non-governmental organizations; 

 
WHEREAS, Cobb County updated and amended its EOP which included assessment and 

review of the area within the City; 
 
WHEREAS, the City desires through this Resolution to adopt Cobb County’s EOP; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds this Resolution to be in the best interests of the health, 

safety and welfare of the City. 
 
 IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the governing authority of the City of Mableton, as 
follows:  
 

Section 1:  Adoption of Emergency Operations Plan. The City hereby approves and 
adopts the Cobb County, Georgia, Emergency Operations Plan, attached hereto and incorporated 
by reference.   

   
************************* 

  Section 2.  It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that:  
(a) All Resolutions and parts of Resolutions in conflict with this Resolution are hereby 

repealed. 
(b) All sections, paragraphs, sentences and phrases of this Resolution are or were, upon their 

enactment, believed by the City Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 

Page 171 of 172



 2 
 

(c) To the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Resolution is severable from every other section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution.  No section, paragraph, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this Resolution is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause or phrase of this Resolution. 

(d) In the event any portion of this Resolution shall be declared or adjudged invalid or 
unconstitutional, it is the intention of the City Council of the City that such adjudication 
shall in no manner affect the other sections, sentences, clauses or phrases of this 
Resolution which shall remain in full force and effect, as if the invalid or unconstitutional 
section, sentence, clause or phrase were not originally a part of this Resolution.  

 
Section 3. This Resolution and the City’s adoption of the Cobb County, Georgia, Emergency 

Operations Plan shall not confer any responsibility and/or obligation on the City to provide and 
financial contributions to any entity .  

 
Section 4.  The City Attorney and City Clerk are authorized to make non-substantive editing 

and renumbering revisions to this Resolution for proofing and renumbering purposes.     
 
Section 5.  The effective date of this Resolution shall be the date of adoption, unless ordained 

otherwise by the City, or required otherwise by the City Charter, state and/or federal law. In the 
event that any effective date herein is determined by a Court of law to be invalid, said effective 
date shall instead be the earliest date allowed by law.   
 
 SO RESOLVED this ______ day of __________________, 2025. 
 
ATTEST:                                                                       CITY OF MABLETON, GEORGIA: 
 
 
___________________________________                 _________________________________                                          
Susan D. Hiott, City Clerk                                  Dr. Michael Owens, Mayor 
 
APPROVAL AS TO FORM:  
 
   
__________________________________________                                                          

Emilia Walker-Ashby, City Attorney 
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